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J a z z :  L i v e  I t  -  L e a r n  I t  –  L o v e  I t  
 

Savannah Music Festival  
2009 Jazz Performances 

 
Between March 19 
and April 5, The 
Savannah Music 
Festival will bring 
a wide range of 
jazz performances 
to Savannah. 
Highlights include 

Chick Corea & 
John McLaughlin’s 
Five Peace Band with Christian 
McBride, Kenny Garrett and Brian 
Blade, the Marcus Printup Quartet 
alongside Ted Nash & Odeon, Ellis 
Marsalis Quartet, Dianne Reeves, 
Bucky Pizarelli with Howard Alden, 
Howard Paul and Ken Peplowski, The 
Clayton Brothers  (co-sponsored by the 
Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah), 
and Eddie Palmieri y La Perfecta II.  
 
 This year’s Piano Showdown includes 
Palmieri, Henry Butler, Aaron 
Goldberg and Bob Seeley. The 2009 
Swing Central high school jazz band 
workshop and competition is drawing 
the nation’s most promising bands 
from Washington state, New Orleans, 
New York, Miami, and the southeast, 
and features a cutting contest for 
 
 

 
students and faculty during it’s 
Battle Royale finale at the Lucas 
Theatre.  

 
To commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of Johnny Mercer’s 
birth, many of the artists 
performing will play Mercer 
tunes. SMF has also 
commissioned a program called 
“Skylark: the Music of Johnny 
Mercer” for the Centennial, a 
six-night stand of Johnny’s 
tunes by Andrea Marcovicci and 

her trio. SMF 2009 closes on April 5 with the 
Associate Artistic Director of Jazz, Marcus 
Roberts, performing his arrangement of 
Gershwin’s “Concerto in F” with his trio and 
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra at the Johnny 
Mercer Theatre. 
 
 The JLCO program includes a set of songs 
called “Nursery 
Song Swing,” 
followed by big 
band 
arrangements of 
Thelonious Monk 
and an SMF-

commissioned 
arrangement of 
the Mercer/Arlen classic “Blues in the Night,” 
also in tribute to Mercer’s 100th. For further 
information or to buy tickets, visit 
www.savannahmusicfestival.org    or   call  
912-525-5050. 
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BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY ! 



 

                       -Rite of  

     Swing- 
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Duke Ellington Tribute  
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Savannah Jazz Orchestra            
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Sunday       April 19        5:00 p.m. 

 

AASU Fine Arts Auditorium 
Free and Open to the Public 

 

 
 

The Coastal Jazz Association presents a 
tribute to Duke Ellington on Sunday, April 19, 
2009 which will feature special guest 
saxophonist, Mark Sterbank.  This event will 
be celebrating the legacy left by one of 
America’s greatest musicians/composers for 
what would have been his 110th birthday 
(born April 29, 1899).   
 
This will be CJA’s 23rd year playing tribute 
to Mr. Ellington. 
 
This year’s special guest is  Saxophonist  
Mark Sterbank.  He is Assistant Professor of 
Jazz Studies and saxophone instructor at 
Charleston Southern University. He received 
his Bachelor of Music degree from the 
Eastman School of Music, where he received 
the coveted Performer’s Certificate and a 
Master of Music degree from the University of 
New Orleans, where he also studied with 

pianist Ellis Marsalis under a grant from the 
National Endowment of the Arts. 
 
His credits include performances with Fred 
Wesley, Mary Wilson, the Darius Rucker Big 
Band, the Charleston and Savannah 
Symphonies, a national tour with the Harry 
Connick, Jr. Orchestra, and performances 
with Nicholas Payton, Brian Blade, Eartha 
Kitt, and the Temptations.  
 
Those attending the concert will also bear 
witness to Priscilla Albergottie-Williams, who 
is the featured vocalist for the Savannah Jazz 
Orchestra. Ms. Albergottie-Williams, one of 
the finest vocalists in this area, has been 
performing both church and secular music 
and does them in superb equilibrium. She 
performed with trombonist, Teddy Adams, 
for years and was the featured vocalist with 
the Savannah Jazz Orchestra. She can be 
heard on SJO: live recording "Satin Doll", the 
music of Duke Ellington and Johnny Mercer.  
 
This special concert will be held on Sunday, 
April 19 at 2 5:00 p.m. in the Armstrong 
Atlantic State University "Fine Arts 
Auditorium."   
 
The concert is free and open to the public and 
is presented by The Coastal Jazz Association 
of Savannah through a generous grant from 
the City of Savannah  Department of Cultural 
Affairs. 
 
For more information call 912-675-5419 or go 
to   www.coastal-jazz.org. 
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University of West Georgia 

Jazz Ensemble  
FREE Afternoon Concert at the JEA 

Thursday, May 14th  @ 1:30 p.m. 
  

he University 
of West 
Georgia Jazz 

Ensemble is a big 
band of nineteen 
musicians under the 
direction of  Dr. 
Daniel Bakos, 
professor of music at 
UWG (Carrollton). 
The ensemble 
performs big band 
jazz music of famous 
and historic bands such as Count Basie, Buddy 
Rich, Duke Ellington, Stand Kenton and more 
contemporary works from as Tom Kubis, Lew 
Anderson, John Fedchock, and others.  Chris 
Vadala, Vince DiMartino, Bobby Shew, Marvin 
Stamm, Lew Soloff, Joe Temperly, Rob 
McConnell, and Gary Foster are some of the 
well-known musicians who have played with the 
ensemble. 
 

The ensemble performs extensively throughout 
the Southeast, toured Europe 2001, and 
currently is looking toward a second European 
tour.    The jazz ensemble hosts the annual 
Sunbelt Jazz Festival during April.   
 

The Jazz Ensemble will present a concert, free 
to the public, at the Jewish Educational Alliance 
(5111 Abercorn Street) at 1:30 PM on 
Thursday, May 14th. The event is free and the 
public is encouraged to attend. 
 

Attend and listen to works such as an 
arrangement of Dancing in the Dark for the 
Stan Kenton Band by Gerry Milligan, Stella by 
Starlight, Free Beer, Uno Mas, Sister Sadie, 
Blues Down to the Shues, and others. See you 
there! 
 

For more information call 912-355-8111 or go to 
www.savj.org  . 
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Freeport Jazz on Sunday, May 17th 
 

Steve Thornton: saxes/flute/percussion 
Scott Marvill: bass/guitar 
Herman Sanders: drums 
Malik Graham: keyboards  
 

Combining Smooth Jazz, Contemporary Jazz, 
R&B and Jazz Standards, this North Carolina 
group is sure to make Sunday night at the 
Downtown Sheraton 4-points SWING.  
 

Their self-described slogan is "Jazz For All 
People," and that's just what they deliver. That 
is why the Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah 
has brought these multifaceted players back to 
Savannah for an CJA encore performance  
 

During a recent radio interview Marvill said 
" we found that drawing from multiple music 
styles such as Contemporary Jazz, Smooth Jazz, 
Jazz standards, and R&B gives everyone what 
they want. Plus there are no self-imposed limits 
within the band. Our performances are always 
fresh not knowing what influence will creep into 
that particular song. Our arrangements and 
performances are impacted by dynamic changes 
and influences from all styles of jazz.” 
  

In fact, what we hear most is the enjoyment of 
these influences we apply in our songs." This 
infusion helps with communicating and 
connecting to the audience. Freeport pays close 
attention to how and what the audience reacts to 
and in turn providing them exactly what they 
want at the same time not forgiving musical 
exploration and feel. 
 

Started in 1981 by Scott Marvil, this group has 
recorded and performed with Tower of Power, 
The Temptations, The Four Tops, Special EFX, 
and Grover Washington, Jr.  
 

The Concert will be held on Sunday, May 17th  at 5 
p.m. at Four Points by Sheraton Historic Savannah - 
520 West Bryan Street. (Bryan & MLK).   The event is 
free for Coastal Jazz Association members and $10 for 
non-members. Attendees who join CJA while at the 
concert will also be admitted for free. 
 

For More Information:  www.coastal-jazz.org  or 
call 912.675.5419. 
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Savannah Jazz Orchestra 
March 12 @ 6:00 p.m.  Savannah Civic Center 

 
 

T h e  S a v a n n a h  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l 
March 19 to April 5 

www.savannahmusicfestival.org 
912-525-5050 

 
 

Coastal Jazz Presents 

-Rite of Swing- 
The Annual Duke Ellington Tribute  
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 ���� The Savannah Jazz Orchestra            
w/Mark Sterbank 

Sunday, April 19  @  5:00 p.m. 
AASU Fine Arts Auditorium 
Free and Open to the Public 

 
 

University of West Georgia Jazz Ensemble  
FREE Afternoon Concert at the JEA 

Thursday, May 14th  @ 1:30 p.m. 

 
 

Ben Tucker Plays Jazz 
Westin Aqua Star Room  Hutchinson Island 

Sunday Brunch /11 am   -&-   Dinner/ Dance w/ Live 
Music (912.201.2000) 

 
 

The Jazz Corner  
Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620) 

www.thejazzcorner.com 

The Word on Jazz . . . 
 

 

Luck's In my Corner:  The Life and 
Music of Hot Lips Page 

 
By Todd Bryant Weeks 
Routledge Press 
Paperback / 320 pages 
 

Luck's in My Corner is a 
comprehensive biography 
of one of the most 
compelling jazz musicians 
of the Swing Era, Oran 
"Hot Lips' Page. Page was 
the greatest of the Kansas 
City trumpeters, whose 
crackling, growling solos 

made him the go-to man during Count Basie's 
earliest days as a bandleader.  
 

Page went on to be a featured trumpeter with 
Artie Shaw, a star of New York's 52nd street, 
and a pioneer of the R & B scene of the 1950s. 
This book presents an in-depth chronology of 
Page's career, with special attention paid to the 
development of his trumpet style.  
 
Luck's in My Corner examines the life and music 
of a forgotten figure of the Swing Era and 
returns him to his rightful place as a leading 
light in the world of jazz. Todd Bryant Weeks 
has combined genealogical, musicological, 
discographical and historical research, resulting 
in a revealing and entertaining examination of a 
life that spanned major changes in American 
popular music. This book includes a new and 
complete discography by the author and dozens 
of unpublished photos.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�

New “Ellington” 
Quarter ! 
 

The U.S. Mint has just released 
the new Washington D.C. 
Commemorative Quarter 
featuring jazz great Duke Ellington at his piano. 
It also has an inscription of the city's motto: 
"Justice for All." 
 
Collectors can go online or to banks to buy two-
roll sets and bags of up to 1,000 quarters. 
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Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah 
Presents A Very Special  
Father’s Day Concert 
Sonny LaRosa and  

America's Youngest Jazz Band 
Sunday, June 21st   
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The Final Coda 
 

Blossom Dearie, chanteuse, 82 
Coleman Mellett, guitar, 34 
David “Fathead" Newman, saxophone, 75 
Gerry Niewood, saxophone, 65 
Hank Crawford, alto saxophonist, 74 
Joe Cuba, band leader, 78 
Leonard Gaskin, bass, 88 
Leroy ‘Hog’ Cooper, baritone saxophone, 80 
Louie Bellson, drums, 84 
Dr. Harrison Ridley Jr., Philadelphia, Jazz DJ, 70 
Snooks Eagin, guitarist, 72, 
 

Music Knows No Boundries: Music is a Gift of 
God. It is not bound by language, country, 

religion... or even instruments !!! 
 

2009 Jazz Grammy Winners 
 

Best Latin Jazz Album: Arturo O’Farrill and 
the Afro-Latin Jazz Orchestra, Song for Chico  
 

Best Large Jazz Ensemble Album: The 
Vanguard Jazz Orchestra, Monday Night Live 
at the Village Vanguard 
 

Best Jazz Instrumental Album, Individual or 
Group: Chick Corea and Gary Burton, The 
New Crystal Silence 
 
Best Jazz Instrumental Solo: Terence 
Blanchard, soloist, Be-Bop 
 

Best Jazz Vocal Album: 
Cassandra Wilson, 
Loverly 
 

Best Contemporary Jazz 
Album: Randy Brecker, 
Randy in Brasil 
 
Best Historical Album: 

Art of Field Recording, Volume I: Fifty Years of 
Traditional American Music (Documented by 
Art Rosenbaum) 
 

Best Album Notes: Miles Davis, Kind of Blue: 
50th Anniversary Collector’s Edition (Francis 
Davis, album notes writer) 
 
Best New Age Album: Jack DeJohnette, Peace 
Time 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

�
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2008 Savannah Jazz Festival  
Tee-Shirts and Posters are still 

available by calling  912.675.5419 
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Thank You!!!    Thank You!!! 
 

e would like to thank all of you who 
have supported the Coastal Jazz 
Association Of Savannah these last 

few years.  You have enabled us to present the 
best that jazz has to offer.  CJA, Savannah’s Jazz 
Society, would like you to know that 2009 is a 
pivotal year for our organization.  
 

We humbly request your help.  
 

The number one thing you can do to assure our 
survival is to become a member and to attend the 
performances.  Be a jazz messenger and tell your 
friends about what we’re doing: Turn them on to 
jazz!  If you attend the monthly concert series, 
you know that we strive to give you live jazz 
performances of the highest caliber. And the 
annual Savannah Jazz Festival is the biggest and 
best of the many festivals Savannah has to offer.   
 

So, please consider making a donation that will 
help keep live jazz alive in Savannah.   
 

With your support, we’ll still be ‘Jazzin’ it up in 
2009! 

Join Coastal Jazz, Today!   
 

ecome a member of the Coastal Jazz 
Association and help provide support for 
live jazz in our community. CJA is a 

nonprofit organization, founded in 1983.  
 

Our mission is: to help increase public awareness 
of jazz; to promote and increase jazz 
performance by local and regional musicians; to 
increase listening opportunities for jazz fans; to 
expose young people to jazz in educational 
settings and to encourage new talent through 
special projects and concerts; and to stimulate 
the exchange of jazz-related information and 
materials among interested persons and 
organizations. 
 

CJA membership donations are 100% tax-
deductible! 
 

As a member of CJA, you are eligible to receive 
the CJA monthly newsletter,   Noteworthy with 
its detailed up-to-date Concert Calendar, 
upcoming gigs, and information on upcoming 
jazz events. A membership also allows free 
admission into most CJA events.   

����

W B 

J o i n  T h e  C o a s t a l  J a z z  A s s o c i a t i o n  T o d a y 

 
 
J 
O 
I  
N 
 
 

T 
O 
D 
A 
Y 
 

N O T E W O R T H Y    6  



          Current Jazz Top Ten 
 

1. THE BLUE NOTE 7 — Mosaic: A Celebration Of 
Blue Note Records (Blue Note) 
2. BENNY GOLSON — New Time, New 'Tet"  
(Concord) 
3. THE CLAYTON BROTHERS — Brother To 
Brother  (Artist Share) 
4. JAMES MOODY & HANK JONES — Our 
Delight  (IPO Recordings) 
5. TODD COOLMAN — Perfect Strangers  (Artist 
Share) 
6. JOEY DEFRANCESCO — Joey D!  (HighNote) 
7. ELIANE ELIAS — Bossa Nova Stories  (Blue 
Note) 
8. GARY SMULYAN — High Noon  (Reservoir) 
9. CLAUDIO RODITI — Brazilliance x4  
(Resonance) 
10. STEVE HERBERMAN — Ideals  (Reach Music) 
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Barbara Swanson 
Mr. & Mrs. Raulerson 

Carmel Hewlett 
Stavros G. Andres 
Steve Grossberg 

Dori Poppell 
Mr. & Mrs. Art Rosen 

Salah & Sharifa Abdul-Wahid 
Edyth & Donna Mckissick 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bitler 

Frank Elm 
Mr. & Mrs. Teddy Adams 

Michael Walton 
Warren Walker 

Mr. & Mrs. Art Finnerty 
Mike Fahex 

Mr. & Mrs. Arturo Iriate 
Calvin W. Roberts 

Mr. & Mrs. Buddy Sharpton 
Mr. Louis Fair Jr. & Blenda Wilson 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Foster 
Mr. & Mrs. Hubbard 

Evelyn Powe 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Waring 

Mr. & Mrs. Len Finau 
Steffins Clark & Celeste Crago 

Mr. & Mrs. Murray Bono 
Betty j. Burnett 

Mr. & Mrs. Rich Leavey 
Elba Lee 

Bernard A Wright 
Craig R. Saxton 

Paul Hudson 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael  McGraw 

Randall Reese 
Mr. & Mrs. George Brazer 

Susan Fearon 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Merrick 

Vera Cash 
Roland Denegall 
Wendall Horton 

 
 

Let us know if you joined but your name is missing 
 by calling  912.920.1317 

 

 
The Annual Golden Age Concert 

Thursday, March  12  @  5:00 p.m. 
  

he Annual Golden Age concert at the 
Savannah Civic Center featuring the 
Savannah Jazz Orchestra.  Dinner is 

$10 donation due by February 25 and catered 
by Barnes. (Meals ordered by the funds 
collected.  No meals are available without 
prior reservation).  
 
Dinner is at 5:00 p.m.   and the the concert 
begins at  6:00 p.m. Music is sponsored by the 
Coastal Jazz Association with MAJOR 
funding provided by the City of Savannah 
Department of Cultural Affairs. 
 
RSVP:  Kay Stanford, Golden Age Program 
Coordinator   (912) 651-6777 
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Look for CJA presents  
Mercer Beaucoup: Come Rain or Come Shine 

 on July 26th.Join us as CJA celebrates Mercer at 100. 



Proposed By-Laws for 2009 
 
Members of the Coastal Jazz Association 
should review the proposed By-Laws which 
can be found by going to the CJA website:  
www.coastal-jazz.org.  
 

This edition of the By-Laws will be voted on 
at the May 17th CJA concert.  All members 
are encouraged to review the By-Laws and 
are strongly urged to be at the May 17th 
event to participate in the voting process.   
 

Jazz Takes An Unexpected Hit 
 

wo members of Chuck Mangione’s band, 
Saxophonist, Gerry Niewood and 
guitarist, Coleman Mellett, were among 

the passengers killed on Flight 3407, which 
crashed near the Buffalo airport. They were in 
route to Buffalo for a performance with the 
Buffalo Philharmonic scheduled for the 
following evening.  In a statement to the 
Associated Press, Mangione said: “I’m in shock 
over the horrible, heartbreaking tragedy.”  
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Jazz Supporter:  Barnes Restaurant 5320 Waters 
Avenue   - Located in Midtown  

912-354-8745 
 

Serving the finest barbecue in the South for over 25 years, 
open daily for lunch and dinner.  Features chicken, 

seafood, and salads on their menu. 
 


