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11th  Annual Musical 
Salute To MLK  

Features  
The Savannah Jazz Orchestra & 

Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite Band 
7 pm Tuesday, January 13th  At the JEA 

 

The Jewish Educational Alliance will be 
host to the 11th Annual, A Musical Salute 
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on 
Tuesday, January 13th at 7:00 P.M. at the 
Jewish Educational Alliance (5111 
Abercorn St).  This year’s event is being 
co-presented by the Jewish Educational 
Alliance, the Savannah Jewish Federation 
Community Relations Council, the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Observance Day 
Association, the Coastal Jazz Association, 
through a grant from the City of Savannah 
Department of Cultural Affairs and the 
Southeast Georgia Chapter of the National 
Association of Social Workers.   Portman’s 
Music Superstore and MorningStar 
Cultural Arts, Hands on Savannah of 

United Way, are the event’s sponsors.   
There will be a dessert reception at 
intermission. 

The Coastal Jazz Association Presents 

� � � � � � � � � � � �  
 

The Howard Paul Quartet 
January 25th   

5 pm at Four 
Points 

 

Classic Seven 
String Jazz 
Guitarist, Howard 
Paul grew up in 
Atlantic City, N.J, 
and has been 
playing guitar 
since the age of 
four. He was drawn to jazz at 10 years old, 
eventually working both small and big bands, and 
performing in clubs, hotels, showrooms and 
eventually casinos. At seventeen, he joined the 
Judy Cahill Trio, backing or played opposite artists 
including Chris Conner, Dizzy Gillespie, Roy 
Ayres, Freddie Cole and Carmen McCrae.  
 

He taught music privately and as an adjunct faculty 
member at Atlantic Community College in Mays 
Landing, New Jersey from 1978 to 1981. Since 
moving to Savannah, Georgia in 1991 he has led 
his own trio and quartet, worked continuously with 
bassist/jazz legend Ben Tucker, recorded as a 
studio musician for Manion Music, and performed 
with the Savannah Symphony Pops Orchestra and 
the Coastal Jazz All Stars. He is a recurring 
performer at The Smithsonian Institution's Jazz 
Cafe Savannah Jazz Festival and Savannah Music 
Festival, and St. Simons Island Jazz in the Park.  
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(Salute to MLK)  This very powerful event, 
which will feature the Savannah Jazz 
Orchestra, co-led by Teddy Adams and 
Randall Reese, & The Savannah Arts Academy 
Skyelite Jazz Band, under the baton of 
Michael Hutchinson, is part of the official 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance 
Celebration which pays tribute to the birth and 
life of one of America’s great men of freedom, 
justice and equality.  The Savannah Jazz 
Orchestra is comprised of the areas best 
musicians and has backed some of the biggest 
names in jazz, including:  Benny Golson, 
Jimmy Heath, Diane Schuur, Clark Terry and 
Bobby Watson.  They have performed at most 
of the Savannah Jazz Festivals and their annual 
Tribute to the Duke Ellington Concert is a 
favorite among local jazz fans.   
 
The Skyelite Jazz Band has traveled the globe 
representing Savannah and has won many 
awards and accolades.  
  

The tribute concert is free and open to the 
community and will be an event for the whole 
community to share.  So grab the children and 
come hear some wonderful music as the JEA 
plays host to a concert honoring one of the 
great men of the twentieth century.  
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(January Jazz)  Mr. Paul is the house guitarist/ bandleader 
at The Jazz Corner in Hilton Head, where his band performs 
nearly every Monday night, as well as a dozens of  
weekends yearly. His recent recordings with the Sweet Jazz 
label "Live at The Jazz Corner" features artist Ali Ryerson, 
Ben Tucker, Bill Atwell, and Christian Tamburr. He has 
been a contributing writer to Just Jazz Guitar Magazine, and 
has co-produced the Benedetto Players In Concert series 
since 1998. 
 

He has performed throughout the United States in guitar 
duos/clinics with guitarist including Bucky Pizzarelli, 
Jimmy Bruno, Howard Alden, Jack Wilkins, Joe Beck, 
Andreas Oberg, and Frank Vignola. Small group 
performances include club dates with flutist Ali Ryerson, 
singer Diane Hubka, vibraphonist/drummer Chuck Redd, 
bassist Phil Flannigan, and piano legend/Grammy winner 
Bob James. 
 

In addition to his music career, Howard serves as 
President/CEO of Benedetto Guitars Inc. based in 
Savannah.  
 

For More Information:  www.coastal-jazz.org or call 
912.675.5419. 
 

The concert will be held on Sunday, January 25th  at 5 pm at 
Four Points by Sheraton Historic Savannah - 520 West 
Bryan Street. (Bryan & MLK).   The concert is free for Coastal 
Jazz Association members and $10 for non-members. Attendees 
who join CJA while at the concert will also be admitted for free. 

               Future of Jazz Celebrates Johnny Mercer 
��������	��������	��������	��������	   

The Spelman College Jazz Ensemble 
Monday, February 2nd @ 7 p.m. at the JEA 

 
                                               This very special program features The Spelman College Women's Jazz 
Ensemble and Future Jazz Instrumentalists and Vocalists in tribute to Johnny Mercer and the African 
American Female Jazz Vocalists who sang his songs.  
 

Since its inception, the Spelman College Jazz Ensemble has established that jazz isn't a man's world after all. 
 

From the all women's college in Atlanta, Georgia, this unique combination of vocalists, wind instrumentalists 
and rhythm section has thrilled and excited audiences across the country with their innovative and soulful 
sound.  (continued next page) 
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(Spelman continued)   Organized in 1983, this talented, 
nationally-renowned, all female jazz ensemble has 
shared the stage with jazz greats such as Wynton 
Marsalis, Consuela Lee, Nancy Wilson, Leroy 
Jenkins, Valerie Capers, Straight Ahead Jazz 
Quartet, The Uptown Sting Quartet, Dee Dee 
Bridgewater, and Regina Carter.   
 

The ensemble has performed at the New Orleans 
Jazz and Heritage Festival and concert 
performances in Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, 
Newark, New York, the University of Eastern 
Tennessee, Baltimore and Columbia, Maryland, 
University of Illinois, University of Michigan, 
Western Illinois, Notre Dame, University of Mass., 
Smith, Wisconsin, Drexel University, Purdue, Tri 
Cities Festival, Cleveland, Ohio, National Black 
Arts Festival, The Kennedy Center in Washington, 
D.C. and The New Jersey Performing Arts Center.  
 

The Ensemble has released its fourth compact disc, 
“Feelin’ Good,” which includes a tribute to Nina 
Simone. 
 

The Spelman College Jazz Ensemble will play at 
the Jewish Educational Alliance, 5111 Abercorn 
Street on February 2nd at 7 p.m.  The event is 
presented by the Black Heritage Festival and the 
Jewish Educational Alliance and sponsored by the 
City of Savannah’s Department of Cultural 
Affairs.   
 

The Concert is free and the public is encouraged to 
attend.  

 
C J A  A N N U A L  MEETING & 

CONCERT 
��������	
��������	
��������	
��������	
  

A n n i e  S e l l i c k  
Internationally Celebrated  Jazz Vocalist  

  

Sunday, February 22nd   at 5 p.m. 
 

The Coastal Jazz Association Annual Meeting & 
Concert will be held on Sunday, February 22nd.  
During the short annual meeting, the CJA 
membership will elect a new Board of Directors. 
All members are encouraged to attend.  Those 

individuals who join CJA before the meeting will 
also have voting privileges.  
 

The annual meeting & Concert will feature Annie 
Sellick, an internationally known vocalist who 
hails from Nashville, Tennessee. 
 

Perhaps Annie Sellick's best quality as a singer is 
her ability to make people happy. An unusually 
engaging performer, she has won a large, devoted 
following and earned rave reviews, winning 
numerous “Best Jazz Artist” awards in the 
Nashville Media. Her third CD, recorded live in 
L.A. and released in 2005 is as free-spirited and 
full of attitude as she is.  In 2007, she and the Hot 
Club of Nashville (lead by master picker Richard 
Smith) released a guitar-driven swing album. 
 

Annie Sellick's jazz journey began auspiciously 
when she sat in with guitarist Roland Gresham's 
group at a club near the college she attended. After 
her performance, the crowd rose to their feet 
cheering, and it was clear she had found her 
calling. “It shocked me, the response and I think it 
shocked Roland too. After working with the trio for 
four years, she moved back to her hometown of 
Nashville and honed her skills at the Nashville Jazz 
Workshop. After just a few years in her hometown, 
she won a devoted following, became a mainstay at 
the major jazz venues, was profiled in every major 
Nashville paper, and gave a celebrated sold-out 
performance backed by the Nashville Symphony. 
 

Her career in jazz has taken her through four 
recordings on her own label (one with renowned 
jazz organist Joey DeFrancesco), stardom in 
Nashville and regular appearances in Atlanta, New 
York, Los Angeles, and Montreal to sold-out 
audiences. 
 

Don’t miss this very special event.  Bring your 
friends and family. 
 

 The CJA Annual Meeting & Concert will be held on 
Sunday, February 22nd  at 5 p.m. at Four Points by 
Sheraton Historic Savannah - 520 West Bryan Street. 
(Bryan & MLK).   The event is free for Coastal Jazz 
Association members and $10 for non-members. 
Attendees who join CJA while at the concert will also 
be admitted for free and will be eligible to vote for the 
slate of officers.  For More Information:  
www.coastal-jazz.org  or call 912.675.5419. 
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Coastal Jazz Presents 
11th  Annual Musical Salute To MLK  

Featuring 
The Savannah Jazz Orchestra & Savannah Arts 

Academy Skyelite Band 
7 pm  Tuesday, January 13th  At the JEA (Free) 

 
 

Coastal Jazz Presents 
The Coastal Jazz Association Presents 

J a n u a r y  J a z z  
The Howard Paul Quartet 

January 25th  -5 pm at Four Points 

 
 

Future of Jazz Celebrates Johnny Mercer 
Featuring  

The Spelman College Jazz Ensemble 
7 pm Monday, February 2nd @ at the JEA (Free) 

 
 

Coastal Jazz A n n u a l  Meeting & Concert 
Featuring  

A n n i e  S e l l i c k  
Internationally Celebrated  Jazz Vocalist  

Sunday, February 22nd   at 5 pm at Four Points 

 
 

Creative Minds  Presents 
Loren Schoenberg On 

Louis Armstrong: The Consummate 
American 

Monday, February 23, 2009, 6:30 p.m. 
SCDS Jelks Auditorium 

$10 in advance, $12 at the door/ 912-925-8800 

 
 

T h e  S a v a n n a h  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l  
March 19 to April 5 

www.savannahmusicfestival.org 

 
 

Ben Tucker 
Westin Aqua Star Room  Hutchinson Island 

Sunday Brunch /11 am   -&-   Dinner/ Dance w/ 
Live Music (912.201.2000) 

 
 

The Jazz Corner  
Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620) 

www.thejazzcorner.com 

The Word on Jazz . . . 
 

Becoming Billie Holiday 
A fictional verse memoir 
By Carole Boston Weatherford 
Art by Floyd Cooper 
 

Becoming Billie Holiday 
is a "fictional verse 
memoir" that "imagines 
her legendary life from 
birth to young adulthood." 
The titles of each poem 
Weatherford has written 
are taken from the songs 
Holiday sang throughout 
her career. 
 

The world knew her as 
Billie Holiday, but first she was Eleanora Fagan -
neglected by her parents, raped by a neighbor, and 
sent to reform school. She scrubbed marble steps, 
drank bootleg liquor, smoked (then-legal) 
marijuana, worked in a brothel, and found her 
voice--all before leaving Baltimore. She hit New 
York just as the Harlem Renaissance gave way to 
the Great Depression. Undoubtedly, although she 
lived a heartbreaking life in many ways, she was 
nonetheless able to make lemonade with life’s 
lemons. 
 

Luckily, Eleanora had a voice. She began her 
singing career as a teen and, by age 25, had not 
only fronted the era’s hottest bands, but recorded 
her signature song “Strange Fruit.”  
 

Through a sequence of raw and poignant poems, 
award-winning poet Carole Boston Weatherford 
chronicles Eleanora Fagan’s metamorphosis into 
Billie Holiday. The author/poet examines the 
singer’s young life, her fight for survival, and the 
dream she pursued with passion. With stunning art 
by Floyd Cooper this book provides a revealing 
perspective to at a cultural icon. 
 

Hardcover, 120 pages, $19.95 
Boyds Mills Press/Wordsong 
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C o a s t a l  J a z z  A s s o c i a t i o n 
Jazz Appreciation Month Concert 

-Rite of Swing- 
TheAnnual Duke Ellington Concert  

FeaturingThe Savannah Jazz Orchestra 
w/Mark Sterbank 

Sunday, April 19, 2009, 5:00 p.m. 
AASU Fine Arts Auditorium 
Free and Open to the Public 

 

The Coastal Jazz Association presents a tribute 
to Duke Ellington on Sunday, April 19, 
2008 which will feature special guest 
saxophonist, Mark Sterbank.  This event will be 
celebrating the legacy left by one of America’s 
greatest musicians/composers for what would 
have been his 110th birthday (born April 29, 
1899).   
 

Every year The Savannah Jazz Orchestra, 
under the co-leadership of Teddy Adams and 
Randy Reese, features both unfamiliar 
compositions and special guest artists as a part 
of enhancing the genius of every Ellington 
concert. 
 

This will be CJA’s 23rd year playing tribute to 
Mr. Ellington. 
 

Special guest:  Saxophonist  Mark Sterbank is 
Assistant Professor of Jazz Studies and 
saxophone instructor at Charleston Southern 
University. He received his Bachelor of Music 
degree from the Eastman School of Music, 
where he received the coveted Performer’s 
Certificate and a Master of Music degree from 
the University of New Orleans, where he also 
studied with pianist Ellis Marsalis under a grant 
from the National Endowment of the Arts. 
 

His credits include performances with Fred 
Wesley, Mary Wilson, the Darius Rucker Big 
Band, the Charleston and Savannah 
Symphonies, a national tour with the Harry 
Connick, Jr. Orchestra, and performances with 
Nicholas Payton, Brian Blade, Eartha Kitt, and 
the Temptations.  

 

Mark currently resides in Charleston, South 
Carolina. 
 

Those attending the concert will also bear 
witness to Priscilla 
Albergottie Williams, 
who is the featured 
vocalist for the 
Savannah Jazz 
Orchestra. Ms. 
Albergottie Williams, 
one of the finest 
vocalists in this area, 
has been performing 
both church and 
secular music and 
does them in superb 
equilibrium. She 
performed with 
trombonist, Teddy 
Adams, for years and was the featured vocalist 
with the Savannah Jazz Orchestra. She can be 
heard on SJO: live recording "Satin Doll", the 
music of Duke Ellington and Johnny Mercer.  
 

This special concert will be held on Sunday, 
April 19, 2009, 5:00 p.m. at the Armstrong 
Atlantic State University "Fine Arts 
Auditorium."   
 

The concert is free and open to the public and is 
presented by The Coastal Jazz Association of 
Savannah through a generous grant from 
the City of Savannah  Department of Cultural 
Affairs. 
 

For more information call 912-675-5419 or go 
to   www.coastal-jazz.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Upcoming Jazz Event 

University of West Georgia  
Jazz Ensemble  

Community Concert at the JEA 
Thursday, May 15th @ 1:30 p.m. 

 
Free and Open to the Public 
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Let Jazz “Un-Tax” You! 
 

e hope you will  consider the Coastal 
Jazz Association when you are 
planning your charitable contributions 

in the coming months. Joining or donating to 
CJA helps jazz maintain a high profile in 
Savannah and has the secondary benefit of being 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE .    
 

Your membership and contributions get you 
into our monthly concert series for FREE 
(among other great things).   
 

You can also be assured that your membership 
contribution goes directly to helping us present 
great artists and helps to support CJA education 
initiatives (which by the way – include  not one, 
but two scholarships to promising jazz students). 
 

Your support keeps great jazz alive in our 
community! And even if you do not join The 
Coastal Jazz Association, PLEASE SUPPORT 
THE ARTS IN SAVANNAH 

����
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 Sponsor a CJA Monthly Concert! 
 

ou can help make live��������������������  happen 
in Savannah by being an individual or 
corporate sponsor for a concert in The 
Coastal Jazz Association’s monthly 

concert series.  
 

It might just surprise you how inexpensive and 
rewarding it can be.  A basic CJA monthly 
concert sponsorship is $750. 
 

Sponsorships are tax deductible (CJA is a 501(c)3 
Non-Profit Organization) 
 

Sponsorship includes acknowledgement in the 
CJA newsletter   �������� �������� 								 �������� �������� �������� �������� 								 �������� ��������   and on the 
website. Your commitment to live jazz in 
Savannah will also be announced at the concert 
event.  

For More Information go to: 
www.coastal-jazz.org (where you can view 
upcoming concerts) or call 912.272-9545. 

 

W Y 
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We Thank New and Renewed  
Supporters of ����������������  In Savannah 

 

Alan & Jane Levin 
Bob & Claudette Engvall 

Burton Sauls 
Chelsea Mitchell 

Frank Jacobs & Gloria Jenks 
Grisby N. Collier Sr. 

Joel P. Shaw 
Jonathan Neal 

Kelie Ann & Kelcee Nikki Connor 
Kris Strubell 

Margo & Tom Webb 
Mary Anne & Richard Stephens 
Mike Kaslih & Connie Corson 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Grossberg 

Mrs. Murlin P. Collins 
Muriel D. McCoy 

Norval & Lolita Hickman 
Patty Williams 

Peggy Hale 
Raleigh & Traci Stevens 

 

Let us know if you joined but your name is missing by 
calling  912.920.1317 

 

The Final Coda 
 

Bill Drake, 71, disc jockey 
Eartha Kitt, 81, singer/actress 
Freddie Hubbard, 70, trumpet 

Nina Creque, 67, pianist/composer 
Odetta, 77, Singer/human rights activist 

Omar Clay, 73, drummer 
Page Cavanaugh, 86; pianist 

Prince Lasha, 79, flutist/saxophonist 
Sandy Ruby, 67, Co-founder of Tech Hifi 

Vernon "Chico" Banks, 47, guitarist 
Jimmy Minger, pianist 

 

Music Knows No Boundries: Music is a Gift of God. It is 
not bound by language, country, religion... or even 

instruments!!! 
 
 
 

JazzTimes Critics' Top 50 Jazz Picks For 2008    
  

1. Rabo De Nube by Charles Lloyd Quartet    
2. Early Reflections by Bennie Maupin Quartet    
3. Symphonica by Joe Lovano    
4. Day Trip by Pat Metheny w/ Christian Mcbride & 

Antonio Sanchez    
5. Pass It On by Dave Holland Sextet    

6. History, Mystery by Bill Frisell    
7. Appearing Nightly by Carla Bley Big Band    
8. Loverly by Cassandra Wilson    
9. Miles from India by Various Artists    
10. Notes From the Village by Anat Cohen    
11. Filtros by Guillermo Klein & Los Guachos    
12. Karibu by Lionel Loueke    
13. Silence by David Murray/Mal Waldron    
14. Guitars by McCoy Tyner    
15. Kinsmen by Rudresh Mahanthappa  
16. Longitude by Martial Solal Trio 
17. Our Delight by The James Moody and Hank Jones  
18. Present Tense by James Carter  
19. The New Crystal Silence by Chick Corea & Gary Burton    
20. Cantando by Bobo Stenson Trio    
21. Earfood by The Roy Hargrove Quartet    
22. Season of Changes by Brian Blade Fellowship    
23. The Dreamer by Jose James    
24. Live by Brad Mehldau Trio    
25. Tabligh by Wadada Leo Smith’s Golden Quartet    
26. SFJazz Collective Live 2008 by SFJazz Collective    
27. January by Marcin Wasilewski Trio    
28. Bert’s Playground by Ari Hoenig    
29. Two Men With the Blues by Willie Nelson & Wynton 

Marsalis    
30. Cultural Survival by David Sanchez    
31. The Cole Porter Mix by Patricia Barber    
32. Speak Low by Boz Scaggs    
33. Sticks and Strings by Joe Locke Quartet    
34. The World Awakes: A Tribute to Eli “Lucky” Thompson 

by Michael Blake    
35. Awake by Miguel Zenón    
36. Blue Crescent by Dr. Michael White    
37. Beyond Standard by Hiromi’s Sonicbloom    
38. Crossing the Field by Jenny Scheinman    
39. Dream Garden by Adam Rudolph’s Moving Pictures    
40. Negative Space by David Liebman/Roberto Tarenzi/Paolo 

Benedettini/Tony Arco    
41. Romance by Rosa Passos    
42. Moonshine by Dave Douglas & Keystone  
43. Dragon's Head by Mary Halvorson Trio    
44. Holon by Nik Bärtsch’s Ronin    
45. Live at the Village Vanguard, Vol. II by Paul Motian Trio 

2000 + Two    
46. Tiny Resistors by Todd Sickafoose    
47. Cirio by Franciso Mela    
48. Gently Disturbed by Avishai Cohen Trio    
49. The Remedy: Live at the Village Vanguard by Kurt 

Rosenwinkel    
50. You Are There by Roberta Gambarini & Hank Jones    
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Jazz Great Freddie Hubbard Dead at 70 
By John Rogers   
 

(AP) — Freddie Hubbard, the Grammy-winning jazz 
musician whose style influenced a generation of trumpet 
players and who collaborated with such greats as Ornette 
Coleman, John Coltrane and Sonny Rollins, died Monday, a 
month after suffering a heart attack. He was 70. 
 

Hubbard died at Sherman Oaks Hospital, said his manager, 
fellow trumpeter David Weiss of the New Jazz Composers 
Octet. He had been hospitalized since suffering the heart 
attack a day before Thanksgiving. 
 

A towering figure in jazz circles, Hubbard played on 
hundreds of recordings in a career dating to 1958, the year he 
arrived in New York from his hometown Indianapolis, where 
he had studied at the Arthur Jordan Conservatory of Music 
and with the Indianapolis Symphony. 
 

Soon he had hooked up with such jazz legends as Thelonious 
Monk, Miles Davis, Cannonball Adderley and Coltrane. 
 

"I met Trane at a jam session at Count Basie's in Harlem in 
1958," he told the jazz magazine Down Beat in 1995. "He 
said, `Why don't you come over and let's try and practice a 
little bit together.' I almost went crazy. I mean, here is a 20-
year-old kid practicing with John Coltrane. He helped me out 
a lot, and we worked several jobs together." 
 

In his earliest recordings, which included "Open Sesame" 
and "Goin' Up" for Blue Note in 1960, the influence of Davis 

and others on Hubbard is obvious, Weiss said. But within a 
couple years he would develop a style all his own, one that 
would influence generations of musicians, including Wynton 
Marsalis. 
 

"He influenced all the trumpet players that came after him," 
Marsalis told The Associated Press earlier this year. 
"Certainly I listened to him a lot. ... We all listened to him. 
He has a big sound and a great sense of rhythm and time and 
really the hallmark of his playing is an exuberance. His 
playing is exuberant." 
 

Hubbard played on more than 300 recordings, including his 
own albums and those of scores of other artists. He won his 
Grammy in 1972 for best jazz performance by a group for the 
album "First Light." 
 

As a young musician, Hubbard became revered among his 
peers for a fiery, blazing style that allowed him to hit notes 
higher and faster than just about anyone else with a horn. As 
age and infirmity began to slow that style, he switched to a 
softer, melodic style and played a flugelhorn. His fellow 
musicians were still impressed. 
 

"The sound he gets on just one note. I know he does all the 
flashy stuff and the high stuff and it's all great but ... he'd 
play `Body and Soul' on the flugelhorn and it was just that 
much better again than everyone around him," trumpeter 
Chris Botti said in an interview earlier this year.  
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"To some will come a time when change itself is beauty, if not 
heaven." 

- Edwin Arlington Robinson, 1869 - 1935  


