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Leah María Suárez 
Sunday, January 17th 2010 

W e s t i n  H a r b o u r  R e s o r t  
 

ocalist Leah Suaréz is emerging as 
one of the Southeast’s most authentic 

talents.  A 
confident 

artist, with a 
luminous voice 
and an 
alluring stage 
presence, she 
has cultivated 
strong roots in 
jazz and Latin 
music into a 

deliberate, 
emotionally 

mature sound, 
combining the best of both traditions with 
glorious results.  Growing up on Sullivan’s 
Island, Ms. Suárez’s artistic perspective 
owes much to the creativity and 
inventiveness that comes from the mixing 
of cultures.   
 

In the May 2007 edition of Charleston 
Magazine Ms. Suárez was chosen as one of 
Charleston’s “Women Who Rock.”  The 
article praised her “fresh and nuanced 
vocal style” and “considerable 
improvisational liberties” that are a 
hallmark of her performances, making 
even the most familiar standard unique 
and refreshing.   
 

While she performs a range of music that 
includes American jazz standards, 

Brazilian Samba and Bossa Nova, and folk music 
from all over the world, she finds equal passion 
in creating original music. With a strong focus 
on her art and a renewed sense of balance, Leah 
María Suárez is confidently showing the musical 
community who she is: a singer, writer, risk-
taker, and above all someone who believes, 
without question, in the power of music.   
 

Jazz -Just Across the River - Leah María 
Suárez  
Sunday, January 17th  at 5 p.m.  
Westin – on Hutchinson Island  
 
The event is free for CJA members and $10 for 
non-members. Join and admission is FREE  
For more info call: 912.920.1317 

 
 

12th Annual Musical Salute To MLK  
Featuring 

The Savannah Jazz Orchestra &  
Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite Band 

Tuesday, January 12th  @ the Jewish 
Educational Alliance  (Free) 

 

The Jewish Educational Alliance will be host 
to the Twelfth 
Annual, “A 
Musical 
Salute to Dr. 
Martin 
Luther King, 
Jr.” on 
Tuesday, 
January 12th 
at 7:00 P.M. 
at the Jewish 
Educational Alliance (5111 Abercorn St).   
                     Continued on page 2          
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Savannah Stompers 

This year’s event is being co-presented by the 
Jewish Educational Alliance, the Savannah 
Jewish Federation Community Relations 
Council, the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Observance Day Association, the Coastal Jazz 
Association, through a grant from the City of 
Savannah’s Department of Cultural Affairs.   
Portman’s Music Superstore, Hands On 
Savannah and MorningStar Cultural Arts are 
the event’s sponsors.    
  

There will be a dessert reception at 
intermission. 
 

This very powerful event, which will feature 
the Savannah Jazz Orchestra, co-led by Teddy 
Adams and Randall Reese, & The Savannah 
Arts Academy Skyelite Jazz Band, under the 
baton of Michael Hutchinson, is part of the 
official Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance 
Celebration which pays 
tribute to the birth and 
life of one of America’s 
great men of freedom, 
justice and equality.  
The Savannah Jazz 
Orchestra is comprised 
of the areas best 
musicians and has 
backed some of the 
biggest names in jazz, 
including:  Benny 
Golson, Jimmy Heath, 
Diane Schuur, Clark 
Terry and Bobby Watson.  They have 
performed at most of the Savannah Jazz 
Festivals and their annual Tribute to the Duke 
Ellington Concert is a favorite among local 
jazz fans.  The Skyelite Jazz Band has traveled 
the globe representing Savannah and has won 
many awards and accolades.  
  
The concert is free and open to the community 
thanks to a generous grant from the  
 
 

So come hear some wonderful music as the 
JEA plays host to a concert honoring one of 
the great men of the twentieth century.  
 
This will be an event for the whole community 
to share.  More info at 912.355.8111. 

 
 

Coastal Jazz Association’s 1st Annual 
Valentine’s Day Concert 

 Grab Your Honey-Pie and Listen to Some Sweet 
Jazz with the  

  

S a v a n n a h  S t o m p e r s  
  

Sunday, February 14th  @ 5 pm 
Westin Harbor Resort 

 

Kiss!  Kiss!  Kiss!   It’s time again for saying 
those three little words... "I love you!"  But 

now, say it with food, wine 
and JAZZ.  And even 
better yet, with the 
Savannah Stompers: 
Savannah’s premier good 
time band.  
 

The SSJB was formed in 
1995.  Their traditional 
jazz sound ranges from 
New Orleans, Chicago and 

Memphis to the West 
Coast Revival movement 
of the late ‘30’s and early 

‘40’s. The members are from varied walks of 
life, including a practicing architect, a 
pharmaceutical sales rep, and a Savannah 
School District band director.  
 
Recently Disney 
Studios contacted the 
SSJB and ask them to 
perform some tunes 
and be filmed for the 
new Miley Cyrus 
movie, The Last 
Song”.   Subsequently, 
SSJB recorded 7 tunes 
to be considered for the film. 
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Come Celebrate Valentine’s Day with the 
Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah 
Sunday, February 14th at 5:00  p.m.   

Westin  Savannah Harbour on Hutchinson 
 

The event is free for CJA members and $10 for 
non-members. Join and admission is FREE 

For more info call: 912.920.1317 

 
(Savannah Stompers continued) So, if you decide to 
catch the Cyrus film, look hard at the wedding 
reception scene. You might catch a glimpse of 
7 happy go lucky jazz players (unless they 
wind up “on the cutting room floor).   
 

 

In the meantime, come enjoyed Valentine's 
Evening with some great traditional jazz with 

the Savannah Stompers Jazz Band.   

 
The Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah 

Presents 
Jazz - Just Across the River 

One Sound.          
             Many Thrills ! 

Sunday, March 14th 5 p.m. 
Westin Resort on Hutchinson Island 

 

One Sound was formed in 2008 by musicians 
and long time friends Thomas Stokes III 
(bass), RaSheed Akbar (Saxophone), Jermaine 
Baker (drums), Anthony Jones  (keys), and 
James Smith (lead guitar). One Sound is a 
blend of diverse musical genres that includes 
contemporary jazz, classic R&B,  funk, gospel, 
and  progressive “sweet” soul music.  
Together, all of these influences create a 
contemporary take on original tunes and 
allows them to expand their versatility for a 
fresh, new look at old jazz standards. Listening 
to One Sound you can hear the influence of 
such great artists as: Wayman Tisdale, Grover 
Washington Jr., Fourplay, Herbie Hancock, 
Earl Klugh, Fred Hammond, and Marcus 
Miller. 

 
Individually, the members of One Sound have 
performed for several years with many diverse 
artists, including:  local trombone legend 
Teddy Adams, Mary Davis, Timothy Wright 
and Gerald Thompson  -performances in such 
places as Georgia, New Orleans, West Africa 
and even Egypt. 

Talented, soulful, and fun are just a few words 
used to describe this musical group. So, 
indulge yourself with the One Sound jazz 
band. 

JAZZ --JUST 
ACROSS THE 
RIVER:  Sunday, 
March 14 at 5 pm  
at The Westin -
Savannah Harbor 
on Hutchinson 
Island.  The event 
is free for Coastal 
Jazz Association 
members and $10 
for non-
members.    Join and admission is FREE.   
Parking and River transport  is free. 
 
For more info  call:  912.920.1317� ��� ��� ���
������	
�	��
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The Word On Jazz . . . 
 

 

"I want the emotion to come out rather than 
try to make everything perfect. You can’t 
express your emotions that way." 

Art Pepper 
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The Word on Jazz . . .  
 

Straight Life: The Story of Art Pepper  
 

By Art and Laurie Pepper  
 

There has been -of late- a jazz revival of all 
things Art Pepper (Arthur Edward Pepper, Jr. 

1925–1982). This 
resurgence includes 
film, music and 
literature.  That 
makes it more than a 
good time to take a 
look at a book that 
was originally 
published in 1979 in 
hardback and revised 
in 1994 in paperback.   
 

The most recent 
edition is updated 
with an extensive 
afterword by Laurie 

Pepper covering Pepper’s last years, and a 
complete and up-to-date discography by Todd 
Selbert. 
  

One of the few West Coast musicians actually 
born in California, Art Pepper was brash, 
cruel, undisciplined – and played with intense 
beauty. Always a bopper at heart, Pepper 
never truly fit the "West Coast" label, but 
worked well among those who did, such as 
Chet Baker.  
 

At the time of his passing in 1982, Mr. Pepper 
had often been referred to by jazzbos as the 
greatest alto saxophonist of the post-Charlie 
Parker generation. He began his career in the 
1940s, playing with Benny Carter and Stan 
Kenton (1946-52).  By the 1950s Pepper was 
recognized as one of the leading alto 
saxophonists in jazz, epitomized by his 
finishing second only to Charlie Parker as Best 
Alto Saxophonist in the Down Beat magazine 
Readers Poll of 1952.  
 

Along with Chet Baker, Gerry Mulligan and 
Shelly Manne, -and perhaps due more to 
geography than playing style- Pepper is often 
associated with the musical movement known 
as West Coast Jazz, as contrasted with the 
East Coast (or "hot") jazz associated with 
Parker and Dizzy Gillespie.  
He was a member of Buddy Rich's Big Band 
from 1968 to 1969, and in 1977 and 1978 made 
two well received tours of Japan.   
 

It might be  jingoistically important to note 
that during many of Pepper’s most productive 
years, he was very adeptly supported musically 
by Savannah’s Ben Tucker on bass.  
 

But alas, Pepper is perhaps most famous for 
his recurring legal transgressions, stemming 
from his addiction to heroin. Surprizingly, his 
substance abuse and legal travails did not 
notibly affect the quality of his recordings, 
which maintained a consistent high level of 
musicianship throughout his career until his 
death in 1982 from a brain hemorrhage.   
 

In telling his own story, Pepper refuses to 
tiptoe round many of the unpalatable episodes 
of a life that involved alcoholism, heroin 
addiction, armed robberies and five of what 
should have been his most productive years 
imprisoned in San Quentin (1954–56, 1960-61, 
1961-64 and 1964-65). Despite these woes, 
Pepper had several memorable and productive 
"comebacks" throughout his career. 
 

The result of Pepper’s literary honestly, this is 
an autobiography like no other, a masterpiece 
of the spoken word, shaped into a genuine 
work of literature. 
 

Paperback, Revised edition: 558 pages; Da Capo Press 
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The Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah 
Presents 

12th Annual Musical Salute To MLK   
��������	��������	��������	��������	
 




The Savannah Jazz Orchestra &  
Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite Band 

Tuesday, January 12th   
Jewish Educational Alliance  (Free) 

 
 

The Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah 
Presents 

Jazz-Just Across the River-     
Leah María Suárez  

Sunday, January 17th  at 5 p.m.  
Westin – on Hutchinson Island 

 
 

Coastal Jazz Association’s 1st Annual 

Valentine’s Day Concert 
Savannah Stompers   

Sunday, February 14th  5 pm 
Westin Harbor Resort 

 
 

 

Ben Tucker & Bob Alberti Play Jazz 
Westin Aqua Star Room  Hutchinson Island 

Sunday Brunch /11 am   - (912.201.2000) 

 
 

T h e  J o y f u l  N o i s e  C a f e  
New Covenant Church -2201 Bull Street --   

Jazz with the city's Best Musicians Every Friday Night 7pm 

 
 

The Jazz Corner  
Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620) 

www.thejazzcorner.com 

 
 

Claire Frazier And Frank Bright 
'Vic's On The River' Restaurant 

Every Other Thursday/Friday/Saturday 7-11 pm  

 
 

Friday Night is Jazz Night  @ Blowin’ Smoke 
Features local or regional musicians every 

Friday night     6:30 pm 
 

On The Record . . .  
 

Art Pepper:  The Art History Project  
 

Laurie Pepper writes in the liner notes to this 
album, that this 3-CD offering could serve as 
an audio companion to Pepper’s fascinating 
autobiography, “Straight Life: The Story of 
Art Pepper.” This three-disc compilation is the 
fourth in a series of releases curated by Ms. 
Pepper.  She has established the CD-reissue 
project, “The Art History Project” (Widow’s 
Taste), to musically fill in the blanks of 
Pepper’s career with live, previously 
unreleased recordings.  
 

The set dedicates one CD to 
Pepper’s work from the 
1950s, one to the ’60s and 
one to the ’70s. The early 
tracks float by on his 
urgent, vulnerable and 
melodic alto saxophone 
improvising. It’s some of 
the best West Coast jazz of 
that time, luscious pop art 

with a fighting spirit, from records like 
“Modern Art,” “The Way It Was” and “The 
Discovery Sessions.”  
 

The set becomes exceptionally interesting in 
the 1960s, after Pepper’s six on-and-off years 
in jail, and shows his increasing respect for 
John Coltrane. There’s still some California 
buoyancy in previously unknown tracks like 
“Track 2,” but you hear it giving way, as if a 
switch were flipped, to long, scrabbling, 
honking phrases.  
 

Ms. Pepper lobbies hard for the ’70s as his 
prime period, when he had finally made it 
through jail, drugs and rehab, and found a 
merger of his past styles. One thing is certain 
however, when listening to this retrospective in 
the musical life of a great jazz player, the 
intensity and experience they transmit is 
unmistakable.  
 
Unreleased Art, Vol. IV - Widow’s Taste APM 09001 - 3 
CDs: Disc 1: 68:53, Disc 2: 42:35, Disc 3: 69:15 

 



T H E  C O A S T A L  J A Z Z  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  S A V A N N A H  

 
January  2010 • Coastal Jazz Association Noteworthy  • www.coastal-jazz.org    •    To Advertise CALL:   912.920.1317 

 

6 

The Final Coda 
 

John Storm Roberts, music scholar, 73 
Charlie Banacos, composer, piano, 63 

Bob Keane, Del-Fi Records founder, 87 
 

Music Knows No Boundries: Music is a Gift of 
God. It is not bound by language, country, 

religion . . . or even instruments 
 

          Larry’s Jazz Top Ten 
 

1. MIGUEL ZENON — Esta Plena (Marsalis Music) 
2. OLIVER JONES & HANK JONES — Pleased To 

Meet You (Justin Time) 
3. TERELL STAFFORD, DICK OATTS QUINTET 

— Bridging The Gap (Planet Arts) 
4. WAYNE ESCOFFERY — Uptown (Posi-Tone) 
5. PONCHO SANCHEZ — Psychedelic Blues 

(Concord) 
6. JEFF HAMILTON TRIO — Symbiosis (Capri) 
7. GERALD WILSON ORCHESTRA — Detroit  

(Mack Avenue) 
8. DANA HALL — Into The Light (Origin) 
9. ROY HARGROVE BIG BAND 

Emergence (Emarcy) 
10. STEVE DAVIS — Eloquence  (Jazz Legacy) 
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New Members 
 

Barbara Bullock 
James &  Selma McKellar 

Jay & Brenda Spencer 
Jim Barnds & Gay Balestrie 

Pettigren Family 
Tom & Jan Schendorf 

Tom Hodges & Bette Heins 
William & Susan Baukhages 

 

Renewals 
 

Bob & Fran Williams 
Charles & Emily Pidgeon 

Dr. Carlton E. & T. LaVerne Ricks-Brown 
Evelyn Beaver 

Faustina L. Smith 
Jeff & Patricia Zureick 

Melissa Harvey 
Robert Slocum & Marybeth Russell 

 

Let us know if you joined but your name is missing 
by calling  912.920.1317 

 

 
 

SAVE MONEY & SUPPORT 
THE COASTAL JAZZ 

ASSOCIATION !!! 
 

Thank you for your support of the Coastal 
Jazz Association of Savannah. Now you can 
support CJA and earn valuable discounts at a 
variety of businesses.  CJA is very pleased to 
introduce you to our new fundraising partner, 
the Traffic Invasion Community Loyalty 
Program. It is a very unique way for jazz 
supporters to continue to support the Coastal 
Jazz Association of Savannah without having 
to do anything different, or spend money on 
things they don’t want or need.  
 

Please visit our special web link at 
www.traffic-invasion.com/coastaljazz to 
purchase a $20 loyalty card. Half of the initial 

purchase ($10 dollars) will come to CJA in the 
form of a direct donation.  
 

Additionally,  every time you use your 
discount card to make purchases of any kind 
from any of the over 50 (and growing) 
participating Savannah area business 
partners, you receive a discount or premium 
offer and, a percentage from each purchase 
will be given back to the Coastal Jazz 
Association.  
 

As we approach the holidays, we see this card 
as a major benefit. Not only will these cards 
make great stocking stuffers and gifts, but it 
will allow all of us to shop, save, and give.  
 

What a great way to get into the spirit of the 
holidays! 
 

For Participating businesses, please go to:  
 

www.traffic-invasion.com/Retailers.aspx  
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Let Jazz “Un-Tax” You! 
 

e hope you will consider the Coastal 
Jazz Association when you are 
planning your charitable 

contributions in the coming months. Joining or 
donating to CJA helps jazz maintain a high 
profile in Savannah and has the secondary 
benefit of being TAX DEDUCTIBLE.    
 

Your membership and contributions get you 
into our monthly concert series for FREE 
(among other great things).   
 

You can also be assured that your membership 
contribution goes directly to helping us present 
great artists and helps to support CJA 
education initiatives (which by the way – 
include  not one, but two scholarships to 
promising jazz students). 
 

Your support keeps great jazz alive in our 
community! And even if you do not join The 
Coastal Jazz Association, PLEASE SUPPORT 
THE ARTS IN SAVANNAH !! 
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 Sponsor a CJA Monthly Concert! 
ou can help make live jazz happen in 
Savannah by being an individual or 
corporate sponsor for a concert in 
The Coastal Jazz Association’s 

monthly concert series.  
 
It might just surprise you how inexpensive and 
rewarding it can be.  A basic CJA monthly 
concert sponsorship is $500. 
 
Sponsorships are tax deductible (CJA is a 
501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization) 
 
Sponsorship includes acknowledgement in the 
CJA newsletter   NNootteewwoorrtthhyy  and on the 
website. Your commitment to live jazz in 
Savannah will also be announced at the 
concert event. For More Information go to: 
 
 
   

W Y  

www.coastal-jazz.org  

J o i n  T h e  C o a s t a l  J a z z  A s s o c i a t i o n  T o d a y  
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Jazz Person of 2009: Ligel Lambert 
 
Savannah Jazz Festival artist Ligel Lambert, is 
a visual artist and graphic designer who 
resides in Savannah.  Ligel is an artist in every 
sense of the word. His work captures the 
energy, and personality of his subject matter. 
His art is filled with a passion, expression and 
movement   
 
Mr. Lambert attended Savannah Arts 
Academy, Music and the Performing Arts 
High School and he also attended the 
Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD) 
briefly before joining the United State Marine 
Corps. After discharge, Ligel attended 
Armstrong Atlantic State University and The 
International Academy of Design and 
Technology for Graphic Design. 
 
Mr. Lambert has been a professional working 
visual artist and graphic designer for many 
years.  

 
Today his art continues to inspire people of all 
ages. His energetic 
fan base has 
afforded him the 
opportunity to be 
the featured artist 
of the Jacksonville 
Jazz Festival, 
Capital Jazz 
Festival, and of 
course, the 
Savannah Jazz 
Festival. Mr. 
Lambert is a 
member of the 
CJA Board of 
Directors.  
 
 
 
To see a cross-section of Mr. Lambert’s art, 
please visit  www.ligel.com 
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