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J o d y  E s p i n a  a n d  F r i e n d s  
August 23rd at 5 p.m. at Four Points by Sheraton

Saxophonist, Jody Espina, has done it 
all.  He is a highly regarded and much 
in-demand Jazz saxophonist, clarinetist, 
and flutist with a 
unique and personal 
sound.   From 1985 to 
2008, New York city 
was his stomping 
ground until he 
relocated to 
Savannah Ga, in 
the Spring of 2008. 
 

He has performed 
and toured with The 
Tommy Dorsey 

Orchestra, Mel 
Torme, Milton Berle, 
Patty Page, Eddie 
Arnold, Louis 
Bellson, Don Alias, 
Bob Moses, Dave 
Douglas,, Lew Solof, 
Vic Juris, Harvie Swartz, the Charlie 
Persip Superband, Rachel Z, and the 
Strike Anywhere Performance 
Ensemble. He is a frequent conductor of 
Soundpainting and has given seminars 
and workshops in Europe and the United 
States teaching it. 
 

He has performed in recording sessions, 
jingles, appeared with Broadway pit 
orchestras, and played in pop, R&B, 
funk, and avant-garde groups.  He has 
done numerous sessions for film, 

television and CD recordings.  Jody is 
president of the internationally renowned, 
JodyJazz Saxophone & Clarinet Mouthpieces.  

 

Jody Coordinated the Jazz 
Department at the Hoff- 

Barthelson Music School in 
Scarsdale NY.   He also was Adjunct 
professor of saxophone and clarinet 
at Concordia College in Bronxville, 
NY. 
  

Jody was Professor of saxophone, 
clarinet and flute in 
Barcelona, Spain, and the Director of 
the Big Band at the Aula de Musica i 
Moderna Jazz. 
 

He has been involved with the 
Grammys In The Schools Program, 
bringing performing artists to inner 
city schools and has written and 
performed "What Is Jazz?"  -an 
entertaining educational concert for 

children. 
 

In Savannah, Jody is a Board Member of The 
Savannah Children's Choir, and does coaching 
for the Jazz band at the Savannah Country 
Day School and also gives lessons for the 
Salvation Army.  
 

Sunday, August 23rd at 5 p.m. at Four Points by 
Sheraton Historic Savannah - 520 West Bryan 
Street. (Bryan & MLK).   The event is free for 
Coastal Jazz Association members and $10 for 
non-members. Join and admission is FREE. 
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28th   

 
  

 
 
 
 

September 20 - 27 
 

The 2009 “ 28th ” Savannah Jazz Festival, 
celebrating jazz 
as a living art 
form -built on a 

constantly 
evolving 

tradition will 
offer all types of 
jazz, from 

Dixieland, 
traditional 

swing, straight-
ahead and bop to melodic standards, and 
funky down-home “gutbucket” blues.  
 
The festival boasts  the best in international, 
national, regional and local jazz talent.  
Sponsored by the City of Savannah, the 
Festival is free and open to the public. Food 
and drink venders on-site.   
 
The 2009 festival will feature: Mose Allison, 
Grace Kelly, Ben 
Riley Trio- 
featuring  
Guitarist Jim 
Hall, Savannah 
Jazz Orchestra 
with Oliver 
Nelson Jr. 
Conducting and 
featuring  Doug 
Carn, University 
of North Florida 
featuring  Ed 
Calle, Longineu 
Parsons & Flight of the Vultures,  The 
FlyCats, International Groove Conspiracy, 

Groove 8, Howard Paul, Ben Tucker, Teddy 
Adams, Huxsie 
Scott, The Shane 
Pruitt Group, 
Savannah Arts 
Academy Jazz 
Band, The Jazz 
Corner All-
Stars, Coastal 
Jazz Hall of 
Fame All-Stars, 
J.B. Scott's 
Swingin' All-
stars, The Eric 
Culberson Blues Band & more, more, more.  
 

The Late Night Festival BBQ Jam Sessions will 
be at Blowin' Smoke  
 

Savannah Jazz Festival Schedule 
 

20th Sunday  (Blowin' Smoke) 
  5:00  Festival Kick-Off jam    
  

21st Monday (Blowin' Smoke) 
  7:00  Film:  The Jazz Baroness  
 

22nd Tuesday  (Blowin' Smoke) 
  7:00  Howard Paul 
  

23rd Wednesday (AASU) 
  7:00  International Groove Conspiracy 
  8:00  The FlyCats 
  9:00  Longineu Parsons & Flight of the  
           Vultures 
  

24th Thursday (Forsyth Park) 
  7:00  Eric Culberson Blues Band 
  8:15  Shane Pruitt Group  
  9:30  Mose Alison- w/ Ben Tucker  
  

25th Friday (Forsyth Park)  
  7:00   Arts Academy Skyelite Jazz Band 
  8:15  Groove 8 
  9:30  University of North Florida featuring   
            Ed Calle 
  11pm  Late Night  Festival Jam Session at  
              Blowin' Smoke 
  
 Schedule continues on page  4 
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26th Festival Saturday  (Forsyth Park) 
  3:00  The Jazz Corner All-Stars  
  4:15  J.B. Scott's Swingin' All-stars 
  5:30  CJA Hall of Fame All-Stars 
  7:00  Grace Kelly  
  8:15  Ben Riley Trio- w/ Guitarist Jim Hall 
  9:30  Savannah Jazz Orchestra  w/ Oliver    
 Nelson Jr. Conducting & featuring Doug Carn 
  11pm  Late Night Festival Jam Session at  
              Blowin' Smoke 
 

27th Sunday  (Forsyth Park) 
  4:00  Savannah Youth Jazz Festival 
 

For more information call 912-675-5419 or go 
to www.savannahjazzfestival.org  
  
The Coastal Jazz Association thanks the City 
of Savannah  Department of Cultural 
Affairs   for providing Major funding for the 
Savannah Jazz Festival  
  

 
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You !!! 
 

We would like to thank all who have 

supported the Coastal Jazz Association Of 
Savannah these last few years.  You have 
enabled us to present the best that jazz has to 
offer.  CJA, Savannah’s Jazz Society, would 
like you to know that 2009 is a pivotal year for 
our organization.  
 

We humbly request your help. 
 

The number one thing you can do to assure 
our survival is to become a member and to 
attend CJA events.  But you can also be a jazz 
messenger and tell your friends about what we 
are doing: Turn them on to jazz!  If you 
have attended the Savannah Jazz Festival or 
the monthly concert series, you know that we 
strive to give you live jazz performances of the 
highest caliber. And the annual Savannah Jazz 
Festival is the biggest and best of the many 
FREE festivals Savannah has to offer.   
 

So, please consider making a donation that will 
help keep live jazz alive in Savannah.   
 

With your support, we’ll still be ‘ Jazzin’ it up 
in 2009! Donations can be sent to: Coastal Jazz 
Association / P.O. Box 60205 / Savannah, GA 31420 
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Mose Allison 
 

Mose Allison was born in the Mississippi Delta 
on his grandfather’s farm near the village of 
Tippo.  At five he discovered he could play the 
piano “by ear” and began “picking’ out” blues 
and boogie tunes he heard on the local 
jukebox. In high school he listened to the 
music of Louis Armstrong, Fats Waller, Duke 
Ellington, Louis Jordan, and his prime 
inspiration, Nat Cole.  He played trumpet in 
the marching and dance bands and started 
writing his own songs.  
 
After a year at the University of Mississippi, 
and a stint in the army 
(where he played in 
various bands), and 
graduating Louisiana 
State University in 1952 
with a BA in English 
and Philosophy, he 
worked in nightclubs 
throughout the 
Southeast and West, 
blending the raw blues 
of his childhood with modern pianistic 
influences of John Lewis, Thelonius Monk and 
Al Haig.   
 

His vocal style was influenced by blues singers 
Percy Mayfield and Charles Brown.   
 

Arriving in New York in 1956, Mose received 
encouragement, work and a record date from 
Al Cohn.  In 1957 he secured his own first 
recording contract with Prestige Records, 
recording Back Country Suite, a collection of 
pieces evoking the Mississippi Delta, released 
to unanimous critical acclaim.  Mose went on 
to play and record with jazz greats Stan Getz, 
Al Cohn, Zoot Sims and Gerry Mulligan as 
well as with his own Mose Allison Trio.  

Mose’s songs are a fusion of rustic blues and 
jazz,  embellished with profound and often 
humorous lyrics.  As a pianist, while admiring 
jazz masters Bud Powell and Lenny Tristano, 
he also learned from composers such as 
Bartok, Ives, Hindemith and Ruggles.  The 

fusing of these diverse elements into a cohesive 
performance continues today.   

A biography, One Man’s Blues: The Life and 
Music of Mose Allison, written by Patti Jones, 
was published in 1995 by Quartet Books Ltd. 
Of London.  

His songs have been covered by Van Morrison, 
John Mayall, The Who, The Clash, Eric 
Clapton, the Yardbirds, Elvis Costello and 
Bonnie Raitt to name a few.  Van Morrison 
recorded a tribute album, Tell Me Something, 
The Songs of Mose Allison, on Verve Records, 
and rockers like Pete Townshend, Bonnie 

Raitt, Ray Davies and Bill 
Wyman of the Rolling Stones 
have frequently cited Mose 
Allison as a major influence. 

His most recent Grammy 
nomination was for one of his 
two newest recordings,  Mose 
Chronicles, Live in London, 
Vol. I on BlueNote Records.  
Mose Chronicles , Vol II  was 

just released last year.  British born Director 
Paul Barnays has produced a one hour 
documentary on Mose entitled, Mose Allison; 
Ever Since I Stole the Blues. Among recent 
releases are a dozen reissues on CD including 
Allison Wonderland and a double CD 
retrospective on Rhino, and High Jinks, a 
three CD package on Legacy.  Blue Note has 
also re-released a collection of past recordings, 
Mose Allison, Jazz Profiles. His music has often 
been used in films. 
 

As one writer recently said:  “Mose is now at 
the peak of his performing career.  Although 
maybe this last statement is not quite true as 
he seems to continue to improve on 
perfection.”  
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"I don’t know any musicians who don’t love Mose 
Allison...  his appeal cuts across all musical 
boundaries. In the over twenty years I’ve been going 
to see him live, he’s blown me away every time."     
                                                              Bonnie Raitt 



On The Record . . .  
 

Grace Kelly  
Mood Changes 
�

When it comes to saxophonist/vocalist Grace 
Kelly, people seem to be divided into two 

groups: those who 
marvel at her 
proficiency, creativity 
and ever-accelerating 
growth, and those 
who have yet to 
encounter the 16-year-
old wunderkind. 
 
The ranks of the 
former category are 

growing by the day.  
 

Jazz at Lincoln Center Artistic Director 
Wynton Marsalis was so impressed with 
Kelly's three-night stand as guest of the Jazz at 
Lincoln Center Orchestra in November that he 
invited her to join the ensemble at the 
Kennedy Center's Eisenhower Theater in 
Washington, D.C. for an Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day/Inauguration Eve concert.  Harry 
Connick, Jr. heard Kelly in a master class on a 
December afternoon and brought her on stage 
to sit in with his band that night. This capped 
an already exceptional end of 2008 in which 
Kelly's appearance on NPR's Piano Jazz with 
Marian McPartland was syndicated nationally, 
The Boston Music Awards declared her the 
city's Outstanding Jazz Act, and local ABC 
affiliate WCVB-TV named her one of five 
Bostonians to Watch in 2009. 
 

To this astonishing list of kudos, Kelly now 
adds Mood Changes, her fifth release -
following her critically-acclaimed 2008 release, 
GRACEFULLEE. Mood Changes mixes six 
standards with four Kelly originals and 
features her working quintet (Jason Palmer, 
trumpet; Doug Johnson, piano; John 
Lockwood, basses; Jordan Perlson or Terri 
Lyne Carrington, drums), with guest 
appearances by guitarist Adam Rogers on two 
tracks and trombonist Hal Crook on one. 

 
The album is a showcase for Kelly's multi-
faceted talent. Alto saxophone, her primary 
instrument, is heard on seven of the tracks, but 
she also overdubs soprano sax behind her 
vocal on "Comes Love" and makes her debut 
on tenor on the original ballad "Tender 
Madness" and "It Might as Well Be Spring," 
where she also sings.  A third vocal track, "But 
Life Goes On," indicates Kelly's incredible 
maturity as both composer and lyricist.  An 
instrumental original, "101" has already 
received an ASCAP Foundation Young Jazz 
Composers Award (her second such citation) 
and a Down Beat Student Music Award for 
extended composition (one of four DB awards 
she garnered in 2008).  Kelly's arrangements 
of two pop hits, Bill Withers' "Aint No 
Sunshine" and the Beatles' "Here, There and 
Everywhere," incorporate the distinctive 
concept of guest guitarist Adam Rogers; and 
her unique scoring of "I Want to Be Happy."  
The disc is completed by a quintet jam on "I'll 
Remember April." 
 

Kelly is particularly excited about the strides 
that Mood Changes reveals in her bandleading 
skills. "There's nothing like playing my own 
music with my own band," she acknowledges. 
"Everyone is so comfortable, yet I feel as if I'm 
getting pushed in every performance. At the 
same time, I realize more of what I want over 
the years, and more direction goes into the 
music. Every time we play is a complete 
adventure." 
 

Without hesitation, Grace Kelly will tell you 
that her goal is "to stay in jazz but also do 
different things, bigger arrangements, like 
Stevie Wonder and George Benson." Her 
ambition has yet to outstrip her talent, and 
Mood Changes suggests that such a turn of 
events is unlikely in the foreseeable future. 

 

"Grace Kelly plays with intelligence, wit and 
feeling. She has a great amount of natural 
ability and the ability to adapt that is the 
hallmark of a first-class jazz musician." 
                                                -Wynton Marsalis 
 

S e e  G r a c e  K e l l y  a t  t h e  S a v a n n a h  J a z z  F e s t i v a l 
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The Word on Jazz . . . 
 

Ask Me Now 
Conversations on Jazz and Literature 
Edited by Sascha Feinstein   

 

Ask Me Now explores the 
relationship between the 
language of music and the 
music of language with 20 
conversations on jazz and 
literature. Writer, editor, 
and saxophonist Sascha 
Feinstein gathers a variety 
of artists, poets, musicians, 
fiction writers, essayists, 
playwrights, and record 
producers for discussions 
on the elusive but engaging 

relationships between jazz and literature. 
 

Featured artists include central figures of the 
Black Arts Movement such as Amiri Baraka, 
Jayne Cortez, Haki R. Madhubuti, and Sonia 
Sanchez as well as distinguished music critics 
Gary Giddins, Dan Morgenstern, and Eugene 
B. Redmond. Winners of the Pulitzer Prize for 
poetry Yusef Komunyakaa and Philip Levine, 
outstanding jazz musicians Bill Crow and Fred 
Hersch, and several writers who cross literary 
genres: Hayden Carruth, Cornelius Eady, 
David Jauss, William Matthews, Lee Meitzen 
Grue, John Sinclair, and Al Young all 
contribute their thoughts to the book. 
 
PAPERBACK  : Indiana University Press     $21.95 

 
Celluloid Improvisations . . . 
 

Miles Davis –  
That’s What Happened  
 

In 1987, Miles Davis and his trumpet took the 
stage in Munich, Germany. Fortunately for 
Davis fans, and jazz fans in general, the night 
was captured on video and Eagle Rock 
Entertainment has released it on DVD. 
 

Recorded not long after he won a Grammy for 
his 1986 Tutu record, Miles Davis and his 

ensemble deliver a solid hour and a half of 
jazz. Included here are extended 
interpretations of works from Tutu, as well as 
a couple of pop covers from 1985’s You’re 
Under Arrest, including Cyndi Lauper’s “Time 
After Time” and Michael Jackson’s “Human 
Nature.” The pop is undeniably tasty, but fans 
will probably prefer the far more 
improvisational You’re Under Arrest medley of 
“One Phone Call/Street Scenes/That’s What 
Happened,” where Miles gives his sidemen 
ample opportunity to express themselves. 
 

Contents 
 

Medley: One Phone Call/Street Scenes/That's 
What Happened 
New Blues 
Human Nature 
Tutu 
Time After Time 
Portia 
 
Musicians 
 
Miles Davis - Trumpet  
Kenny Garrett - Saxophone  
Joseph "Foley" McCreary - 
Guitar  
Adam Holzman - Keyboards  
Bobby Irving - Keyboards  
Darryl Jones - Bass  
Mino Cinelu - Percussion  
Ricky Wellman - Drums 
 

Color,  98 min.,  
Extras: interview 
First Run: DVD premiere; DVD $14.98 

����
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          Current Jazz Top Ten 
 

1. CHRISTIAN MCBRIDE & INSIDE STRAIGHT —  
     Kind Of Brown (Mack Avenue) 
2. KURT ELLING — Dedicated To You (Concord)  
3. DAVID 'FATHEAD' NEWMAN — The Blessing   
    (HighNote) 
4. JOE LOCKE & DAVID HAZELTINE — Mutual  
    Admiration Society 2 (Sharp Nine) 
5. BOBBY BROOM — Bobby Broom Plays For  
    Monk (Origin) 
6. GARY BURTON, PAT METHENY, STEVE  
    SWALLOW & ANTONIO SANCHEZ — Quartet  
    Live (Concord) 
7. ONE FOR ALL — Return Of The Lineup  
    (Sharp Nine) 
8. SCOTTY BARNHART — Say It Plain (Dig  
    Music) 
9. KYLE EASTWOOD — Metropolitain  
     (Rendezvous) 
10. ALLEN TOUSSAINT — The Bright  
     Mississippi (Nonesuch)  

 

Jazz For A Good Cause!  
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Hot Club of San Francisco 
Gypsy jazz with silent film... 
 

The Hot Club of San Francisco is an ensemble 
of accomplished and versatile musicians 
celebrating the music of Django Reinhardt and 
Stephane Grappelli's pioneering Hot Club de 
France. The ensemble borrows the all-string 
instrumentation of violin, bass and guitars 
from the original Hot Club, but breathes new 
life into the music with innovative 
arrangements of classic tunes and original 
compositions from the group's superb lead 
guitarist Paul Mehling.  
 
Hearing the ensemble live, or on any of their 
ten albums, carries the listener back to the 
1930's and to the small, smoky jazz clubs of 
Paris or the refined lounges of the famous 
Hotel Ritz. Often called gypsy jazz, the music 
of The Hot Club of San Francisco has 
entranced audiences around the globe for over 
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AN EVENING OF JAZZ ON THE RIVER  
For Adult Literacy 

Sunday, September 13th  
5:00-7:30pm at 

The Savannah Marriott Riverfront 
Entertainment by 

Ben Tucker and  Huxsie Scott 
Admission:    $35 per person 

Heavy Hors d’oeuvres and Cash Bar 
Proceeds to benefit: 

Royce Learning Center 
 

For reservations, please visit our website @ 
www.roycelearningcenter.com  OR call 354-4047. 

 

The 4th Annual Celebration of Hope 
Silent /Live Auction, Wine & Beer Tasting 

Jazz Music by Savannah Avenue 
Friday, October 23, 2009 @ First City Club 

7:00 pm – 10:00 pm 
 

Benefiting children with cancer, bleeding 
disorders, and sickle cell disease.  The event 

consists of a Silent and Live Auction, Wine Tasting 
with 75 specialty wines, and specialty beers.   

Proceeds are used to provide support services to 
local families with children treated at  

The George & Marie Backus Children’s Hospital.   
 

Website:  www.kidshope.memorialhealth.com . 
Call 350-8194 for more information. 
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Jazz Vespers 
August 9 th at 6:00 pm 

Lutheran Church of the Ascension  
Wright Square 

 
Bassist,  Ben Tucker and Guitarist,  

Howard Paul  demonstrate just 
what the jazz guitar is all about. 

 
Free-Will offering goes to Second 

Harvest Food Bank.  
 



Be Part Of The 
 

Savannah Jazz Festival 
September 20th Thru 27th  

 

Sponsor A Group – A Night – Or 
the Entire Festival 

 

The Choice Is Yours! 
 

Call 912.675.5419 
TODAY!!  

15 years. Critics have hailed the group's 
playing as "intricate, scorching and often 
brilliant… " Acoustic Guitar. From American 
festivals such as Monterey and Chautauqua to 
festivals in Mexico and France and concert 
halls across North America, The Hot Club of 
San Francisco keeps this historic music fresh 
and alive.  Presented by the Lucas Theatre and 
Memorial Health.  
 
Tickets are $24, available by calling 912-525-
5050 / reserved seating.  

 
 
 

 
JazzTimes Rises From the Ashes 

����

JazzTimes, one of the country’s most 
prominent jazz magazines with a circulation of 
more than 100,000, announced last month on 
its Web site, jazztimes.com, that it was ceasing 
publication because of financial trouble. Much 
of the magazine’s audience — as well as 
contributors who hadn’t been paid for their 
recent work — assumed that this was the end 
of a long-running institution: one that started 
as the newsletter Radio Free Jazz in 1970 and 
developed into a glossy magazine in 1990.  

 
But the magazine, above, will return, its editor 
in chief, Lee Mergner, said in an interview on 
Sunday. Its former publisher, Glenn Sabin, 
has sold the magazine’s brand and assets to 
Madavor Media, a Boston-based company that 
publishes specialized magazines on collectibles 
and sports.  
 
An August issue will be published, and 
arrangements are being made to pay 
contributors what they are owed, Mr. Mergner 
said. The magazine will retain its managing 
editor, Evan Haga, and intends to use the same 
contributors.  
 
“Our only plans are to figure out how to do 
things better,” Mr. Mergner added. “This isn’t 
an opportunity for us to clean house.”����
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Alfred & Velore Brown 
Jack & Ximena Butler 

Jody Jazz Inc. 
Juanita Longmire 

Kevin & Susan Kinsella 
Matthew & Patrick Kinsella 

Nathaniel Johnson 
Posy Miller 

Robert & Linda Wilson 
Robert & Rhonda Reynolds 
William &  Beverly  Oliver 

 

Let us know if you joined but your name is missing 
by calling  912.920.1317 
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Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah Presents 
Jody Espina and Friends 

August 23rd  at 5 p.m. 

 
 

The Coastal Jazz Association Presents 

The Savannah Jazz Festival 
September 20th through 27th  

 
 

 

Ben Tucker & Bob Alberti Play Jazz 
Westin Aqua Star Room  Hutchinson Island 

Sunday Brunch /11 am   - (912.201.2000) 

 
 

The Jazz Corner  
Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620) 

www.thejazzcorner.com 
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The Final Coda 
 

Earma Thompson, Blues piano, 86 
Len Dobbin, jazz broadcaster, 74 

Bobby Pring, trombone 
Teddy Washington, trumpet, 78 

 

Music Knows No Boundries: Music is a Gift of 
God. It is not bound by language, country, 

religion . . . or even instruments 
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Jazz is exported to the world from 
America... It has strengthened us with its 
sweet rhythms... It has calmed us with its 
rich harmonies.  The musician returns to 
the roots to affirm that which is stirring 
within the soul...and creates an order and 
meaning from the sounds of the earth 
which flow through his instrument."  
 
              -Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 


