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CJA MONTHLY CONCERT 
 

Enjoy “ Me ‘Morie’ al ”  
Weekend  Jazz  

Sunday, May 27th at 5 pm - The Cobblestone 
Conch House 

 

Brenda Morie – vocal, flute, guitar 
Eric Jones - piano  
Steve Primatic - drums & percussion 
Peter Berquist - bass  
Kirk Lee- trumpet & flugelhorn 
 
Reminiscent of a young Nancy Wilson, Ms. 
Morie’s rich, melodic voice has been compared to 
that of Dusty Springfield and Julie London, 
envelops the listener in waves of rhythm, color, 
feeling and melody. Intimate and intensely 
focused, she draws you into each musical moment 
and one cannot help but follow her. On jazz flute, 
Brenda lets loose with staccato, percussive 
rhythmic changes and with her free style 
illustrates her lead guitar influences along with a 
reminiscence of Herbie Mann and the flavor of Ian 
Anderson. 
 
Hailing from Edmonton, Canada, Ms. Morie was 
always passionate about music from a very young 
age and by age 18 she was touring Canada. Brenda 
spent 15 years in Los Angeles, recording, 
performing and touring. In 2000, she completed a 
tour with Nancy Sinatra, with an audience of 
50,000 people. She lent her voice for films and 
television as well as composed for the recent 
release of the Film, “Truce” in 2006. She has co-
written and released several jazz CD’s with Chet 
McCracken, a platinum record winning, two-time 
gold record-winning and Grammy-nominated 

recording artist 
before moving to 
North Carolina 
where she 
recorded her first 
jazz solo CD, 
“Meant To Be”.  
 
She has been 
performing 
throughout the 
lower east coast 
and has appeared 
as guest artist 
with the 
Piedmont Wind 
Symphony. 
 

In 2005, upon 
returning from 
Africa, where she 
visited the New Life Homes, founded to protect 
and treat abandoned babies of Aids victims, she 
produced the first of the series, Amani Children’s 
Choir Collection. All proceeds raised from the CD 
go directly to support the New Life Homes in 
Kenya. 
 
In her native Canada, Brenda was well known 
from numerous television appearances and 
specials. She has been awarded the National Arts 
Council Grant as well as the Gordon Durfee and 
E.R. Couson Memorial Music Award in the US. 
 

Upon her recent arrival to Savannah, Brenda has 
begun recording a new duet CD with Walter 
Holton, renowned bassist Ben Tucker, Bluegrass 
five-time Grammy-nominated Tony Williamson 
on mandolin and Jeff Autry, guitarist for the John 
Cowan Band. 
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The concert will take place at the Cobblestone 
Conch House (225 W. River Street) on Sunday, 
May 27th at 5 pm.   The concert is free for 
Coastal Jazz Association members and $10 for 
non-members. Attendees who join CJA while at 
the concert will also be admitted for free. 
 
For more info go to:  www.coastal-jazz.org  or  
www.brendamorie.com. 
 

«:*´`³¤³´`*:»§«:*´`³¤³´`*:» 
 

The University of West GA Jazz Ensemble Plays 
Free Concert at the JEA 

Thursday, May 10th at 1:30 p.m.  
 

The Jewish Educational Alliance (5111 Abercorn 
Street) will present a free big band concert by the 
University of West GA Jazz Ensemble on 
Thursday, May 10th at  1:30 pm .  
   

The State University of West Georgia Jazz 
Ensemble has performed with such notable jazz 
musicians as Bobby Shew, Chris Vadala, Jerry 
Coker, Steve Wiest, Rob McConnell, Gary Foster, 
Lew Soloff, Marvin Stamm, Giacomo Gates, and 
others. 
 

The concert is free and open to the public 
 

For more information call 912-355-8111. 
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Friends Of Johnny Mercer Revive "Jumpin' 
With Johnny" Jam Sessions 

 
The Friends of Johnny Mercer revives its "Jumpin' 
With Johnny" Jam Sessions with a kickoff jam 
session, May 14 at Savannah's Johnny Harris 
Restaurant, one of the composer's favorite 
watering holes. 
 

All area jazz musicians are invited to "sit-in" 
during the event set for 6:30 to 10 p.m. Admission 
is $10, singles; $16, couples with all proceeds 
earmarked for the Johnny Mercer Music 
Scholastic Awards given to exceptional high 

school seniors planning to major in music.  
Recipients are chosen by a panel of four 
professional musicians. 

 

Mercer, one of the music industry's most prolific 
lyricists and composers, published 1,000 songs,  
four of which won Academy Awards-- "On the 
Achison, Topeka and Santa Fe," "In the Cool, 
Cool, Cool of the Evening," "Moon River," and 
"Days of Wine and Roses." 
 

Mercer also co-founded Capitol Records. 
 

For addition information, call (912) 925-1334. 
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JAZZ VOCALIST MARLENE VER PLANCK 
AT THE JAZZ CORNER 

 

NYC Jazz Vocalist Marlene Ver Planck will 
perform with Bob Alberti, live, at The Jazz Corner 
on May 18 & 19. 

 

Her 2006 CD, My Impetuous Heart, her 17th 
album, reunited her with some old friends, 
including jazz pianist Hank Jones and special 
guests jazz pianists George Shearing and Marian 
McPartland and guitarist Bucky Pizzarelli. Ms. 
Ver Planck's career is a long string of success 
stories, which showcases her as a versatile singer 
with a gorgeous, pliable voice that knew how to 
tell a story.  
 

She started singing at age 19. Her career stretched 
back to the '50s when she worked with Tex Beneke 
and Charlie Spivak. Her first big break came in 

 
���� � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � ���� ����

T H E   N EWS L E T T E R   O F   T H E   C OA STA L   J A Z Z   A S S O C I AT I O N  

����



3 

Wynton Marsalis paid tribute to Joe “King” 
Oliver, as a plaque was dedicated on MLK 
Boulevard in March.  King Oliver spent the last 
days of his life in what was then, West Broad 
Street.  Julius “Boo” Hornstein has worked 
tirelessly for many years to see that the jazz 
great had proper recognition in Savannah. 

continued on page 4 

1955 when she teamed up with pianist Hank Jones, 
flutist Herbie Mann, trumpeter Joe Wilder, bassist 
Wendell Marshall, and drummer Kenny Clarke on I 
Think of You with Every Breath I Take on Savoy 
Records.  
 

 She has appeared on Entertainment Tonight, The 
Today Show, and CBS's Sunday Morning.  
Tickets are $20.00. For more information: Call 
843.842.8620 - www.thejazzcorner.com and 
www.marleneverplanck.com  
 

«:*´`³¤³´`*:»§«:*´`³¤³´`*:»  
 

CJA’s 2nd  Annual Fathers’ Day Concert 
Scheduled for June 17th  

 

New York pianist Dave Solazzo, who is in the 
Coastal Empire for a series of performances and 
recordings at Hilton Head's "The Jazz Corner" 
joins jazz guitarist Howard Paul for an evening of 
classical jazz from the American Songbook. 
 

Professor Dave is a virtuoso player in the style of 
Art Tatum. He has performed with with jazz 
luminaries Chuck Mangione and Frank Foster. Mr. 
Howard is a mainstay in regional jazz scene.  He 
is president/CEO of Benedetto Guitars.   
 
The trio will be rounded out with bassist George 
Sheck.   
 
The concert will take place at the Cobblestone Conch 
House (225 W. River Street) on Sunday, June 17th at 
5 pm.   The concert is free for Coastal Jazz 
Association members and $10 for non-members. 
Attendees who join CJA while at the concert will also 
be admitted for free. 
 
Look for details in next month’s Noteworthy or by 
going to www.coastal-jazz.org. 
 

 
«:*´`³¤³´`*:»§«:*´`³¤³´`*:» 

 
The Coastal Jazz Association presents:  

“A Hot-Summer’s Night Dream”  
Featuring Audrey Shakir 

 
Jazz Vocalist Audrey Shakir has been a fixture on 
the jazz scene for decades, and has put together a 
new quartet that features some of the region’s best 
musical talent: Louis Heriveaux on piano, Neal 
Starkey on bass and drummer Justin Varnes. 
  
Ms. Shakir is THE jazz vocalist in the City of 
Atlanta.  An accomplished performer, she has 
worked extensively in New York City and has 
studied vocal improvisation with famed jazz 
pianist, Barry Harris.  She has performed with 
many major jazz artists including Kenny Baron, 
Duke Pearson,  Lionel Hampton, Tommy 
Turrentine, Clifford Jordan, Walter Booker Jr.,  
Vernel Fournier, Johnny O'Neal, Pharaoh Sanders, 
Millie Jackson, Johnny Lytle, Johnny Coles, 
Lionel Hampton, Kenny Burrell and Percy France.  
  
She has performed at Tavern-on-the-Green, Town 
Hall, and was a regular at the Village Gate, and 
appeared at the opening of Jazz at Lincoln Center. 
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Come early and be prepared to let your 
imagination carry you wistfully down the 
Savannah River on a jazz fantasy. 
 
The concert will take place at the Cobblestone Conch 
House (225 W. River Street) on Sunday, August 26th 
at 5 pm.   The concert is free for Coastal Jazz 
Association members and $10 for non-members. 
Attendees who join CJA while at the concert will also 
be admitted for free. 
 
For more information go to:   www.coastal-jazz.org  
 
Ms. Shakir is a musical diamond. Her performances are 
rich, illuminating affairs. They chart the versatility of a 
singer who regards her voice an equal to a piano or a 
horn.  
  

 -  Ken Rollins, Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
 

«:*´`³¤³´`*:»§«:*´`³¤³´`*:»  
 

The North Coast Brewing 
Company Presents:   

“Brother Thelonious”  
Belgian Style Abbey Ale 

 
Jazz icon Thelonious Monk is the 
inspiration for North Coast 
Brewing's new Belgian-style abbey 
ale called, appropriately enough, 
Brother Thelonious. The beer is 
being released in conjunction with 
the Thelonious Monk Institute of 
Jazz, and the brewery will make a 
contribution to the Institute for every 
case sold to support jazz education. 
 

 

New and Renewed Supporters of  
Jazz in Savannah 

 

Alex Camacho 
Jim Casey 

Jamie M. Smith 
Lorraine H. Williams 

Bill & Frances Emmons 
Larry & Susan Sammons 

Bill Schmid 
Ronald & Bailee Kronowitz 
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Kramer 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Alpert 

Edgar Walker, Jr. 
Gary Brand 

Sheldon & Kathy Kanis 
Dr. Sandy & Irene Mc Phail 

Priscilla & Roderick Williams 
Marty & Bill Barnes 

Joe Mc Cormick  (Hephzibah, Ga) 
Anne Allman 

Kathy Bennett 
Frank Bright 

Pat & Phyllis Carlino 
Joanna Ellis 

Eleanor W. Murdock 
Brigitta & H. Mano Solinski    

Slater S. Blige 
Stephanie & Dr. Sol Zerden 

 
Let us know if you joined but your name is missing by calling 912.354.4785 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CJA 2007 Officers & Board 
 

Officers: 
  

    President . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Jim Gibson 
    1st  Vice President . . .   Lacy Manigault 
    2nd  Vice President . . .  Skip Jennings 
    Treasurer . . . . . . . . . .  Bill Vogele 
    Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Keith 
 

CJA Board of Directors 
 

Andy Blalock  
Ann Hartfield 

Berniece Beach 
Fran Luce 

John Cochran 
Jon Peterson 

Larry Dane-Kellogg 
Melissa Harvey 
Teddy Adams 
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Ornette Coleman CD  
Wins Pulitzer Prize 

 

"Sound Grammar,” a recording by jazz 
saxophonist Ornette Coleman and his band 
released in September 2006, has won the 2007 
Pulitzer Prize for Music, which carries a $10,000 
cash award.  
 

The disc, the first in a decade by the legendary 
free jazz pioneer, was recorded live at a 2005 
concert in Italy." 
 

«:*´`³¤³´`*:»§«:*´`³¤³´`*:»  
 

Andrew Hill to Receive Honorary Doctor of 
Music Degree From Berklee College of Music  

  

(Boston) Berklee College of Music will present 
legendary jazz pianist Andrew Hill with Honorary 
Doctor of Music degree at Berklee College of 
Musics Commencement on May 12.  Mr. Hill is 
being honored for his achievements in the world 
of music, and enduring contributions to American 
and international culture.   
 

Past recipients include Duke Ellington (the first, in 
1971), Dizzy Gillespie, Patti LaBelle, Steven 
Tyler, Aretha Franklin, Tito Puente, Nancy 
Wilson, David Bowie, Michel Camilo, Chaka 
Khan, Loretta Lynn, Quincy Jones, Bonnie Raitt, 
and Ahmet Ertegun. 
 

Legendary pianist and composer Andrew Hill has 
been defying categorization for over four decades 
with his enigmatic and sophisticated musical style. 
He has been hailed by The New York Times as 
“one of the 1960’s jazz heroes,” and is alternately 
referred to as a genius and a master by critics and 
colleagues alike.  He has been honored with a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Jazz 
Foundation of America, received the JAZZPAR 
Award, and has been named Jazz Composer of the 
Year four times by the Jazz Journalists 
Association, most recently in 2006. A champion 
of Hill's music, the late Blue Note Records 
founder Alfred Lion proclaimed Hill his “last 
great protégé” and produced his early classics for 
the label, including Point of Departure.  Mr. Hill's 

latest release, Time Lines (Blue Note,), was voted 
Best Jazz Album by Down Beat magazine.  This 
year, Hill joined the ranks of such lauded 
composers as Stravinsky, Copland, Elliott Carter, 
David Benoit, and Chick Corea, by signing with 
renowned music publisher Boosey & Hawkes. 

 
Andrew Hill Dies 
 

(April 20, 2007) Literally within a few hours of 
writing the above article about Andrew Hill 
receiving the Honorary Doctor of Music Award 
from Berklee College of Music, we received 
notification that the composer and pianist had 
died. He had been diagnosed with lung cancer 
several years ago. He was 75 years old and lived 
in Jersey City, NJ.  Mr. Hill was born June 30, 
1931 in Chicago, Illinois 
 

«:*´`³¤³´`*:»§«:*´`³¤³´`*:»  
 

Jazz Singer Dakota Staton Dies at 76 
 

Jazz vocalist Dakota Staton passed away April 
10th at the age of 76.  Staton received critical 
acclaim for more than two-dozen albums. She was 
best known for her 1957 hit song "The Late, Late 
Show." 
 

Born in Pittsburgh, she began singing and dancing 
as a child and continued performing well into her 
60s. By the time she was 18, Staton was 
performing in nightclubs in Detroit and other 
venues in the Midwest, but eventually settled in 
New York.  
 

Staton recorded more than two dozen albums and 
worked with musicians such as pianist George 
Shearing and arrangers such as Nelson Riddle.  
In 1955, she was voted the most promising 
newcomer of the year by Down Beat magazine.  
 

While she never earned the same fame as Dinah 
Washington or Nancy Wilson, Staton told The 
Philadelphia Inquirer in 1996 that she had no 
complaints with her career, saying it didn't matter 
that she is sometimes overlooked by those who 
cite the likes of Ella Fitzgerald and Carmen 
McRae as the greatest of female jazz singers. 
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Playing Around . . . 
 

CJA May Concert  
“ M ‘Morie’ al ”  Weekend  Jazz  

Sunday, May 27th at 5 pm –  
The Cobblestone Conch House 

 
 

 

Free Afternoon Concert 
The University of West GA Jazz 
Ensemble Plays Free Concert �

Thursday, May 10th at 1:30 p.m.  
Jewish Educational Alliance 

912.355.8111�

 
 

 
Crystal Beer 

Parlor Ramblers 
Fridays 7–10pm 

912.443.9200 

 
 

Kokopelli’s 
Live Jazz 

Friday, Saturday 
107 W. Broughton 

 
 

 
Westin Aqua Star Room 

*Sunday Brunch w/ Ben Tucker /11 am 
*The Dinner/ Dance w/ Live Music 

6 pm To 10 pm / 1ce monthly 
Hutchinson Island / 912.201.2000 

 
 

 
514 West (King Oliver Memorial) 

Friday Lunch and Dinner Jazz 
Saturday: Dinner Jazz 

 
 

 
The Jazz Corner / Hilton Head, SC 

843.842.8620 
 

The Coastal Empire’s only Full-Time Jazz Club 
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Jazz Top Ten  
 

Top-ten lists are always suspicious and open for 
argument.  With that being said . . . 
 

 
 
 

Saxophone 
 
  1. Charlie Parker 
  2. John Coltrane 
  3. Lester Young 
  4. Coleman Hawkins 
  5. Sonny Rollins 
  6. Eric Dolphy 
  7. Cannonball Adderley 
  8. Wayne Shorter 
  9. Stanley Turrentine 
10. Dexter Gordon 
 
Trumpet 
 
  1. Louis Armstrong 
  2. Miles Davis 
  3. Dizzy Gillespie 
  4. Clifford Brown 
  5. Lee Morgan 
  6. Roy Eldridge 
  7. Freddie Hubbard 
  8. Donald Byrd 
  9. Bix Biederbecke 
10. Fats Navarro 
 
Piano 
 
1. Thelonius Monk 
2. Art Tatum 
3. Bill Evans 
4. McCoy Tyner 
5. Oscar Peterson 
6. Herbie Hancock 
7. Bud Powell 
8. Keith Jarrett 
9. Chick Corea 
10. Jelly Roll Morton 
 
Bass 
 
  1. Charles Mingus 
  2. Stanley Clarke 
  3. Paul Chambers 
  4. Jaco Pastorius 
  5. Ron Carter 
  6. Dave Holland 
  7. Ray Brown 
  8. Charlie Haden 

  9. John Patitucci 
10. Scott LaFaro 
 
Drums 
 
 1. Buddy Rich 
2. Elvin Jones 
3. Max Roach 
4. Roy Haynes 
5. Jack DeJohnette 
6. Tony Williams 
7. Billy Cobham 
8. Art Blakey 
9. Joe Morello 
10. Kenny Clarke 
 
Vocal 
 
  1. Billie Holiday 
  2. Sarah Vaughan 
  3. Ella Fitzgerald 
  4. Nat King Cole 
  5. Louis Armstrong 
  6. Nina Simone 
  7. Dinah Washington 
  8. Frank Sinatra 
  9. Carmen McRae 
10. Johnny Hartman 
 
Albums 
 
  1. Kind Of Blue - Miles               
      Davis 
  2. A Love Supreme - John    
      Coltrane 
  3. Mingus Ah Um - Charles  
      Mingus 
  4. Brilliant Corners -   
      Thelonious Monk 
  5. Time Out - Dave Brubeck 
  6. The Blues & The Abstract   
      Truth - Oliver Nelson 
  7. The Incredible Jazz     
      Guitar - Wes Montgomery 
  8. Song For My Father -   
      Horace Silver 
  9. Out To Lunch - Eric                                   
       Dolphy 
10. The Shape Of Jazz To  
      Come - Ornette Coleman 
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����� s Garcia, Bill Schmid, Chris Sather, Dr. Randall 
Reese and CJA President, Dr. Jim Gibson. 

Sather and Garcia play with the Savannah Jazz Orchestra. 

Special guest Barry Greene showcases his guitar 
playing during the Tribute to Duke Ellington Concert 

Crowd pleasing vocals by Priscilla Albergottie 
Williams.  Ellington would be proud!  

I let a Song Go Out of My Heart – Coastal Jazz 
Association gave a Birthday Party to the Duke! 
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Students Recognized at the Annual Duke 
Ellington Concert 

  

Every Year the Coastal Jazz Association awards a 
scholarship in the amount of $1000 to two undergraduate 
students, a student at Armstrong Atlantic State University 
and a student at Georgia Southern University.  
  

The students, selected by their school’s band directors, 
must be participants in the school’s jazz band and be 
deemed worthy of recognition due to need and 
contribution.   
 

These awards are made in tribute to Ken Eckfield, a 
long-time CJA board member who contributed 
generously to the support of the scholarship program.   
  

These recipients of the 2008-2009 school year were: 
  

Chris Sather – Piano, AASU 
����� s Garcia – guitar, GSU 
  

The students were recognized at the annual Duke 
Ellington concert 
on April 22nd and 
were given an 
opportunity to 
perform with the 

Savannah Jazz Orchestra on that evening.  Their band-directors, Bill 
Schmidt (GSU) and Randy Reese (AASU), also members of the 
orchestra, were able to play along with their winning students.  A nice 
touch, don’t you think?  Congratulations, gentlemen.   
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Andy Blalock looks over the award he received for his outstanding 
accomplishments for The Coastal Jazz Association 

 
CJA Honors Andy Blalock 

  

The Coastal Jazz Association’s outgoing president, 
Andy Blalock was honored at the 2007 CJA 
Annual Meeting in February.  During the annual 
meeting, a new slate of officers and Board of 
Directors were installed.   
  

Mr. Blalock, who served as president for one year, 
had many accomplishments.  As a result of his 
efforts, the organization significantly increased the 
number and dollar amount of Savannah Jazz 
Festival sponsorships. 
  

Always gracious, thoughtful and diplomatic, Mr. 
Blalock set the foundation for a new era of growth 
and accomplishments for the Coastal Jazz 
Association and the Savannah Jazz Festival.  
 

Thanks to Mr. Blalock, the organization and jazz community has benefited greatly. 
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Want to Join CJA?  Go to www.coastal-jazz.org and click on “ Join Us! ” 




