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Dedicated to the preservation of
America’s art form, Jazz.

Coastal Jazz Association’s

2"! Annual Fathers’ Day Concert

June 17" @ 5 p.m.

Fun Fathers’ Day Features:

Dave Solazzor — piano
Howard Paul — guitar
George Sheck - bass

New York pianist Dave Solazzo
joins jazz guitarist Howard Paul
and bassist George Sheck for an
evening of classical jazz
harvested straight from the
American Songbook.

"Professor Dave" is a virtuoso
player in the style of Art Tatum
He has performed with with jaz3
luminaries Chuck Mangione an(
Frank Foster. Mr. Howard is &
mainstay in regional jazz scene.

Howard Paul grew up in B
Atlantic City, N.J, and has bee R
playing guitar since the age of four. He was
drawn to jazz at 10 years old, eventually
working both small and big bands, and
performing in clubs, hotels, showrooms and
eventually casinos. At seventeen, he joined the
Judy Cabhill Trio, backing or played opposite
artists including Chris Conner, Dizzy
Gillespie, Roy Ayres, Freddie Cole and
Carmen McCrae. Since moving to Savannah,

in 1991 he has led his own trio and recorded as

a studio musician for Manion Music, and

performed with the Savannah Symphony Pops
Orchestra and the Coastal Jazz All Stars. He is
a recurring performer at Savannah Jazz
Festival and Savannah Music Festival, and St.
Simons Island Jazz in the Park. He is the house
guitarist and a band leader at
The Jazz Corner in Hilton
Head, SC. His recent
recordings with the Sweet Jazz
label “Live at the Jazz Corner”

| series feature artist Al
Ryerson, Ben Tucker, Bobby
Ryder, Bill Atwell, and
Christian Tamburr. Mr. Paul

| has been a contributing writer

| to Just Jazz Guitar Magazine,
and has co-produced the
Benedetto Players in Concert
series since 1998.

He has performed throughout
the United States in guitar duos/clinics with
guitarist including Bucky Pizzarelli, Jimmy
Bruno, Howard Alden, Jack Wilkins, Joe
Beck, Frank Vignola, Craig Wagner and Jerry
Sims. Small group performances include club
dates with flutist Ali Ryerson, singer Diane
Hubka, vibraphonist/drummer Chuck Redd,
bassist  Phil Flannigan, and piano
legend/Grammy winner Bob James. In
addition to his music career, Howard serves as
President/CEO of Benedetio

The concert will take place at the Cobblestone Clohtouse (225 W. River Street)
Sunday, June 17 at 5 pm.

The concert is free for Coastal Jazz Associationmbers and $10 for non-members.
Attendees who join CJA while at the concert willkal be admitted for free.
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Coastal Jazz Association’s

Jazz In July
Features Dot Wilder

In the music
world, all singers
think they are
unique, but in the
case of Dot
Wilder, it s
actually true. It
has been said that
she can sing a jazz

standard and
improvise a jazz
chorus like the

best instrumentalist.

A busy performer, she is best known to
Northeast Florida jazz fans for her innovative
sound and unique phrasings. Ms. Wilder has
twice been honored with Downbeat
Magazine’s Student Awardor “Outstanding
Performance of a Jazz Vocalist She
graduated summa cum laude Jazz Studies at
the acclaimedUniversity of NorthFlorida Jazz
School in Jacksonville, Florida.

Her performances consistently showcase her
diverse influences, expressive nature and an
impressive set of pipes. Her distinct style of

jazz draws heavily from the influence of great

singers such as Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday,

Sarah Vaughan, and Abbey Lincoln.

She recorded her debut albunihot Wilder,
Live from the Warehousen 1999 and is in
the process of releasing her second CD,
“Dan’s Jazz Favorites.”

The concert will take place at the Cobblestone Clonc
House (225 W. River Street) on Sunday, Jul{2at 5
pm. The concert is free for Coastal Jazz Assdoiat
members and $10 for non-members. Attendees who
join CJA while at the concert will also be admittédr
free. For more info go towww.dotwilderjazz.com

The Coastal Jazz Association presents:
“A Hot-Summer’s Night Drearh
Featuring Audrey Shakir

Audrey Shakir — vocal
Louis Heriveaux — piano
Neal Starkey — bass
Justin Varnes - drums

Jazz Vocalist Audrey Shakir has been a fixture
on the jazz scene for

decades, and has put

together a new

guartet that features

some of the region’s

best musical talent.

Ms. Shakir is THE

jazz vocalist in the

City of Atlanta. An

accomplished

performer, she has

worked extensively

in New York City and has studied vocal

improvisation with famed jazz pianist, Barry

Harris. She has performed with many major
jazz artists including Kenny Baron, Duke

Pearson, Lionel Hampton, Tommy Turrentine,
Clifford Jordan, Walter Booker Jr., Vernel

Fournier, Johnny O'Neal, Pharaoh Sanders,
Millie Jackson, Johnny Lytle, Johnny Coles,

Lionel Hampton, Kenny Burrell and Percy

France.

She has performed at Tavern-on-the-Green,
Town Hall, and was a regular at the Village
Gate, and appeared at the opening of Jazz at
Lincoln Center. Come early and be prepared to
let your imagination carry you wistfully down
the Savannah River on a jazz fantasy.

The concert will take place at the Cobblestone Clonc
House (225 W. River Street) on Sunday, August'28

5 pm. The concert is free for Coastal Jazz Asation
members and $10 for non-members. Attendees who
join CJA while at the concert will also be admittédr
free.

Ms. Shakir is a musical diamond. Her performances are rich, Minating affairs. They chart the

versatility of a singer who regards her voice an equal to a piano or a horn.
- Ken Rollins, Atlanta Journal-Constitutio




What is Jazz?

By Bobby Jackson (Mr. Jackson is host of Jazz
Tracks/ 90.3 WCPN in Northeast Ohio. He is
also a University of Georgia Alum & avid
Bulldawg fan.). Used by kind permission.

Jazz music is not quite a century old, yet it has
stirred up more passion and controversy than
any other single invention in the twentieth
century. Just about everyone you talk to will
react to jazz in a different way. Some people
happily embrace the music. Others think you
need to be a rocket scientist to understand it.
It's very much like the debate between people
who prefer checkers to chess. Whatever side of
the fence you stand on, understand that jazz is
more than just music. It's an attitude. It's a
lifestyle choice. It's also a very large
subculture of Americana.

Surprisingly, jazz has had a profound

influence on our sense of fashion, our speech,
and it has, in some way, touched just about
everything that makes up our contemporary
lifestyle.

The very word, "jazz,” means so0 many
different things in our culture. Of course it

describes a style of music; a style that has
continually redefined itself from decade to

decade. It's affected other kinds of music that
we embrace daily, whether it be rock, hip-hop,
pop, country or symphonic music.

It's even been described as "America's

classical music."

The term "jazzy" might describe a person who
exhibits a special flair in his dress, speech or
persona. "All that jazz" is a phrase we all have
used at one time or another to describe
miscellaneous odds and ends.

We're constantly bombarded with jazz in
commercials, and jazz masters such as Duke
Ellington are honored on postage stamps. We
experience the music on street sidewalks and
in the finest concert halls. With all this "jazz"

about jazz, the music only constitutes about
two percent of the total sales of recordings in
our country, and there are currently only a
couple commercial jazz radio stations in the
United States. Despite these low numbers in
commercial settings, it remains the most
dominant subculture of our contemporary
world.

Jazz embodies the very essence of what it
means to be an American. It is the voice of
democracy in action. Whereas a classical
orchestra is lead by a conductor and carries out
his/her vision as to how a song is interpreted, a
group of jazz musicians (even with a leader)

get together and decide what song they will

play, what key it will be in and each member

will have the opportunity to state how they feel

about the song through their individual solo

voice as well as their collective voices.
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The Word on Jazz . . .

Larry Coryell
Improvising: My Life in Music
Backbeat Books / 240 pages

Jazz guitar legend Larry Coryell takes an
unflinching look at his life and career,
recounting his musical journey from his
scuffling early days in New York City and his
pioneering role in the jazz fusion movement to
his current status as a world ambassador of
jazz. Coryell reveals his own involvement in
and eventual victory over the drug scene, and
he gives his take on the musical giants he has
known and performed with. Along the way, he
details the development of his own style and
provides inspirational words for fellow
musicians. A special section presents a
selection of Coryell's beloved Guitar Player
magazine columns. The publication includes
CD with audio lessons and original
compositions recorded specifically for this
book.

- [3



Tommy Newsom Dies at 78

Tommy Newsom, the former backup
bandleader on “The Tonight Show” whose
“Mr. Excitement” nickname was a running
joke for Johnny Carson, died April %8

He was 78.

Newsom died of cancer Saturday at his home
in Portsmouth, the city of his birth, according
to his nephew, Jim Newsom.

Newsom, who played saxophone, joined “The
Tonight Show” in 1962 and rose from band
member to assistant music director. He retired
along with Carson in 1992.

That was the name Carson gave Newsom to
make light of his low-key personality and drab
brown and blue suits — a sharp contrast to the
flashy style of bandleader Doc Severinsen.

“He became a running character in Carson’s
monologue,” Jim Newsom said. “Tommy
enjoyed that.”

Along with his work on “The Tonight Show,”
Newsom arranged and composed music for
Skitch Henderson, Woody Herman, and other
performers. Before landing his “Tonight” gig,
he toured the Soviet Union and South America
with Benny Goodman.

He also released several albums as a
bandleader, including “Live From Beautiful
Downtown Burbank” in 1978 and “I
Remember You, Johnny” in 1996.

Newsom was born in 1929 and got his first
horn for Christmas at age 8. He graduated
from the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore,
then toured with an Air Force jazz ensemble
during a four-year enlistment.
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azz is the only music in which the same
note can be played night after night but
differently each time.-Ornette Coleman

New Orleans morns the loss of
veteran clarinetist Alvin Batiste

New Orleans morns the loss of veteran
clarinetist Alvin Batiste who passed away in
his sleep early Sunday morning, Ma). 6Mr.

Batiste was scheduled to perform at the New
Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival the next day.

His most current CD; Marsalis Music Honors
Alvin Batiste is with Bradford Marsilas and
other notable Jazz musicians.

Several well known musicians studied under
Alvin Batiste while at Southern University,

including: Randy Jackson and his brother
Herman, Brandford Marsalis, Donald

Harrison, Henry Butler, Kent Jordan, Micheal
Ward, Herlin Riley, Charlie Singleton, Woodie
Douglas, and others.

His Columbia album billed him as a
"Legendary Pioneer of Jazz." Under-recorded
throughout his career, Batiste was a childhood
friend of Ed Blackwell and he spent time in
Los Angeles in 1956 playing with Ornette
Coleman. However, Batiste chose the life of
an educator in Louisiana where he taught
music at Southern University in Baton Rouge
where her created the Batiste Jazz Institute and
most recently at the New Orleans Center for
Creative Arts (NOCCA) where served as lead
teacher in jazz instrumental music.

Batiste recorded with the AFO ("all for one")
quintet in New Orleans, performed with
Cannonball Adderley, and toured with Ray
Charles in 1958, but was an obscure legend
untiil he made three albums with Clarinet
Summit in the 1980s (a quartet also including
John Carter, David Murray, and Jimmy
Hamilton). Batiste recorded an albuBayou
Magic, in 1988 as a leader foindia
Navigation and made the 1993 Columbia
album Late. Songs, Words and Messages,
Connectionsappeared in 1999, followed by
Marsalis Music Honors Alvin Batisten 2007.

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE COASTAL JAZZ ASSOCIATION



Kudos To 2 Area Musicians

The Coastal Jazz Association gives
congratulations to two students who have had
their lives touched by the organizatioRobert
Stringer, trombonist, graduated with a Masters
in Jazz Performance from the New England
Conservatory of Jazz in Boston, and trumpeter,
Alex Nguyen graduated with a BA Degree in
Jazz Performance from the University of North
Florida in Jacksonville. Both very talented
musicians are former members of the
Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite Jazz Band
and students of Savannah musician, educator
and CJA board member, Teddy Adams.

These Young men are the latest representatives
to the Jazz world via Savannah. They are

dedicated musicians who destined to leave an
indelible contribution in the Jazz world.
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Ann Hartfield
Dr. James Gibson
Jo Caswell
Mr & Mrs. Theron "lke" Carter
Joseph & Valerie Huszty
Marian & Samuel C. Parker, Jr.
Ron Kent
Salah & Sharifa Abdul-Wahid
R. N. & Honore Audas
Darnell Baker & Jacqueline E. Hood
David & Mona Fuchs
Liz & Dick Hennessey
William Stewart, Jr.

Let us know if you joined but your name is missing bjire;912.354.4785
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Playing Around . . .

CJA 2 Annual Fathers Day Concert
Sunday, June 1 at 5 pm —
The Cobblestone Conch House

CJA
Jazz In July
With Dot Wilder
Sunday, July 22% at 5 pm —
The Cobblestone Conch House

CJA
“A Hot-Summer’s Night Drear
Featuring Audrey Shakir
Sunday, August 28' at 5 pm —
The Cobblestone Conch House

Crystal Beer Parlor Ramblers
Fridays 7-10pm
912.443.9200

Kokopelli's
Live Jazz
Friday, Saturday
107 W. Broughton

Westin Aqua Star Room
*Sunday Brunch w/ Ben Tucker /11 am
*The Dinner/ Dance w/ Live Music
6 pm To 10 pm / 1ce monthly
Hutchinson Island /912-201-2000

The Jazz Corner / Hilton Head, SC
843.842.8620

The Coastal Empire’s only Full-Time Jazz Club

Friends of Johnny Mercer

"Patriotic Big Band Salute -

Mercer, Sinatra and More"!
-Equinox Jazz Orchestra-

July 4™ - 6:00 pm @ Lucas Theater




“Well Seasoned”
Claude Rhea’s New Release

Claude Rhea, pianist,
keyboardist,  organist
and composer, is a
Savannah, Georgia,
native. In the tradition
of Art Tatum, Errol
Garner and  West
Montgomery, Claude is
self taught. Although
never exposed to
formal training, he was considered somewhat
prodigious during his formative years as a pianist.
By the time he entered high school, he had learned
enough, simply by ear, to play piano in the Jazz
band. Realizing that he could not acquire the
knowledge and expertise as a pianist on his own,
Claude eagerly sought the guidance of high school
band director, Bobby Dilworth and later the
mentoring of saxophonist, Willie Draper and
Teddy Adams.

Claude quickly became a disciple of both the
Hammond B3 organ era and its greatest influence,
Jimmy Smith. He equaled the same success on
organ as piano. Invariably as one develops on his
chosen instrument(s), the ideas played sometime
become songs, thus Claude Rhea the performer and
composer.

This recording, aptly titled, "Well Seasoned,"
showcases Claude as a pianist, organist (keyboard)
and arranger. All of the compositions are original
and range from funk and swing to ballads and rap.

The first song,” My Love Place," features the
appealing and stylistic vocalist, Robin Alexis. Not
only does she sing lead vocal, but also the
harmonic accompaniment. This melodic song
reflects the lyrical side of Claude Rhea. "Loving
You In Autumn" is a haunting and beautiful
melody that mentally places you in the midst of
that special time of the year with your significant
other. "Sassy" is Claude's unique approach to rap
music and features his talented nephew,
"Supreme." It's a very funky grove that gives
Claude a vehicle for his personal kind of soloing.

"River Street Blues" takes you back to the swing
grove of the sixties and seventies and features

Claude on both organ and piano (keyboard). He
accompanies himself very effectively on left hand
bass. The Jimmy Smith influence reaches out and
gently taps you on the cheek......unmistakable. His
"Love Is Here" spotlights Robin Alexis again and
her usual outstanding rendering and interpretation
is quite apparent. Once again Claude evidences his
ability for lyricizing.

"Latin Doll," a play on words, shows his feel for
Latin rhythm and allows guitarist, Larry Hall, to
play very nice lines that are quite complimentary to
the song. The next track, "Shadow In The Night,"
is also partially Latin, but slower than the previous
song and evolves into a bright swing feel. This
song reflects Claude's contrast in composing and
features drummer extraordinaire, Marcus Williams,
playing an exciting solo. Guitarist, Reggie Ward,
gives a well constructed renderance that adds to the
overall feel heard on this track.

The title song, "Well Seasoned," is another of
Claude's catchy melodies and serves as a befitting
finale for this CD. Throughout all of the
compositions, Claude Rhea chooses the
instrumental sounds and textures that truly
compliment each song. On all of them but "River
Street Blues," the bass lines are solidly laid down
by bassist, David Stephens, who like drummer,
Marcus Williams, is a long time collaborator with
Claude. Collectively, under the guidance of
Claude Rhea, this CD is most representative of
today's "Smooth Jazz" genre of music and
measures up to any of th&Smooth Jazz"
recordings that are being produced today. This CD
should establish him as an artist worthy of wider
recognition.

Claude Rhea —Keyboard; David Stephens -
Bass; Larry Hall & Reginald Ward — Guitars;
Marcus Williams —-Drums; Robin Alexis -
Vocals; Rap by Supreme

Tunes:
My Love Place
Loving You in Autumn
3. Sassy
4. River Street Blues
5. Loveis Here
6. Latin Doll
7. Shadows in the Night
8. Well Seasoned

H THE NEWSLETTER OF THE COASTAL JAZZ ASSOCIATION



CJA 2007 Officers & Board

Officers:

President........... Dr. Jim Gibson
1™ Vice President ... Lacy Manigault
2" Vice President . . . Skip Jennings
Treasurer.......... Bill Vogele
Secretary . .......... Ruth Keith

CJA Board of Directors

Andy Blalock

Ann Hartfield

Bernice Beach
Fran Luce

Taking Jazz To The (Little) People

Each summer the Coastal Jazz Association
takesjazz to our community’s young people
by presenting programs at six community
centers. In an interactive format that is not
only informative, but also hands-on,
Savannah’s children are educated about
America’s only indigenous art form: jazz.
During the programs, participants are invited
onstage to dance, scat sing and have fun.

The programs will be held throughout the

month of June at the Carver Heights Center,
Jon Peterson Hudsqn Hill Center, Woodville Center,
Larry Dane-Kellogg Eastside Center, Delaware Center, and the
Melissa Harvey W.W. Law Center. The programs are
Teddy Adams sponsored by the City of Savannah
Department of Cultural Affairs. For more
information call 912-675-5419. You can help
sponsor this program simply by joining CJA!

John Cochran

With wanton speed and giddy cunning, that's
how you play jazz.

—Paul Desmond

NAME(S) I am willing to volunteer for:

STREET J Telephone _ Vending at Festival
J Backstage ) Festival/General

ciry st IIP J Newsletter 1 Monthly Jazz Events

Telephone E-mail address:

Occupation Comments:

Membership J Student (withID) s10 :
Categories: 1 Single $30 Mail Check to: Coastal Jazz Association

J Couple 45 1141 Shirley' Driva




2"Y Annual Fathers’ Day Concert — Sunday, June 7@ 5pm!

Dee Lucas
Something to Ride 2

This highly anticipated sophomore CD is a
follow-up from the
saxman’s  stunning
debut CD
‘Remembrance’, the
well-deserved tribute
to the late great
George Howard.

Produced by Atlanta-
based hidden secrets,
Karey Davis and Jon
Roberts,'Something
to Ride 2' features
originals such as the sweet but furiBayou’,
the inspired‘Reconcile’, the urban edges of
‘Method to the Madness’ the intimate
‘Nothing That | Do’, and the highway cruiser
of the self-titled ‘Something to Ride 2'.
Covers includes the infectious smash hit of
Kem’s ‘1 Can’t Stop Loving You, Brian

McKnight's testimonial ‘Never Felt This
Way’, and two fresh interpretations of Herbie
Hancock’s 1973 classichameleon:

In May, Mr. Lucus was selected as a

“breakout” artist by Abyss Jazz Magazine and

is one of the artists scheduled to perform at the
2007 Savannah Jazz Festival.

Poster by Ligel Lambert / www.ligel.com.



