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The Sean Bolden Group  
Sunday, August 24 th 

 

Drummer/pianist, Sean Bolden’s 
intense passion for music has 
translated into making him an 
accomplished and much in-demand 
jazz musician in the Coastal Empire. 
 

He has recorded with some top jazz 
musicians as a studio musician, 
including, Robin Eubanks, Tom Lure, 

Stefan 
Harris on 
the national 
scene as 
well as area 
jazz heroes 
such  Teddy 
Adams, Eric 

Jones, Doug Carn, Delbert Felix, Tony 
Royster Sr. and many others.  
 

The concert will be held 
on Sunday, August 24th at 5 pm 
at Four Points by Sheraton Historic 
Savannah - 520 West Bryan Street. 
(Bryan & MLK). The concert is free 
for Coastal Jazz Association members 
and $10 for non-members. Attendees 
who join CJA while at the concert 
will also be admitted for free.  
 

For more information call:  912.675-  
5419 or go to www.coastal-jazz.org . 

 

2008 Savannah Jazz Festival 
September 20 - 28  

  

avannah, known for its commitment to the 
arts and the many festivals that are offered 
during the year hosts the nine-day 27th 

Savannah Jazz Festival - the largest and most 
popular of the city’s free festivals. 
 

The festival, celebrating jazz as a living art form, 
built on a constantly evolving tradition, will offer 
all types of jazz, from Dixieland, traditional swing, 
straight-ahead and bop to melodic standards, and 
funky down-home "gutbucket" blues. The festival 
kick-off on Saturday night (Sept 20) will be a Jazz 
Concert-Wine Tasting event to raise money for the 
Backus Children's Hospital.  The Jazz Trio is 
headlining this evening.  
 

As always, the festival offers the best in jazz 
talent.  This year’s festival will feature, The Bob 
James Quintet, The Savannah Jazz Orchestra-
Featuring "Simone", Donald Harrison, The Ben 
Riley Trio With Larry Willis, Ben Tucker Trio, 
Wanda Johnson and Shrimp City Slim, James 
Cotton, Freeport, Bob Baldwin, Eric Mintel, The 
CJA All-Stars, The University of North Florida 
Jazz ensemble with Trombonist, Steve Davis, The 
Jazz Corner Quintet,The Beer Parlor Ramblers, 
& The Skylite Jazz Ensemble."   
 

Go to   www.savannahjazzfestival.org and click on 
Savannah Jazz Festival or call 912-675-5419. 
 

Thanks in large part to the City of Savannah 
Department of Cultural Affairs,  there is no 
charge for the Savannah Jazz Festival. 
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Current Jazz Top Ten 
1. CASSANDRA WILSON — Loverly (Blue Note) 
2. STEVE TURRE — Rainbow People (HighNote) 
3. AHMAD JAMAL — It's Magic (Dreyfus) 
4. JAMES CARTER — Present Tense (Emarcy) 
5. WILLIE NELSON & WYNTON MARSALIS — Two Men With 
The Blues   (Blue Note) 
6. HOT CLUB OF DETROIT — Night Town (Mack Avenue) 
7. ELLIS MARSALIS — An Open Letter To Thelonious (Elm) 
8. CONRAD HERWIG — The Latin Side Of Wayne Shorter (Half 
Note) 
8. ESPERANZA SPALDING — Esperanza (Heads Up) 
10. THE VANGUARD JAZZ ORCHESTRA — Monday Night Live 
At The Village Vanguard (Planet Arts) 

 

FUNDRAISER 
“ Joe Strummer: The Future Is 

Unwritten”   
Wednesday, August 6th at  8 p.m.  

Sentient Bean by Forsyth Park 

F R E E 
for all-ages, 
but voluntary 
donations will 
be accepted 
with 100% of 
all proceeds 
benefiting the 
recovery fund 
of Ardsley 
Park shooting 

victims Jason Statts and David J. Williams.  
 

·  What: 2007 “Rock-umentary Film” – 
Joe Strummer: The Future Is Unwritten  

·  When: 8 pm, Wednesday, August 6 
(seating begins at 7:30 pm for ALL-
AGES)  

·  Where: The Sentient Bean Coffeehouse 
– 13 E. Park Ave. downtown  

·  Cost: FREE, with Voluntary Donations 
to the Statts / Williams Shooting Victims 
Recovery Fund 

 
The Psychotronic Film Society of Savannah, 
in conjunction with local music aficionado 
Larry Dane-Kellogg and Sony Pictures, are 
proud to present a free showing of this award-
winning (named Best British Documentary of 
2007 by the British Independent Film Awards) 
feature-length look at the life and times of 
famed rock star Joe Strummer, front man of 
British punk legends The Clash. 
 
Four years after his sudden and untimely 
death, Strummer’s influence reaches 
worldwide, perhaps more strongly than ever 
before. Director Temple, a close friend of 
Strummers, draws on their shared personal 
history in the punk movement (Temple 
directed The Sex Pistols’ infamous film The 
Great Rock & Roll Swindle), and constructed 

this “biographical art movie” out of rare 
performance footage, home movies and 
animated sequences. It includes on-screen 
interviews with Bono, John Cusack, Steve 
Buscemi, Johnny Depp, Flea of the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, Joe Ely, Mick Jagger, Jim 
Jarmusch and others.  (Language Advisory). 
 
While there is no admission charge to see 
the film, voluntary donations will be 
accepted on behalf of local rock musicians 
Jason Statts and David J. Williams, both of 
whom suffered life-threatening injuries as the 
result of a unprovoked shooting in Ardsley 
Park this past June 28th. Williams was recently 
released from Intensive Care, but has a long 
road to recovery ahead of him, and is 
uninsured. Statts is currently paralyzed from 
the waist down and has limited movement in 
his arms and none in his hands. He remains 
hospitalized in Atlanta and requires 24-hour 
care. 
 
Related Websites:   

·  www.myspace.com/psychotronicfilms  
·  www.sentientbean.com  
·  www.joestrummer.com  
·  www.joestrummerthemovie.com  
·  www.savannahnow.com/node/527774  
·  www.stattswilliams.com  
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* August Jazz (In August) 

The Sean Bolden Group  
Sunday, August 24th  @ 5pm 

Four Points by Sheraton Historic Sav - 520 West Bryan  

 
 

Ben Tucker at the Westin Aqua Star Room  
Hutchinson Island 

Sunday Brunch /11 am   -&-   Dinner/ Dance w/ Live 
Music  (912.201.2000) 

 
 

The Jazz Corner  
Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620) 

 
 

Bill Smith & Ellen Gross Inn @ Ellis Square  
Every Friday 6 – 8 p.m. / 912.232.2725 

 
 

Celebration of Hope Benefit  
Wine Tasting, Jazz & Auction 

September 20th @ 7:00 p.m. 
DeSoto Hilton Harborview Room   

$75 Cheryl Douse at 912*350*8194 

 
 

**The 27th Savannah Jazz Festival 
September 20th – September 28th 

 
The festival features the best in international, 
national, regional and local jazz talent.   The 
festival will feature (among others), Bob James, 
The Savannah Jazz Orchestra-Featuring 
"Simone", Donald Harrison, Ben Tucker Trio, Ben 
Riley Trio featuring Larry Willis, Wanda Johnson 
with Shrimp City Slim, James Cotton, Freeport, 
Bob Baldwin, Eric Mintel, The Coastal Jazz All-
Stars, The University of North Florida Jazz 
Ensemble with Trombonist, Steve Davis, David 
Lugo & Latin Jazz Motion, The Jazz Corner 
Quintet, Beer Parlor Ramblers, The Skylite Jazz 
Ensemble."  
 

 

*FREE FOR MEMBERS 
** FREE 
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 Sponsor a CJA Monthly Concert! 
 

ou can help make live���� ����������������  
happen in Savannah by being an 
individual or corporate sponsor for a 
concert in The Coastal Jazz 

Association’s monthly concert series.  
 

It might just surprise you how inexpensive and 
rewarding it can be.  A basic CJA monthly 
concert sponsorship is $750. 
 

Sponsorships are tax deductible (CJA is a 
501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization) 
 

Sponsorship includes acknowledgement in the 
CJA newsletter   �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� ��������   and on the 
website. Your commitment to live jazz in 
Savannah will also be announced at the 
concert event.  
 

For More Information go to: 
www.coastal-jazz.org (where you can view 
upcoming concerts) or call 912.272-9545.  
 
 
 

 

We Thank New and Renewed 
Supporters of ����������������  In Savannah 

 
Mr & Mrs. Alan Ratner 
Bill & Frances Emmons 

Bud Hunt 
Charles & Barbara Scobee 

Cynthia & Karl Collins 
Donald & Carolyn Clegg 
Isadore & Edith Karpf 

Joseph H. Foley, Jr 
Dr. & Mrs. Lester Johnson 

My & Sas Frank 
Peter Berquist & Ellen O' Leary 

 
Let us know if you joined but your name is missing 

by calling 912.354-4785 
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Jazz is music made by and for people who have 
chosen to feel good in spite of conditions. 
 

Johnny Griffin  -1928 - 2008 



A Quick Glance At the  
2008 Savannah Jazz Festival 

September 20 - 28  
 

The breakdown of the festival events for 
each day is below.  For more detail, please 
go to: www.savannahjazzfestival.org  
 
 
*Saturday   September 20th   Wine Tasting, 
Auction & Jazz: A Fundraiser for Backus 
Children's Hospital. 75 specialty wines from 
5 distributors & heavy hors d’oeuvres 
(DeSoto Hilton). -7pm- Tickets $75 / call 
912*350*8194 
 

The Following Events Are FREE 
 

*Sunday   September 21st      Festival Kick-
off Jazz Party - Four Points by Sheraton 
Historic Savannah - 5:00-9:00pm     
 

*Monday   September 22nd    Party All The 
Time: David Lugo & Latin Jazz Motion - 
Four Points by Sheraton Historic Savannah  
8:00pm-11:00pm       
 

*Tuesday    September 23   Jazz In 
Motion (Pictures) featuring the film  A 
Great Day In Harlem  (Jewish Educational 
Alliance / 5111 Abercorn St)  -7:30pm- 
 

*Wednesday   September 24th   Jazz Goes 
South (Savannah Country Day School / 824 
Stillwood Dr) – 7pm 
 

Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite Jazz 
Band 
The Beer Parlor Ramblers 
Eric Mintel’s Jazz Tribute to Dave Brubeck 
 

*Thursday   September 25th    Blues Under 
the Stars   Outside in beautiful Forsyth 
Park in Downtown Savannah -7pm- 
 

Eric Culberson’s Blues Band 
Wanda Johnson & Shrimp City Slim Band 
James Cotton 
***After Festival Jam Session -11pm-  
                                         

*Friday   September 26th   Contemporary 
Jazz Jam    Outside in beautiful Forsyth 
Park in Downtown Savannah -7pm- 
 

Freeport 
Bob Baldwin 
Bob James Quintet 
***After Festival Jam Session -11pm-  
 

*Saturday  September 27th   Jazz Served 
Straight-up  Outside in beautiful Forsyth 
Park in Downtown Savannah -3pm- 
 

The Jazz Corner Quintet (sponsored by The 
Jazz Corner on Hilton Head Is. SC) 
Coastal Jazz All-Stars 
University of North Florida Jazz Ensemble 
with Trombonist, Steve Davis 
Ben Riley Trio featuring Larry Willis 
Donald Harrison 
The Savannah Jazz Orchestra featuring 
"Simone" 
***After Festival Jam Session -11pm-  
 
*Sunday   September 28th   Youth Jazz 
Festival   Outside in beautiful Forsyth 
Park in Downtown Savannah 
 

The Skylite Jazz Ensemble, CJA All-Stars 
& MORE !!!  -4pm-  
 

***All After Festival Jam Sessions  
-11pm- Four Points by Sheraton - Savannah- 
Historic District- 520 West Bryan Street -The 
Official Hotel of the Savannah Jazz Festival 
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September 21th to September 28th 

to   www.savannahjazzfestival.org and click on 
Savannah Jazz Festival or call 912-675-5419. 

w w w .  s a v a n n a hj a z z f e s t i v a l . o r g  

N O T E W O R T H Y    4  



 

2008 Officers: 
  

    President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lacy Manigault 
    1st  Vice President . . . . . . . . .  Skip Jennings 
   2nd  Vice President . . . . . Mel issa Harvey 

    Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Peterson 
    Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Keith 
 

2008 CJA Board of Directors 
 

Bill Vogele 
Dr. Jim Gibson 

John Cochran 
Larry Dane-Kel logg 

Ligel Lambert  
Michael Hutchinson 

Teddy Adams 

Let Jazz “Un-Tax” You! 
 

We hope you will  consider the Coastal Jazz 
Association when you are planning your 
charitable contributions in the coming months. 
Joining or donating to CJA helps jazz 
maintain a high profile in Savannah and has 
the secondary benefit of being TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE .   As you probably know, in 
about two months, the Coastal Jazz 
Association will present some of the top 
names in jazz at the 2008 Savannah Jazz 
Festival and -as you have witnessed-  CJA ha 
had a very exciting Fall / Winter / Spring / 
Summer concert series and other events such 
as the big-band concerts and Jazz on Film!  
 

And remember, your membership and 
contributions gets you into our monthly 
concert series for free (among other great 
things).   
 

You can also be assured that your membership 
contribution goes directly to helping us present 
great artists as well as helps to support CJA 
education initiatives (which by the way – gives 

out not one, but two scholarships to promising 
jazz students as they pursue their jazz studies!)   
 

Your support keeps great jazz alive in our 
community! And even if you do not join The 
Coastal Jazz Association, please SUPPORT 
THE ARTS in Savannah! 
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Bob James Quintet 
Savannah Jazz Festival – Forsyth Park 
Friday, September 26th    

In a career that spans 
five decades, Bob 
James has produced an 
impressive body of 
work: Over 30 solo 
albums plus 
collaborations have 
resulted in 15 
Grammy nominations 
plus innumerable 
awards, beginning in 

1962 at and most recently with the George 
Benson Lifetime Achievement Award in 2006. 
In between there has been Jazz Artist of the 
Year, Jazz Producer of the Decade, #1 Jazz 
radio hits and five #1 tracks on the Billboard 
Jazz Charts.  
 

During the 1970s, Bob James played a major 
role in turning fusion jazz more mainstream. 
"Angela", the instrumental theme from the 
sitcom Taxi, is probably Bob James' most 
well-known work to date, that same song is 
recognized by ASCAP as one of the “top ten” 
series themes in TV history. He is also well-
known for the fusion classic "Westchester 
Lady", from the album Bob James Three.   
 

Bob James' popularity as a contemporary jazz 
pianist has sometimes obscured the fact that 
he's also a fine bop and fusion musician; his 
recordings have practically defined pop/jazz 
and crossover during the past few decades.  
 

Very influenced by pop and movie music, 
James has often featured R&B-ish soloists 
(most notably Grover Washington, Jr.) who 
add a jazz touch to what is essentially an 
instrumental pop set. He actually started out in 
music going with a much different direction. 
In 1962, James recorded a bop-ish trio set for 
Mercury, and three years later his album for 
ESP was quite avant-garde, with electronic 
tapes used for effects. After a period with 
Sarah Vaughan (1965-1968), he became a 

studio musician, and by 1973 was arranging 
and working as a producer for CTI. 
 

Winner of two Grammy Awards, James has 
composed for Broadway (‘Hapgood’ by Tom 
Stoppard, directed by Jack O’Brien & 
‘Hamlet’ directed by Kevin Kline among the 
many plays). Since Bob founded Fourplay in 
1991, they have recorded ten albums of its 
own, sold millions of copies, toured the world 
and been nominated for two Grammys. An 
unexpected but very successful component of 
James’ career is his popularity with the 
industry’s top rappers. Samples of his 1970’s 
and 1980’s compositions and recordings have 
been used by rap artists as early as 
Grandmaster Flash and DJ Jazzy Jeff & the 
Fresh Prince on to Run-DMC, LL Cool J, 
Warren G, Jamie Foxx, Jay-Z Guru, 
Consequence and Busta Rhymes.  
 

In the past several years, Bob has spent many 
months in the Far East producing a new 
project,‘ Angels of Shanghai’ a true ‘east 
meets west’ project – five young musicians 
from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music 
playing ancient Chinese instruments together 
with James Genus and Nathan East on bass, 
Harvey Mason on drums and, of course, Bob 
James on keyboards. Originally released in 
both Korea and Japan, the musicians 
performed at the Bangkok Jazz Festival, Java 
Jazz Festival and in that spring toured Korea 
and Japan. 
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Poster of the 2008 Savannah Jazz 
Festival available at www.ligel.com 
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Savannah Jazz Festival 
Wednesday, September 24th   
                       - Jazz Goes South 
 
The Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite 
Jazz Band has been delighting audiences 

around the 
area for 

many 
years. SJB 
is currently 
directed by 

Mr. 
Michael 

Hutchinson and has performed with jazz 
greats, Donald Byrd, Ravi Coltrane, Curtis 
Fuller, Jimmy Heath, Benny Goldson, Marcus 
Roberts, and many others. Many of SJB 
students make All-State Jazz Band or Concert 
Band during their tenure at Savannah Arts 
Academy. 
 
The Beer Parlor Ramblers, an Old-

fashioned authentic 
New Orleans’ style 
Dixieland jazz band 
is lead by William J. 
"Buddy" Kosic on 

Drums; Christian 
Flores on the Tuba; 
Willie Hammett 
blowing down on the 
Trumpet and 

Trombone; Sandra Embly tickeling the Ivory's 
on Piano, and Mr. Royce Johnson whailing on 
the Clarinet, flute the Saxaphone and plucking 
on the old banjo.  Known for their own style of 
Dixieland music blended with a touch of 
humor, the Ramblers have entertained 
thousands of Savannah locals and visitors 
alike.   What a great group of Musicians!                      
                     
                     What great fun !!! 
 

Eric Mintel’s Jazz Tribute to Dave 
Brubeck. A Tribute to features the Eric 
Mintel Quartet performing rarely heard music 
of Dave Brubeck such as Blue Rondo a la 
Turk, Take Five, Three To Get Ready, 
Unisphere and the newer Brubeck 
compositions like Why Not, Benjamin, 
Shilling and many more.   .  “I guess you 
would have to say that we have a Dave 
Brubeck Quartet style of sound," says Mr. 
Mintel. “It's lyrical and melodic, but it's also 
very high energy and accessible."  Maybe this 
is why Mr. Mintel has connected with 
audiences throughout the world with his 
unique style of jazz and original compositions.  
 

Eric has released his fourth CD, Hopscotch in 
which Jazz icon, 
Dave Brubeck wrote 
the liner notes.  
 

There has been a 
performance by 
invitation at the 
White House, 
several 
performances at the 
Kennedy Center, 
collaborations with 
symphony orchestra 
and choral groups, 
outreach to students, 
performances at jazz festivals, cultural centers 
and concert halls throughout the country and 
educating the public on the importance of jazz 
music in our culture.  
 

Both a pianist and a composer,  Mintel is the 
leader of one of the finest straight ahead jazz 
quartets in the country today.  Energetic, 
lyrical, swinging and always entertaining, The 
music of the Eric Mintel Quartet touches the 
soul. 
 

Savannah Jazz Festival “Jazz Goes South” 
will be held at Savannah Country Day 
School / 824 Stillwood Dr. starting at 7pm. 
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Jazz Titan Johnny Griffin Dies 
 

PARIS (AFP) - US jazz tenor saxophonist 
Johnny Griffin, who played alongside such 
luminaries as Lionel Hampton, Art Blakey and 
Thelonius Monk, died July 25th in France.  He 
was 80. 
 

Nicknamed the Little Giant, related to his 
height (around five feet -five), he died at 
home in Mauprevoir, a village in the west-
central La Vienne district, where he had spent 
the last 18 years of his life. The cause of death 
was not disclosed. 
 

After studying music at the DuSable High 
School in his native Chicago, Griffin joined 
vibes star Hampton's orchestra in 1945 before 
leaving with trumpeter Joe Morris to join the 
latter's own band. 
 

Throughout the 1950s, he played with a variety 
of combos, including Art Blakey's Jazz 
Messengers. 
 

He also played alongside cornetist Nat Adderley 
and recorded with John Coltrane. The fruits of 
this collaboration produced the 1957 classic 
Blue Note album, "A Blowin' Session." 
 

At the start of the 1960s, Griffin founded his 
own group along with another saxophone 
player, Eddie "Lockjaw" Davis, but in 1962 he 
decided to set up home in France. 
  

Legendary London jazz club Ronnie Scott's 
described Griffin on its website as a "member 
of jazz's elite ... his burning solos and furiously 
nimble runs anchored by an amazingly well-
informed and complete grasp of melody and 
harmony, marking him out as one of the 
greatest tenor sax players.”    
 
Other Jazz Passings in July . . . 
 

Guitarist Joe Beck, 62   
Hiram Bullock, 53
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