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Jazz: Live It - Learn It – Love It  
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Annual Duke Ellington Concert 

 

The Coastal Jazz Association’s tribute to Duke 
Ellington on Sunday, April 27 will feature 
saxophonist, Sam Skelton.  As a woodwind 
doubler, Mr. Skelton is accomplished in any genre 
of music. His grasp of saxophone, clarinet 
and flute has enabled him to remain busy 
in live performance and in the studio. 
 

The concert will celebrate the legacy of 
one of America’s greatest musicians / 
composers. This would have been his 
109th birthday (born April 29, 1899).  
  

Annually, The Savannah Jazz Orchestra, 
under the co-leadership of Teddy Adams 
and Randy Reese, features both unfamiliar 
compositions and special guest artists to 
celebrate the genius of every Ellington concert. 
 

This will be CJA’s 22nd tribute to Mr. Ellington.   
 

A native of Conyers, Georgia, Sam Skelton has 
been active on the Atlanta music scene for over a 
decade.  He graduated summa cum laude from 
Georgia State University with a degree in Jazz 
Studies. During his course of study at GSU, Sam 
was a Montgomery Music Scholar and a two-time 
fellowship recipient to the Aspen Music Festival. 
 

In addition to being a sideman on over 120 
compact discs, he has performed and/or soloed 
with The London Symphony Orchestra, The 
Atlanta Symphony, The Atlanta Pops, The 

Peachtree Pops, The Atlanta Ballet Orchestra and 
The Cobb Symphony Orchestra as well as 
numerous local high school and civic ensembles.  
 

World Premiers include James Oliverio’s 
Children of A Common Mother, Lee Johnson’s 
Ora Pro Mi: Concerto for Winds Soloist (clarinet, 
flute and soprano saxophone) and Seaside 

Symphony (clarinet and soprano 
saxophone soloist). Mr. Skelton also 
played the premier recording of Ora Pro 
Mi  and Seaside Symphony with the 
London Symphony Orchestra.    
 

Mr. Skelton is currently Director of Jazz 
Studies and Lecturer in Saxophone at 
Kennesaw State University. He is also 
Artist-in-Residence at The University 
Of Georgia for the Jazz Department.  
 

Priscilla Albergottie Williams , is the 
featured vocalist for the Savannah Jazz Orchestra. 
She is heard on the Savannah Jazz Orchestra’s  
live recording “Satin Doll” -the music of Duke 
Ellington and Johnny Mercer.” 
 

This special concert will be held on Sunday, April 
27, 2008, 5:00 p.m. at the Armstrong Atlantic 
State University "Armstrong Center."  It is free 
and open to the public and is presented by the 
Coastal Jazz Association through a generous grant 
from the City of Savannah Department of 
Cultural Affairs. 
  

For more information call 912-675-5419 or go to: 
www.coastal-jazz.org  . 

A Nationally Recognized Non-Profit Organization Ded icated To Preserving America’s Original Music – JAZ Z 
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AASU Takes Jazz “On The Road” 
Tuesday, April 15th at 7:30 pm.  

Jewish Educational Alliance 
 
Randall Reese, Director 
 

This fun event features the 
Armstrong Atlantic State 
University eighteen piece 
student jazz ensemble.  The 
program will be a mix of 
historic and contemporary 
music for big band which 
includes selections from 
groups such as Count Basie, 
Duke Ellington and Stan 
Kenton  -60/70's groups like 

Thad Jones-Mel Lewis  -and modern / 
contemporary groups such as the big bands of Bob 
Mintzer and Gordon Goodwin. 
   
The band will also perform big band arrangements 
of standards and tunes from the small group jazz 
tradition.   
 

The event is free and open to the public & is 
part of Jazz Appreciation Month. Jewish 
Educational Alliance / 5111 Abercorn Street 
 

For further information, visit www.coastal-
jazz.org  or call 927.5381. 
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JaxJazz Festival 
 

Schedule 
 

Saturday, April 14 
 

Metropolitan Park - 1410 Gator Bowl 
Boulevard 
 

Noon      Gates Open 
1 p.m.    Jacksonville Jazz      
  Piano Competition Winner 
2 p.m.    Lynne Arriale Trio 
w/ special guest Benny 
Golson; Lynne Arriale 
(piano), Rufus Reid (bass), 

Anthony Pinciotti (drums), and Benny Golson 
(tenor sax). 

 
 
3:30 p.m.  20th Anniversary Celebration of the 
University of North Florida Jazz Program “Past, 
Present, and Future” featuring the 
UNF Jazz Ensemble 1 Big Band, 
the UNF Jazz Faculty and the 
2008 UNF Alumni Reunion 
Group. 
5:30 p.m.     Terence Blanchard  
7 p.m.      The St. Johns River 
City Band with John Pizzarelli 
9 p.m.������� Cassandra Wilson 
 

12–10 p.m.      Art at the Met Art Show and Sale 
12–10 p.m. 38°°°° Latitude: A Wine Tasting 
Experience 
 
Sunday, April 15 
9:30 a.m.   Gates Open 
10 a.m. –1 p.m.  Jazz Brunch  
10 a.m.               Music Begins 
10 a.m.               Najee 
11:30 a.m.    Norman Brown  
1:30 p.m.    Poncho Sanchez Latin Jazz Band 
3 p.m.     Dave Koz 
 

12 – 4:30 p.m.    Art at the Met Art Show and 
Sale 
12 – 4:30 p.m.     38°°°° Latitude…A Wine Tasting 
Experience 
 

Friday, April 13 th at 7p.m. is the Great 
American Jazz Piano Competition @ The 
Florida Theatre- 128 East Forsyth Street 
 

Artists and performance times are subject to 
change 
 
General admission ticket prices are $10 per day 
plus applicable service charges. Tickets may be 
purchased online at www.jaxjazzfest.com or at 
The Florida Theatre Box Office (904) 355-2787 
(ARTS). The Florida Theatre Box Office is open 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
For more information about the 2008 Jacksonville 
Jazz Festival, call the Office of Special Events at 
(904) 630-3690 or visit www.jaxjazzfest.com.   
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Melodies 
Jazz Appreciation Month Event 

April 1- April 30 
Jewish Educational Alliance Art 

Gallery 
 

Artist Amiri Farris will hold a Jazz 
art exhibit at the Jewish 
Educational Alliance in 
Savannah (5111 Abercorn 
Street).  "Melodies", will be 
the show theme, an homage 
to the musical talents of 
those whose faces will be 
displayed. 
  

Melodies will feature 
images of local jazz 
artists; Teddy 
Adams, James Moody, 
Irene Reed, and others.  Mr. 
Farris considers it a high honor and 
privilege to be able to capture and display 
the images of these jazz legends.  
  

Amiri has designed original posters that were used 
for the savannah jazz festival 2000-2004 that will 
also be on display. 
 

The opening reception Sunday will be April 6th 
4:00- 6:00.  Amiri will conduct an artist talk about 
his work and will be available to sign posters. The 
show will run until the End Of April.  All images 
are for sale. April is Jazz Appreciation Month 
 

The opening event is free and the public is 
encouraged to attend.  
 

Amiri Geuka Farris is from West Palm Beach, 
Florida and received his masters of fine art in from 
the Savannah College of Art and Design. His work 
has been exhibited in major venues nationally and 
internationally, from the US. Capital in 
Washington, DC. , Paris, France and St. 
Petersburg, Russia.  Amiri's contemporary 
paintings are full of exuberant color intimate 
personal experiences.  
 

His deep engaging layers invite you to look deeper 
into the painting; Images and colors explode in an 

energetic movement. More work can be 
viewed at    www.amiriart.com . 

  
For more information; 

contact  
      (912) 355-8111 

 

University of 
West Georgia Jazz 

Ensemble  
Thursday, May 15th at 

1:30 p.m.  
FREE Lunch-Time Concert at 

the JEA   
 

The University of West Georgia 
Jazz Ensemble is a big band of 

nineteen musicians under the 
direction of  Dr. Daniel Bakos, 

professor of music at UWG 
(Carrollton). The ensemble performs 

big band jazz music of famous and 
historic bands such as Count Basie, 

Buddy Rich, Duke Ellington, Stand Kenton 
and more contemporary works from as Tom 

Kubis, Lew Anderson, John Fedchock, and 
others.  Chris Vadala, Vince DiMartino, Bobby 
Shew, Marvin Stamm, Lew Soloff, Joe Temperly, 
Rob McConnell, and Gary Foster are some of the 
well-known musicians who have played with the 
ensemble.  
 

The ensemble performs extensively throughout the 
Southeast, toured Europe 2001, and currently 
is looking toward a second European tour.    The 
jazz ensemble hosts the annual Sunbelt Jazz 
Festival during April.  The Jazz Ensemble will 
present a concert, free to the public, at the 
Jewish Educational Alliance (5111 Abercorn 
Street) at 1:30 PM on Thursday, May 15th.  
 

The event is free and the public is encouraged to 
attend. 
 

Attend and listen to works such as an arrangement 
of Dancing in the Dark for the Stan Kenton Band 
by Gerry Milligan, Stella by Starlight, Free Beer, 
Uno Mas, Sister Sadie, Blues Down to the Shues, 
and others. See you there!  For more information 
call 912-355-8111. 
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- J a z z  A r t -  
Melodies* 

Jazz Appreciation Month Event 
April 1- April 30 

(Reception April 6th  4pm to 6 pm) 
Jewish Educational Alliance Art Gallery 

5111 Abercorn / 912.355.8111 

 
 

AASU Takes Jazz “On The Road”* 
Tuesday, April 15th  at 7:30 pm. Jewish Educational Alliance / 

5111 Abercorn 

 
 

“Duke Ellington Concert features Sam Skelton”*  
Sunday, April 27, 2008, 5:00 p.m.  

AASU " Armstrong Center."   
Sponsored by City of Savannah Cultural Affairs Department 

 
 

University of West Georgia Jazz Ensemble* 
Thursday, May 15th at 1:30 p.m.   

FREE Lunch Time Concert at the JEA  
 
 

 
Ben Tucker at the Westin Aqua Star Room on Hutchinson 

Island 
Sunday Brunch /11 am   -&-   Dinner/ Dance w/ Live Music  

(912.201.2000) 

 
 

The Jazz Corner  
Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620) 

 
 

Bill Smith & Ellen Gross (wine tasting) Inn @ Ellis Square  
Every Friday 6 – 8 p.m. / 912.232.2725 

 
*Free Admission 
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We Thank Our New and 
Renewed Supporters of Jazz In 

Savannah 
 

Althea Frazier Raynor 
Ann & James Meyer 

Ann Hartfield 
Anne Allman 

Armand & Sue Klinger 
Barbara Swanson   Spring Hill, FL  

Betty Burnett 
Bobbie & Charlie Kraft 

Brenda Lanier 
Clayton Doherty & Pamela Brandt 

Colin & Jackie Stewart 
Dessie Baker 

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Alpert 
Dr. Ron & Cheryl Finger 

Dr. William & Helen Mc Walters 
Drs. Robert & Charlease Stevenson 

Ellen Gross 
Eugene Fox 

Frank Elm   Jacksonville, FL 
Gray Brand 

James E. Jr, & Joyce Perryman 
Joseph E. Williams 

Karen Collins 
Larry Beiner 

Louie & Lynn Nordbye 
Michael & Iris Dayoub 

Mr & Mrs. Teddy Adams 
Norton & Betty Melaver 

Patricia Shows 
Rich Ferguson 

Ronald S. Swanson, Sr. Spring Hill, FL  
Safronia Ingram 
Shirley Spears 

William Moultrie 
 

Let us know if you joined but your name 
is missing by calling 912.354.478
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2008 Officers: 
  

    President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lacy Manigault 
    1st  Vice President . . . . . . . . .  Skip Jennings 
   2nd  Vice President . . . . . Mel issa Harvey 

    Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Peterson 
    Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ruth Keith 
 

2008 CJA Board of Directors 
 

Bill Vogele 
Dr. Jim Gibson 

John Cochran 
Larry Dane-Kel logg 

Ligel Lambert  
Michael Hutchinson 

Teddy Adams 
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The Word on Jazz 
 

Miles Davis, Miles Smiles, and the 
Invention of Post Bop 

 
By Jeremy Yudkin 
Indiana University Press; 184 pages 
 

Focusing on one of the great icons of jazz, 
author  Jeremy Yudkin explores Miles Davis's 
often overlooked music of the mid-60s  with a 
close examination of the evolution of post bop. 
Yudkin traces Davis's life and work during a 
period when the trumpeter was struggling with 
personal and musical challenges before 
emerging once again as the artistic innovator 
of his generation. 
 
A major force in post-war American jazz, 
Miles Davis endlessly pioneered in the 1940s 
and 1950s as a leader of cool jazz, hard bop, 
and modal jazz in a variety of small group 
formats. By the late 1960s, he reinvigorated 
himself and jazz with a new musical genre 
known as fusion—the merging together of jazz 
and rock styles, but it is the formation of the 
mid-1960s Second Quintet with Wayne 
Shorter, Herbie Hancock, Ron Carter, and 
Tony Williams, and the invention of the new 
post bop style that  must not be forgotten. In 
this book, Yudkin illustrates and defines this 
original style with an analysis of the 1966 
album, Miles Smiles. Often intense and 
abstract, Miles Davis's music during this time 
should not be viewed as transitional but rather 
this period should be acknowledged as a 
pivotally creative juncture in the life of one of 
the great interpreters of jazz. 

  
Jeremy Yudkin is a professor of music at the 
College of Fine  Arts and associated faculty of the 
Department of African American Studies at 
 Boston University and Visiting Professor of 
Music at Oxford University. 
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Sponsor a Coastal Jazz Association 
Monthly Concert! 

 

Help make live� ����� ����� ����� ����  happen in Savannah by 
being an individual or corporate sponsor for a 
concert in The Coastal Jazz Association’s 
monthly concert series.  
 

It might just surprise you how inexpensive and 
rewarding it can be.   
 

Sponsorships are tax deductible (CJA is a 
501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization) 
 

Sponsorship includes acknowledgement in the 
CJA newsletter   NNootteewwoorrtthhyy and on the 
website. Your commitment to live jazz in 
Savannah will also be announced at the 
concert event.  
 

For More Information go to:  www.coastal-
jazz.org (where you can also view upcoming 
concerts) or call 912.675.5419.  
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We Need Your Support! 
 

We hope you consider joining the Coastal Jazz 
Association.  As you know, a couple months 
ago, we had some of the top names in jazz at 
the 2007 Savannah Jazz Festival and we are 
happy to announce that we have a very 
exciting fall/winter/spring concert series 
already in place! Your membership 
contribution gets you into our monthly concert 
series for free, among other great things.   
 

You can also be assured that your membership 
contribution goes directly to helping us present 
great artists as well as helps to support CJA 
education initiatives (which by the way – gives 
out not one, but two scholarships to promising 
jazz students as they pursue their jazz studies!)   
 

Your support keeps great jazz alive in our 
community! And even if you do not join The 
Coastal Jazz Association, please SUPPORT 
THE ARTS in Savannah! 

 
 

Jazz Festival Sponsorships Available 
 

If you love great jazz, please consider a 2008 
Savannah Jazz Festival sponsorship. Jazz in all 
its forms will be celebrated at the annual 
festival.  The event features local, regional and 
national acts which will bring thousands of 
jazz enthusiasts to Savannah.  
 

Admission to the festival is free and there are 
excellent sponsorship opportunities for 
businesses and individuals to get involved. 
You can get into major sponsorship of the 
whole festival or support individual evenings 
(or all day Saturday!). The festival enjoys a 
high profile, attracting attendances of over 
30,000, receiving wide spread publicity 
via festival programs; numerous mentions on 
television; radio, newspapers, national 
advertising; website promotion; jazz media; 
flyers and posters; and sponsor cross-
promotion.   
 

For more information please contact Melissa at 
(912) 656-7670   

J o i n  T h e  C o a s t a l  J a z z  A s s o c i a t i o n  T o d a y 
! ! !  
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Teletubbies Celebrate Jazz 
Appreciation Month  

with New Jazz Album 
 
(Written by Uoyno Sekoj &  first published in 
“Jazz Around the Globe”) 
 
In a surprise move that shocked even the most 
ardent jazz fan, the Teletubbies have just 
released a full-length CD of tunes in the 
classical jazz idiom.  The disc, titled, “Playing 
It  Straight” is on the well known kids’ music 
label, “Tunes For Tots.”   For those of you 
adults firmly hidden away in the closet, the 
Teletubbies are a PBS sensation in children’s 
programming.  
 
A review by Lirpa Sloof on the website 
AllAboutJazz.com calls the release nothing 
less than stunning. “This is not a children’s 
album!  The playing is up there with the best 
of them: I’m talking Coltrane, Davis, Gillespie 
–the jazz elite here.”  Four of the albums 
offerings are written by the jazz cream of the 
crop:  Ornette Coleman, Rahsaan Roland Kirk, 
Bill Evans and David Murray.  The remaining 
songs are originals, but owe a heavy debt to 
the post-bop players of the fifties and sixties.  
 
Sloof says this is not a CD you’ll hear played 
on your typical smooth jazz station.  “It might 
even be a little “out” for more traditional jazz 
radio.  “On the album, the Teletubbies really 
embrace jazz like I have not heard in quite 
awhile.  There are no vocals or musical 
concessions on this album.”   
 
“I wouldn’t be surprised to see it quickly ride 
up the jazz charts.”  The release debuted as 
#106 on the charts and has already moved up 
to #68.  “I think it’s headed for the Grammies 
next year,” added Sloof.  
 
Though it might be wrongly assumed they are 
not individually playing their own instruments, 
the Tubbies will take the album on tour, 

beginning next fall in Lynchburg, VA.  More 
than a dozen dates have been added to their 
schedule.  
 
*Editor’s note: The Coastal Jazz Association is 
currently negotiating with Teletubby 
management to secure them for the Savannah 
Jazz Festival in September -not for the Sunday 
Children’s festival, but as the Saturday night 
headliner.   
 
Talks have already begun about tours in 
Europe and Japan.  
 
One can only hope that since the Teletubbies 
have successfully broke through the barrier of 
jazz, other children’s programming entities 
will do the same.  Sesame Street has for 
sometime danced around the notion of jazz on 
disc and there is no reason why Barney can’t 
try his hand at jazz.  He certainly has a jazz 
persona. 
 
“I think, 20 years from now, “Playing It 
Straight” will be seen as a must-have jazz 
album for any serious jazz music collector,” 
concludes Sloof. “Right there among your 
Parker, Davis, Monk, and Kenny G albums.”   
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Ultimate Jazz? Why Not! 
 

Jazz has a new friend.  And this unlikely 
pairing might just be what finally catapults 
jazz into the cultural mainstream. What is it 
that finally might just give America's 
indigenous music its long-over-due notoriety?  
 
Believe it or not it’s Ultimate Fighting (aka 
Mixed Martial Arts).   
 
More and more jazz festivals are not only 
headlining their events with big names in jazz, 
but also with big names in this newest and 
most popular of sports.   To no one's surprise, 
spectators come out for the blood and 
mayhem, but stay for the jazz.   

continued on page 8 
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continued from page 7 
 

According to Miles Parker, the spokesman for 
Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC), the 
organization which oversees the bludgeoning 
sport, "When we first presented combining the 
two, nobody thought it would work.  Now it's 
hard to imagine Jazz without UF –or- UF 
without jazz."   
 
But where did combining the two first come 
up? According to Parker, “We first noticed at 
many of the UF events, audiences seem to 
respond to the music as much as the gore and 
violence.  And we particularly noticed they 
responded positively to jazz. Combining the 
two community friendly events into one big 
event just seemed a symbiotic natural.   
 
But understandably, the UFC was a little 
cautious at first:   “To many people, jazz can 
be just a little too edgy and a bit frightening.  
We didn’t want to scare people!”  

  
 
But success speaks for itself.  Monterey Jazz 
Festival has been combining the events for two 
years now & JVC Jazz Festival, Inc. will 
incorporate UF into their various events held 
throughout the USA starting next year.  The 
Newport Jazz Festival is now in negotiations, 
but a timetable has yet to be established. 
 
P.S. Happy April Fools Day! 
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The Annual Duke Ellington Concert  
Featuring Sam Skelton  

is Sunday, April 27 @ 5:00 p.m. at the 
AASU "Armstrong Center." & is part of Jazz 
Appreciation Month.  The concert is free and 

open to the public, thanks to a generous 
sponsorship from the 

City of Savannah Department of Cultural 
Affair s. 


