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Elise Testone Helps CJA Celebrate New Home For Monthly Concerts

Elise Sings Out 
Big Soul from a Young Voice 

Sunday, November 22nd @ 5 pm 

Westin Savannah Harbor 

 
 

harleston-based performer Elise 
Testone will hold sway as the 
Coastal Jazz Association of 

Savannah kicks off its new monthly 
concert series –JUST 
ACROSS THE RIVER- in 
November.  According to 
Larry Dane-Kellogg, who 
organizes the monthly 
events, “It’s really quite 
simple.  We just outgrew 
the current location” (The 
Historic District Sheraton 
Four Points).  We had a 

good run there and they were 
very accomodating, but every 
month we were growing by leaps and 
bounds. Eventually we got to the point 
were we were sending people home that 
couldn’t be seated. The Westin offers us 
a much bigger venue.”  Mr. Dane-
Kellogg added: “This is a move that is 
good for CJA’s membership, and also is 
good for the Westin.”  
 

The Westin has had a “jazz history” for many 
years.  Bassist, Ben Tucker has been doing the 
Sunday morning brunch for a long time,” said 
Mr. Dane-Kellogg.  “One Sunday a month 
CJA will be carrying that jazz tradition into 
the afternoon and evening hours.” 
 

The move will mean an extra five minute drive 
for many in Savannah, but the scheduled 
monthly events should be well-worth the 

additional few 
minutes. “We will be 
overlooking the 
Savannah River and 
the beautiful 
Savannah Skyline.”  
And we are very 
happy that we are 
kicking off our new 
location with singer, 

Elise Testone.  
 
  

s.  Testone, 26, was born to sing. 
  
  

 

When she was in first grade, her classmates 
pressured her into taking a solo in their farm 
song class performance. "I'd waddle up to the 
mic and sing this bluesy 'cock-a-doodle-do-do-
do,'" she says. "I've still got the video."  
 

In high school in her hometown of Kinnelon, 
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Singer, Elise Testone: 
Sunday, November 22nd   at 5 

p.m.  Westin – Savannah Harbor on 
Hutchinson Island –Just Across the 
River-    The event is free for Coastal 
Jazz Association members and $10 for 
non-members. Join and admission is 

FREE  
For more info call: 912.675-5419 

T h e  J o y f u l  N o i s e  C a f e  
(Basement of the New Covenant Church)  

2201 Bull Street -Corner of Desoto Ave & 38th             
  

Spoken Word   Every Thursday Night 
7-10 p.m.  

Jazz with the city's Best Musicians Every Friday Night 
7-10 p.m. 

 
Admission $5 

 

New Jersey, Testone escaped to the 
acoustically perfect stairwells of her school, 
where the janitor often caught her singing to 
herself. He finally asked her to perform with 
him at the school talent show, where they 
floored the crowd with a version of Elvis' 
"Make the World Go Away."  
 

At Coastal Carolina University, Testone 
majored in music with a focus in vocal 
performance. The multifaceted concerts she 
arranged utilizing backup singers, dancers, 
and an orchestra attracted hundreds of people 
and are still talked about in the school's music 
department. She collaborated with hip-hop 
artist Justin Smith, performing at events like 
Columbia's St. Patrick's Day celebration in 
Five Points before relocating to Charleston last 
fall. Since her arrival in the Lowcountry, 
Testone has attracted a talented group of 
musicians.  
 

Testone has performed in the company of such 
musicians as Steve Bailey, Sam Broussard and 
Steve Riley, and has opened for Nappy Roots, 
Snoop Dogg, and Kevin Costner. 

Although Testone sings a few originals here 
and there, most of her numbers are jazz 
standards or modern pieces by acts like 
Erykah Badu and Soulive. The heartfelt 
emphasis she puts into every note, jumping 
effortlessly between octaves, truly makes every 
word her own.  
 

Testone can be found Thursdays at Fish 
restaurant on King Street in Charleston, South 
Carolina.  She also plays regularly with 

Emotive and The Freeloaders, and in Columbia 
with Justin Smith and the Folk Hop-Band; each 
producing original music.   “I cannot put 
limitations on my form of expression, so there 
will always be hints of other genres heard 
through my singing and I strongly affected by 
them all.”   
 

Testone's influences have left a positive mark 
on her style. Who would she choose if she 
could sing a song with any one performer, 
living or dead? "B.B. King. He's the only one 
who can sing one word and make me cry."  

 

Hot Club of San Francisco 
Gypsy jazz with silent film... 

Thursday, Nov 19 
Lucas Theatre 8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Hot Club of San Francisco is an ensemble 
of accomplished and versatile musicians 
celebrating 
the music of 
Django 
Reinhardt 
and Stephane 
Grappelli's 
pioneering 
Hot Club de France. The ensemble borrows 
the all-string instrumentation of violin, bass 
and guitars from the original Hot Club, but 
breathes new life into the music with 
innovative arrangements of classic tunes and 
original compositions. Tickets are $24, 
available by calling 912-525-5050 / reserved 
seating. 
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What: The 34th  Annual CJA Holiday Concert 
and Jam Session 
When: Friday, December 25, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. 
Where:  Westin -Savannah Harbor Resort on 
Hutchinson Island –Just Across The River- 
 

Cost: $15 in advance.  $20 at the door. 
 

For tickets,  call: 912.675-5419 
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The 34th  Annual Holiday 

Concert Happens on 
Christmas Night 

 
Jazz-up the spirit of this 
holiday season in Savannah 
by attending The 34th Annual 

CJA Holiday Concert and Jam Session.   Mark 
your calendar for Friday, December 25 at 5:00 
p.m. and head down to  Westin – Savannah 
Harbor Resort on Hutchinson Istand –Just 
Across the River- for some great jazz.   
 

Trombonist, Teddy Adams will host a who’s 
who of regional jazz All-Stars. “Yule” hear 
some of the best musicians in the Coastal 
Empire.  This is the annual CJA fundraiser 
and will benefit the student scholarship 
education fund.  Cost $15 in advance and $20 
at the door.    
 

Because of the intimate setting only a limited 
number of tickets will be sold -so buy now!!!  
Further information at www.coastal-jazz.org 
or to reserve your tickets by calling 912.675-
5419   
 

Also, purchase tickets at Portman’s Music 
Superstore, Rody’s Music, the Westin 
Savannah Resort or any CJA Board Member.   
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Allan & Arlene Ratner 
Ben Sparacino & Patty Denoe 

Bob & Claudette Engvall 
Bob & Jeanine (Nina) Thomas 

Bud Hunt 
Cathy & Harvey Lynn 
Dick & Maureen Miller 

Donna Varner & Jean-Marie Cote 
Eric Jones 

Ernestine Murray 
Gerri Jenkins 

James & Patricia Ramage 
James A Brown Jr. 
Joe & Jackie Spivak 

Joe N. & Gladys T. Bryant 
John & Mary Huber 

Joseph & Valeria Huszty 
Joseph H. Foley Jr. 

Julius & Iris Hornstein 
Karen & Joe Gold 
Lee G. Alexander 

Leon & Kay Atkinson 
M&M Ralph Mitchell 

M. Virginia Spitz 
Marty A & Ujjvala A Rahn 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Paddison 

Mrs. Tom Caswell 
Neil J. McDavid 

Pete & Vickie Washington 
R. D. Sachdev 

Robert & Suzanne Hokanson 
Russell Dean Chambers 

Steve Boney 
Sue Youngblood & Jim Robinson 

Wesley & Gayle Greenwood 
 

Let us know if you joined but your name is missing 
by calling  912.920.1317 
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The Final Coda 
 

Abu Talib (Freddy Robinson), guitar, 70 

Don Drummond, trumpet, 66 
Winston Mankunku Ngozi, saxophone, 66 

Sonny Bradshaw, trumpet, 83 
 

Music Knows No Boundries: Music is a Gift of 
God. It is not bound by language, country, 

religion . . . or even instruments 
 

The Word On Jazz . . . 
 

Thelonious Monk: The Life and 
Times of an American Original  

�

by Robin Kelley  
 

"The piano ain't got no wrong notes!" So 
ranted Thelonious Sphere Monk, 
who proved his point every time 
he sat down at the keyboard. His 
angular melodies and dissonant 
harmonies shook the jazz world 
to its foundations, ushering in 
the birth of "bebop" and 
establishing Monk as one of 
America's greatest composers. 
Yet throughout much of his life, 
his musical contribution took a 
backseat to tales of his reputed 
behavior. Writers tended to 
obsess over Monk's hats or his 
proclivity to dance on stage. To his fans, he 
was the ultimate hipster; to his detractors, he 
was temperamental, eccentric, taciturn, or 
childlike. But these labels tell us little about the 
man or his music.  
 
In the first book on Thelonious Monk based on 
exclusive access to the Monk family papers 
and private recordings, as well as on a decade 
of prodigious research, prize-winning historian 
Robin D. G. Kelley brings to light a startlingly 
different Thelonious Monk -- witty, intelligent, 
generous, politically engaged, brutally honest, 
and a devoted father and husband. Indeed, 
Thelonious Monk is essentially a love story. It 
is a story of familial love, beginning with 
Monk's enslaved ancestors from whom 
Thelonious inherited an appreciation for 
community, freedom, and black traditions of 
sacred and secular song. It is about a doting 
mother who scrubbed floors to pay for piano 
lessons and encouraged her son to follow his 
dream. It is the story of romance, from Monk's 
initial heartbreaks to his lifelong commitment 
to his muse, the extraordinary Nellie Monk.  
 

And it is about his unique friendship with the 
Baroness Nica de Koenigswarter, a scion of the 
famous Rothschild family whose relationship 
with Monk and other jazz musicians has long 
been the subject of speculation and rumor. 
Nellie, Nica, and various friends and family 
sustained Monk during the long periods of 
joblessness, bipolar episodes, incarceration, 
health crises, and other tragic and difficult 

moments.  
 
Above all, Thelonious Monk is 
the gripping saga of an artist's 
struggle to "make it" without 
compromising his musical 
vision. It is a story that, like its 
subject, reflects the tidal ebbs 
and flows of American history 
in the twentieth century. 
Elegantly written and rich with 
humor and pathos, Thelonious 
Monk is the definitive work on 
modern jazz's most original 

composer.  
 

Free Press / 608 pages  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE JAZZ CORNER PRESENTS   
 5th Annual Charity Golf Tournament 

Palmetto Hall Plantation, Robert Cupp Course 
Saturday, November 21  10:00 AM -Shotgun! 

A Benefit For The Junior Jazz Foundation 
"Striving to Keep Music Alive in Our Schools" 

More Info @ 

Kelli@thejazzcorner.com 
843.842.8620 or 843.290.0219 
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          Larry’s Jazz Top Ten 
 
Cory Weeds - Everything's Coming Up Weeds (Cellar 
Live) 
Gerald Wilson Orchestra - Detroit (Mack Avenue) 
Heath Brothers -Endurance (Jazz Legacy) 
James Moody - 4a (Ipo) 
Jeff Hamilton Trio - Symbiosis (Capri) 
Poncho Sanchez - Psychedelic Blues (Concord) 
Roberta Gambarini - So In Love (Emarcy) 
Terence Blanchard Group - Choices (Concord)  
The Bob Florence Limited Edition - Legendary (Mama)  
Waitiki 7 - Adventures In Paradise (Pass Out)  
 

On The Record . . .  
 

Barbra Streisand 
 

Love is the Answer (Deluxe Edition) 
 

Vocal Jazz Album of the Year? 
�

aken as a whole, this album is stunning. 
No 
question, 

this is 
unequivocally, 
one of 
Streisand's best 
albums in years! 
But the 
revelation is 
DISC 2! This 
disc allows that 
pure lushness in 
her tone to shine.  
At 67, Streisand's voice is at once both mature 
and still stunningly beautiful. 
 

The sets second disc (quartet versions) doesn't 
have the swell of the orchestra, it is more 
paired down and her voice as we all know has 
aged marvelously. As she has aged, and we 
have as well, you're not only startled by its 
clarity but also by its richness of tone. When 
she sings the opening lines of "Here's to Life: 
No complaints and no regrets/I Still Believe in 
Chasing dreams and placing bets," you just 
know its experience she's drawing from. 
 

She will always be one of the most superlative 
stylists when it comes to lyrical interpretation. 
She is just so marvelous at it that you just 
forget about how gifted she is with phrasing 
and just fall and wrap yourself in the lushness 
of her voice. The album is a perfect 
collaboration between Diana Krall, Tony 
LiPuma, Ms. Streisand and Johnny Mandel.  
 

Light some candles, put a few logs on the fire 
for that nippy evening. "Love is the Answer" 
is an album tailored made for an evening of 
solitude or that special moment with a lover.  
 

A beautiful album from a gifted legend. 

Brother Thelonious Quintet   
�����������	
��  
 

North Coast Brewing’s Brother Thelonious 
Belgian Style Abbey Ale has taken on a new 
persona with the introduction of The Brother 
Thelonious Quintet.   
 

The quintet is made up of Thelonious Monk 
Institute of Jazz Performance alumni with 
Helen Sung, class of ’97, on piano; Alan 
Hampton, class of ’05, on bass; James 
Alsanders, class of ’05, on drums; Wayne 
Escoffery, class of 99, on tenor sax and 
Ambrose Akinmusire, class of ’07, on 
trumpet.  Vocalist Gretchen Parlato, class of 
’03, performs on the closing track.   
 

The Brother Thelonious Quintet CD, released 
in September, includes 
new arrangements of 
six classic Thelonious 
Monk compositions 
along with four 
original tunes 
composed by members 
of the quintet. 
 

The entire cost of the 
project was 
underwritten by the North Coast Brewing 
Company as a tribute to the great work of the 
TMIJ.  100% of sales proceeds from the CD, 
which was produced by North Coast’s Doug 
Moody and T.S. Monk, will be donated to the 
Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz to further 
international Jazz education programs. 

T 
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Let Jazz “Un-Tax” You! 
 

e hope you will consider the Coastal 
Jazz Association when you are 
planning your charitable 

contributions in the coming months. Joining or 
donating to CJA helps jazz maintain a high 
profile in Savannah and has the secondary 
benefit of being TAX DEDUCTIBLE.    
 

Your membership and contributions get you 
into our monthly concert series for FREE 
(among other great things).   
 

You can also be assured that your membership 
contribution goes directly to helping us present 
great artists and helps to support CJA 
education initiatives (which by the way – 
include  not one, but two scholarships to 
promising jazz students). 
 

Your support keeps great jazz alive in our 
community! And even if you do not join The 
Coastal Jazz Association, PLEASE SUPPORT 
THE ARTS IN SAVANNAH !! 

����

�����������������������������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
��  
 

 Sponsor a CJA Monthly Concert! 
 

ou can help make live jazz happen in 
Savannah by being an individual or 
corporate sponsor for a concert in 
The Coastal Jazz Association’s 

monthly concert series.  
 
It might just surprise you how inexpensive and 
rewarding it can be.  A basic CJA monthly 
concert sponsorship is $750. 
 
Sponsorships are tax deductible (CJA is a 
501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization) 
 
Sponsorship includes acknowledgement in the 
CJA newsletter   NNootteewwoorrtthhyy  and on the 
website. Your commitment to live jazz in 
Savannah will also be announced at the 
concert event. For More Information go to: 
 
 

   

W Y  

J o i n  T h e  C o a s t a l  J a z z  A s s o c i a t i o n  T o d a y  

www.coastal-jazz.org  

Give A Gift  of Jazz This Hol iday Season.  Give a membership !! A Year of FREE concerts 
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The Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah 
Presents 

 

Elise Sings Out 
Big Soul from a Young Voice 

Sunday, November 22nd  @ 5:00 p.m. 
Westin Savannah Harbor – Just Across the River  

 
 

The Friends of Johnny Mercer  
Presents The 

Annual Birthday Tribute to Johnny 
Mercer Concert 

Sunday, Nov 15 
Sunday, Nov 15 @ 2:00 p.m. 

Johnny Mercer Theatre 

 
 

Hot Club of San Francisco 
Gypsy jazz with silent film... 

Thursday, Nov 19 
Lucas Theatre 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

The Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah 
Presents 

J a z z  Y u l e  L o v e  
A Christmas Tradition 
5 p.m. Christmas Night 

 
 

 

Ben Tucker & Bob Alberti Play Jazz 
Westin Aqua Star Room  Hutchinson Island 

Sunday Brunch /11 am   - (912.201.2000) 

 
 

The Jazz Corner  
Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620) 

www.thejazzcorner.com 

 
 

Claire Frazier And Frank Bright 
'Vic's On The River' Restaurant 

Every Other Thursday/Friday/Saturday 7-11 Pm  

The Coastal Jazz Association presents 
Leah María Suárez 
January 17th 2010 

Westin Harbor Resort 
 

Vocalist Leah Suaréz is 
emerging as one of the 
Southeast’s most authentic 
talents.  A confident artist, 
with a luminous voice and an 
alluring stage presence, she 
has cultivated strong roots in 
jazz and Latin music into a 
deliberate, emotionally mature 
sound, combining the best of 
both traditions with glorious 
results.  Growing up on 
Sullivan’s Island, Ms. 
Suárez’s artistic perspective 

owes much to the creativity and inventiveness that 
comes from the mixing of cultures.   
 

In the May 2007 edition of Charleston Magazine 
Ms. Suárez was chosen as one of Charleston’s 
“Women Who Rock.”  The article praised her 
“fresh and nuanced vocal style” and “considerable 
improvisational liberties” that are a hallmark of her 
performances, making even the most familiar 
standard unique and refreshing.   
 

While she performs a range of music that includes 
American jazz standards, Brazilian Samba and 
Bossa Nova, and folk music from all over the 
world, she finds equal passion in creating original 
music. With a strong focus on her art and a renewed 
sense of balance, Leah María Suárez is confidently 
showing the musical community who she is: a 
singer, writer, risk-taker, and above all someone 
who believes, without question, in the power of 
music. 
 
 
 

����
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CJA GOES GREEN ! ! !  
 

If you would like to read your Coastal Jazz 
Association Newsletter, Noteworthy ONLINE 
instead of receiving it by mail – go to 
www.coastal-jazz.org and complete the 
“comments” section on the main page (green 
area).  A reminder will be sent to you each 
month when the newsletter is posted. 

Johnny Mercer Statue Unveiling  
in Ellis Square 

Wednesday, Nov 18 10:00 a.m. 
Savannah City Market 
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2 0 1 0  S a v a n n a h  J a z z  F e s t i v a l  –  S e p t e m b e r  1 9t h   -  2 6 t h   

November Johnny Mercer 100th  
-Birthday Tributes- 

Sunday, 15th  & Monday, 16th  
 

15th … The Friends of Johnny Mercer and the 
City of Savannah Department of Cultural Affairs 
present The Annual Birthday Tribute to Johnny 
Mercer Concert. This year's concert celebrates 
the centennial of Mercer's birth and features 
famed cabaret artist Marlene Van Planck, along 
with local and regional performers, singing the 
great lyricist's best works. Sunday, Nov 15 2:00 
p.m.Savannah Civic Center: Johnny Mercer 
TheatreFree admission and parking 
 
16th …”West Broad to Moon River: An 
Evening on West Broad -Jazz- 1930‘s Style!” 
5:00 p.m.– 8:00 p.m.  Join us for an unforgettable 
evening of jazz and Johnny Mercer music, 
featuring Teddy Adams and Friends.  Vintage 
autos will line the street recreating an era when 
West Broad Street was "King"!  Ladies and 
Gents, we encourage you to dress in “Cotton 
Club” style.  Cash bar and Dutch Treat menu. 
 Blowin’ Smoke, 514 MLK Jr. Blvd.    
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