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Anton Harris Brings Rhythm  

To The Waters of March 
Sunday, March 16th 

 
The “Waters of March” signal the end of Spring and 
beginning of Summer.  In Savannah that also means 
the beginning of “tourist season” and everything green! 
 

CJA has planned an extra-special event for the 
occasion, saxophonist, Anton Harris. His playing 
evokes a historical dialogue with the past great jazz 
musicians. To listen to Harris play is to embrace a 
whirlwind of masterful sounds, surrounded by the 
styles of great musicians of the past yet hearing the 
distinct sound of the future. 
   

He possesses the dexterity to translate multiple genres 
into one cohesive, yet dynamic story. Whether it is hip-
hop or electronica, rock or gospel, Harris seamlessly 
sews traditional and experimental patches of sound 
together to create a musical quilt that warms the soul. 
 

Harris's influences are as varied as his music, from Joe 
Lovano, Joshua Redman and Kenny Garrett to John 
Coltrane, Sonny Rollins and Joe Henderson, among 
others. 
  

Born in San Francisco in 1977 he Grew up in a 
musically talented family. Harris, from a young age, 
was influenced by various styles of music, from 
classical to gospel to jazz. He began his formal 
instruction at age five at the Yamaha Music School in 
Savannah.. 
  

A family friend, Dr. Larry Taylor, got him hooked on 
jazz and in the fifth grade, he began to develop his 

interest in the saxophone. 
While in high school, 
Harris was chosen for the 
Georgia All-State Concert 
Band, the All-State Jazz 
Ensemble, toured seven 
European countries with 
the U.S. Collegiate Wind 
Band and was lead tenor 
saxophone in Georgia 
Southern University's Jazz 
Ensemble. 
 

In 1996 Harris moved to Atlanta to attend Georgia 
State University where he received his Bachelors of 
Music (2001) and Masters of Music in Jazz. 
 

Harris formed a working Quartet in 2003 with band 
members Che Marshall (drums), David Springer 
(guitar) and Brent Shields (bass). The group began 
recording its debut album Modern Mythology in 
August 2005. 
  
“Like Wayne Shorter and Weather Report, the Anton Harris 
Quartet is on the Horizon of breaking the standard barrier of 
jazz.” 
                                      Ron Scott - Jazz Improv Magazine 
 
The concert will be held on Sunday, March 16th at 5 
pm at Four Points by Sheraton Historic Savannah - 
520 West Bryan Street. (Bryan & MLK).   The 
concert is free for Coastal Jazz Association members 
and $10 for non-members. Attendees who join CJA 
while at the concert will also be admitted for free.  
For more information call 912.675-5419 or go to 
www.coastal-jazz.org . 

A Nationally Recognized Non-Profit Organization Ded icated To Preserving America’s Original Music – JAZ Z 
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AASU Takes Jazz “On The Road” 
Tuesday, April 15th  at 7:30 pm.  

Jewish Educational Alliance 
 
Randall Reese, Director 
 

This fun event features the Armstrong Atlantic 
State University eighteen piece student jazz 
ensemble.  The program will be a mix of historic 
and contemporary music for big band which 
includes selections from groups such as Count 
Basie, Duke Ellington and Stan Kenton  -60/70's 
groups like Thad Jones-Mel Lewis  -and 
modern/contemporary groups such as the big 
bands of Bob Mintzer and Gordon Goodwin.   
 

The band will also perform big band arrangements 
of standards and tunes from the small group jazz 
tradition.   
 

The event is free and open to the public & is 
part of Jazz Appreciation Month. Jewish 
Educational Alliance / 5111 Abercorn Street 
 

For further information, visit www.coastal-
jazz.org . 
 

«:*´`³¤³´`*:»§«:*´`³¤³´`*:» 
 

CJA JAZZ APPRECIATION MONTH 
CONCERT 

 

Annual “Duke Ellington Concert  
features Sam Skelton” 

 

The Coastal Jazz Association presents a tribute to 
Duke Ellington on Sunday, April 27, 2008 which 
will feature special guest saxophonist, Sam 
Skelton.  As a woodwind doubler, Mr. Skelton is 
well versed in any genre of music. His grasp of 
saxophone, clarinet and flute has enabled him to 
remain very busy in live performance as well as in 
the studio. 

 This event will be celebrating the legacy left by 
one of America’s greatest musicians/composers 
for what would have been his 109th birthday (born 
April 29, 1899).   

 
Every year The Savannah Jazz Orchestra, under 
the co-leadership of Teddy Adams and Randy 
Reese, features both unfamiliar compositions and 
special guest artists as a part of enhancing the 
genius of every Ellington concert. 
 

This will be CJA’s 22nd  year paying tribute to Mr. 
Ellington.   
 

A native of Conyers, Georgia, Sam Skelton has 
been active on the Atlanta music scene for well 
over a decade.  Mr. Skelton graduated summa cum 
laude from Georgia State University with a degree 
in Jazz Studies. During his course of study at 
GSU, Sam was a Montgomery Music Scholar and 
a two-time fellowship recipient to the Aspen 
Music Festival. 

In addition to being a sideman on over 120 
compact discs, he has performed and/or soloed 
with The London Symphony Orchestra, The 
Atlanta Symphony, The Atlanta Pops, The 
Peachtree Pops, The Atlanta Ballet Orchestra and 
The Cobb Symphony Orchestra as well as 
numerous local high school and civic ensembles.  
 

World Premiers include James Oliverio’s 
Children of A Common Mother, Lee Johnson’s 
Ora Pro Mi: Concerto for Winds Soloist (clarinet, 
flute and soprano saxophone) and Seaside 
Symphony (clarinet and soprano saxophone 
soloist). Mr. Skelton also played the premier 
recording of Ora Pro Mi and Seaside Symphony 
with the London Symphony Orchestra.    
 

Mr. Skelton is currently Director of Jazz Studies 
and Lecturer in Saxophone at Kennesaw State 
University. He is also Artist-in-Residence at The 
University Of Georgia for the Jazz Department.  
 

This special concert will be held on Sunday, April 
27, 2008, 5:00 p.m. at the Armstrong Atlantic 
State University "Armstrong Center."  It is free 
and open to the public and is presented by the 
Coastal Jazz Association through a generous grant 
from the City of Savannah Cultural Affairs 
Department.  (See Duke Ellington, page 8) 

For more information call 912-675-5419.  
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Anton Harris Brings Rhythm to March 
March 16th at 5 pm at Four Points by Sheraton Historic Savannah ($10 / Free for members) 

 
 

2 0 0 8  S a v a n n a h  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l  
March 20th to April 5th 912.234.3378 

www.savannahmusicfestival.org 

 
 

Jasper Blues’ Festival On The Marsh (FREE / $5 parking) 
Cool John Ferguson, Calvin Newborn, Drink Small and more . . . 

Saturday, March 29th   10am to 9 pm   / www.instituteatpalmkey.com / 843.726.3277 

 
 

AASU Takes Jazz “On The Road” 
Tuesday, April 15th  at 7:30 pm. / Jewish Educational Alliance / 5111 Abercorn 

 
 

“Duke Ellington Concert features Sam Skelton”  
Sunday, April 27, 2008, 5:00 p.m. at the AASU " Armstrong Center." /  City of Savannah Cultural Affairs Department 

 
 

University of West Georgia Jazz Ensemble 
Thursday, May 15th at 1:30 p.m. / FREE Lunch Time Concert at the JEA  

 
 

 
Ben Tucker at the Westin Aqua Star Room on Hutchinson Island 

*Sunday Brunch /11 am  -&-   *Dinner/ Dance w/ Live Music  (912.201.2000) 

 
 

The Jazz Corner / The Coastal Empire’s only Full-Time Jazz Club 
 Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620) 

 
 

Bill Smith & Ellen Gross (wine tasting) Inn @ Ellis Square  
Every Friday 6 – 8 p.m. / 912.232.2725 

SSA’s  Michael Hutchinson receives  
Citation of Excellence 

 

Savannah Arts Academy Conductor, Michael 
Hutchinson received a "Citation of Excellence" 
from the National Band Association after the 
Silver Winds Ensemble Performance at the 35th 
Southeastern United States Clinic and Honor Band 
in Troy Alabama on February 2, 2008. Savannah 
Arts Academy's Silver Winds Ensemble received a 
plaque for  "Outstanding performance" presented 
by SEUS Board members after the performance. 
Silver Winds performed in Crosby Theater on 
February 2nd at Troy University. 
 

The following members of Silver Winds 
Ensemble auditioned and were selected as 
members of the Georgia Music Educators 
Association 2008 All-State Concert Band: 
 

Alexander Wasily -Trombone 
Brittany Harshman -Flute 
Jaron McCarr -Trombone 

John Worsham -Percussion 
Julia Pafford -Flute 

Manuel Ramos -Clarinet 
Mark Spradley -Trombone 
Nancy Ryerson -Bassoon 

Tung Vu -Trombone 
  

The following members of the SkyeLite Jazz Band 
were selected as members of the Georgia Music 
Educators  Association 2008 All-State Jazz Band: 
 

Brendan Polk -Piano 
Diana Lugemwa -Trumpet 
Jaron McCarr -Trombone 
Mark Spradley -Trombone 

Tung Vu -Trombone 

���� � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � ����

P L A Y I N G  A R O U N D  T O W N  
����

3 



 
Savannah Music Festival 

National Jazz Competition & Workshop Draws 
More Than 340 High School Students  

To Savannah 
 

Aspiring young musicians will perform, study 
with and watch performances by esteemed 
clinicians including Marcus Roberts, Wycliffe 
Gordon, Jeff Clayton, James Ketch and Marcus 
Printup 
 

 SMF has selected 12 outstanding high school jazz 
bands from across the nation to participate in its 
expanded high school jazz band program, “Swing 
Central” which takes place April 3-5. This year, 
the three-day workshop program features some of 
the country’s finest high school jazz bands going 
head-to-head for $13,000 in cash awards.  
 

“The students and I are excited about the 
opportunity to hear other bands that are working 
hard and are dedicated to the music,” says New 
World School for the Arts Jazz and Instrumental 
Studies Professor, Jim Gasior. “We are thrilled 
with the lineup of performers and educators that 
will lead the clinics and workshops.” All 
competition rounds are free and open to the 
public. 
 

City Market high school band schedule: 
 

Friday, April 4  
 

11:00    Ware County High School, Waycross, GA 
11:30    Charleston School for the Arts, N. 
Charleston, SC 
12:00    Fontainebleau High School, Mandeville, LA 
12:30    Hilton Head High School, HHI, SC 
1:00      Centennial High School, Roswell, GA 
1:30      Hoover High School, Hoover, AL 
 

Saturday, April 5 
 

11:00    Dillard High School, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
11:30    Savannah Arts Academy, Savannah, GA 
12:00    Agoura High School, Agoura Hills, CA 
12:30    New World School for the Arts, Miami, FL  
1:00      Overton High School, Memphis, TN 
1:30      South View High School, Hope Mills, NC 
 

Here are the competition rounds which all take 
place in the Civic Center Ballroom: 
 

Thursday, April 3 
7:00pm Ware County High School 

7:30      Charleston School for the Arts 
8:00      Fontainebleau High School 
 

Friday, April 4 
9:30      Centennial High School 
10:00    Hoover High School 
10:30    Dillard High School 
11:00    Agoura High School 
1:00      New World School for the Arts  
1:30      Overton High School 
2:00      South View High School 
 

Each band will play three selections: “Groove 
Merchant,” a director’s choice, and a test piece, 
titled, “Savannah Trails” that Wycliffe Gordon has 
composed specifically for the 2008 Swing Central. 
 

The three top-scoring bands each receive an 
honorarium ($5000 for first, $2500 for second and 
$1000 for third place) and perform during the 
opening set at the SMF production “The One and 
Only Wycliffe Gordon,” April 5, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Lucas Theatre for the Arts. Other competitors 
receive a $500 travel stipend. At this festival-
closing show, Gordon will premier an original 
piece commissioned by SMF. Swing Central is 
sponsored by Robert & Jean Faircloth, Atlanta 
Gas Light and Citi Trends. 
  

Swing Central is open to high school jazz bands 
from across the country. Committed to enhancing 
studies of the jazz tradition in the South, this new 
format fuses an established high-quality 
mentorship program with a youth jazz band 
competition of national scope.  
 

The Savannah Music Festival is Georgia’s largest 
musical arts festival and one of the most 
distinctive cross-genre music festivals in the 
world. SMF is building a robust history on its 
devotion to living, vibrant musical traditions, 
regularly producing premieres, commissioned 
works and rare regional appearances by renowned 
artists in jazz, classical, blues, bluegrass, gospel 
and other styles of American and international 
roots music. Artists collaborate, students and 
master musicians intermingle, vocalists showcase 
their talents and communities uplift and celebrate 
over seventeen specially conceived days and 
nights.  
 

For details visit www.savannahmusicfestival.org.  
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2008 Officers: 
  

    President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lacy Manigault 
    1st  Vice President . . . . . . . . .  Skip Jennings 
   2nd  Vice President . . . . . Mel issa Harvey 

    Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Peterson 
    Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ruth Keith 
 

200 CJA Board of Directors 
 

Bill Vogele 
Dr. Jim Gibson 

John Cochran 
Larry Dane-Kel logg 

Ligel Lambert  
Michael Hutchinson 

Teddy Adams 

T H E   N EWS L E T T E R   O F   T H E   C OA STA L   J A Z Z   A S S O C I AT I O N  
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We Thank Our New and Renewed 
Supporters of Jazz In Savannah 

 
Alonzo Adams Jr. & Edna B. Jackson 

Arthur & Louise Haaker 
Arturo & Susan Iriarte 

Bob Adelmann & Judy Lampe 
Cal & Susan Roberts 

Dave & Marian Williams 
Evelyn Powe 

George & Georgene Brazer 
Jamette & Tommy Wilkerson 

Jim & Diane Zettergren 
Mike & Marilyn Mc Graw 
Mr & Mrs. Frank A. Rizzio 

Paul Hudson 
Phil & Diana London 

Rick & Cylene Rantilla  
 

Let us know if you joined but your name is 
missing by calling 912.354.4785 
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The Word on Jazz 
 

A Certain Respect for Tradition 
 
by Mark Miller 
paperback, 208 pages 
 

A Certain Respect for 
Tradition is a celebration 
of jazz and, equally, of 
Mark Miller’s 
distinguished career as a 
writer.  
 

Mark Miller served as the 
jazz critic for The Globe 
and Mail from 1978 to 
2005 and, in addition to A 

Certain Respect for Tradition, has completed 
six other books since 1982, including Such 
Melodious Racket: The Lost History of Jazz 
in Canada, 1914-1949 (1997), The Miller 
Companion to Jazz in Canada (2001), and 
Some Hustling This!: Taking Jazz to the 
World, 1914-1929 (2005) (all Mercury). He 
has also written for several popular and 
scholarly publications, notably Coda, Down 
Beat, the Encyclopedia of Music in Canada, 

and The New Grove Dictionary of Jazz. His 
photographs of jazz musicians have been 
published widely. 
 

Drawing on more than 4000 articles, most 
published by The Globe and Mail, Miller has 
chosen 80 profiles and reviews according to 
the simplest and most subjective of criteria: 
these are pieces he likes about musicians 
whose work he admires— from John Zorn and 
Jabbo Smith to Enrico Rava, Rosemary 
Clooney, Phil Minton, Dorothy Donegan and 
Cecil Taylor. 
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Sponsor a Coastal Jazz Association 
Monthly Concert! 

 

Help make live� ����� ����� ����� ����  happen in Savannah by 
being an individual or corporate sponsor for a 
concert in The Coastal Jazz Association’s 
monthly concert series.  
 

It might just surprise you how inexpensive and 
rewarding it can be.   
 

Sponsorships are tax deductible (CJA is a 
501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization) 
 

Sponsorship includes acknowledgement in the 
CJA newsletter   NNootteewwoorrtthhyy and on the 
website. Your commitment to live jazz in 
Savannah will also be announced at the 
concert event.  
 

For More Information go to:  www.coastal-
jazz.org (where you can also view upcoming 
concerts) or call 912.675.5419.  

 

We Need Your Support! 
 

We hope you consider joining the Coastal Jazz 
Association.  As you know, a couple months 
ago, we had some of the top names in jazz at 
our 2007 Savannah Jazz Festival and we are 
happy to announce that we have a very 
exciting fall/winter/spring concert series 
already in place! Your membership 
contribution gets you into our monthly concert 
series for free, among other great things.   
 
You should also know that your membership 
contribution goes directly to helping us present 
great artists as well as helps to support CJA 
education initiatives (which by the way – gives 
out not one, but two scholarships to promising 
jazz students as they pursue their jazz studies!)   
 
Your support keeps great jazz alive in our 
community! And even if you do not join The 
Coastal Jazz Association, please SUPPORT 
THE ARTS in Savannah! 

J o i n  T h e  C o a s t a l  J a z z  A s s o c i a t i o n  T o d a y 
! ! !  
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 Current Top 20 Jazz Albums 
 
1    Eliane Elias   -Something For You: Eliane Elias   
      Sings & Plays Bill Evans   -Blue Note 
2    Hendrik Meurkens    -Sambatropolis    -Zoho Music  
3    Steve Nelson    -Sound-Effect    -HighNote  
4    Jim Snidero    -Tippin'    -Savant  
5    Ron Blake    -Shayari    -Mack Avenue  
6    Pat Metheny    -Day Trip    -Nonesuch  
7    Deep Blue Organ Trio    - Folk Music   - Origin  
8    Jim Rotondi    -Four Of A Kind    -Positone  
9    Monterey Jazz Festival 50th Aniversary All-Stars   - 
      Live At The 2007 Monterey Jazz Festival Monterey  
      Jazz Fest   -Monterey Jazz Fest 
9    Herbie Hancock    -River: The Joni Letters    -Verve  
      Music Group  
9    Ben Allison & Man Size Safe    -Little Things Run  
      The World   - Palmetto  
12   Westchester Jazz Orchestra    -All In    -Self Rel. 
13   James Silberstein  -Expresslane  -Consolidated  
       Artists 
14   Bob DeVos    -Playing For Keeps    -Savant  
15   Joe Locke    -Sticks And Strings    -Jazz Eyes  
16   Stacey Kent    -Breakfast On The Morning Tram   -  
       Blue Note  
17   Houston Person    -Thinking Of You   - HighNote  
18   Pamela Hines    -Return    -Spice Rack  
19   Jodi Proznick    -Foundations   - Cellar Live  
20   Bruce Eskovitz Jazz Orchestra    -Invitation   -  
      Pacific Coast Jazz  
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Jazz Festival Sponsorships Available 
 

If you love great jazz, please consider 
sponsorship. Jazz in all its forms will be 
celebrated at the annual Savannah Jazz 
Festival.  The festival will feature local, 
regional and national acts which will bring 
thousands of jazz enthusiasts to Savannah. The 
festival is free and there are excellent 
sponsorship opportunities for business and 
individuals to get involved. You can get into 
major sponsorship of the whole Festival or just 
support individual evenings. The Festival 
enjoys a high profile, attracting attendances of 
over 30,000, receiving wide spread publicity 
via festival programs; numerous mentions on 
television; radio, news papers 
advertising; website promotion; jazz media; 
flyers and posters; and sponsor cross-
promotion.  For more information please 
contact Melissa at (912) 656-7670   

Herbie Hancock Wins Best Album 
At the GRAMMY’s 

 

Herbie Hancock won Best Album Of The 
Year during this 
year’s Grammy 
Awards 
ceremony in Los 
Angeles. Also, in 
the “no big 
surprise” 
category, Mr. 
Hancock also 
won the 
GRAMMY for 
"Best 
Contemporary Jazz Album" during the pre-
televised portion of the ceremony. 

The late, Michael Brecker, a terrific musician 
and wonderful person won the award for "Best 
Jazz Instrumental Album, Individual or 
Group" for his final album, "Pilgrimage," of 
which Herbie was also part. 

Mr. Brecker, was also awarded the GRAMMY 
for "Best Jazz Instrumental Solo" for the song 
"Anagram" from "Pilgrimage." He shared the 
nomination in this category with Herbie for the 
solo on "Both Sides Now" from "River," and 
with Terence Blanchard, who was nominated 
for his solo on "Levees" from his latest album, 
"A Tale Of God's Will (A Requiem For 
Katrina)." 

Mr. Blanchard also walked away with an 
award in the category of Best Large Jazz 
Ensemble Album for "A Tale Of God's Will 
(A Requiem For Katrina)."  
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CJA gratefully acknowledges the support of  
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Duke Ellington  
 

Edward, ‘Duke’ Ellington  
(1899 – 1974) brought a level 
of style and sophistication to 
jazz that the music hadn't seen 
before. Although he was a 
gifted piano player, his 
orchestra was his principal 
instrument. Like Jelly Roll 
Morton before him, he 
considered himself to be a 
composer and arranger, rather 
than just a musician. Duke 

began playing music professionally in Washington, 
D.C. in 1917.  
 

The ‘Washingtonians’ was his first group as a 
leader. Sidney Bechet played briefly with the band 
(unfortunately he never recorded with them). In 
1927 the band re-recorded versions of "East 
St.Louis Toodle-Oo," debuted "Black and Tan 
Fantasy" and "Creole Love Call", songs that would 
be associated with him the for rest of his career.  
 

Unlike many of his contemporaries, the Ellington 
was able to make the change from the Hot Jazz of 

the 1920s to the Swing music of the 1930s. The 
song "It Don't Mean a Thing (If It Ain't Got That 
Swing)" even came to define the era. The band 
produced Jazz standards like "Take the 'A' Train", 
"Perdido", "The 'C' Jam Blues" and "Satin Doll".  
 

In the 1960s Duke wrote several religious pieces, 
and composed "The Far East Suite". He also 
collaborated with a very diverse group of 
musicians whose styles spanned the history of 
Jazz. He played in a trio with Charles Mingus and 
Max Roach, sat in with both the Louis Armstrong 
All-Stars and the John Coltrane Quartet.  
 

In the 1970s many of Ellington's long time band 
members had died, but the band continued to 
attract outstanding musicians even after Ellington's 
death from cancer in 1974, when his son Mercer 
took over the reins of the band.  
 

Duke Ellington Concert is Sunday, April 27 @ 
5:00 p.m. at the AASU "Armstrong Center." & is 
part of Jazz Appreciation Month.  The concert is 
free and open to the public, thanks to a generous 

sponsorship from the 
City of Savannah Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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