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28th   

 
  

 
 
 
 

September 20th  - 27th  
 

The 2009 “ 28th ” Savannah Jazz Festival, 
celebrating jazz as a living art form -built on a 
constantly evolving tradition will offer all types 
of jazz, from Dixieland, traditional swing, 
straight-ahead and bop to melodic standards, 
and funky down-home “gutbucket” blues.  
 

Savannah’s Largest FREE FESTIVAL  
boasts the best in international, national, 
regional and local jazz talent.  Sponsored by 
the City of Savannah, the Festival is free and 
open to the public. Food and drink vendors are 
on-site.   
 

The 2009 festival will feature: Mose Allison, 
Grace Kelly, Ben Riley Trio- featuring  
Guitarist Jim Hall, Savannah Jazz Orchestra 
with Oliver Nelson Jr. Conducting and 
featuring  Doug Carn, University of North 
Florida featuring  Ed Calle, Longineu Parsons 
& Flight of the Vultures,  The FlyCats, 
International Groove Conspiracy, Groove 8, 
Howard Paul, Ben Tucker, Teddy Adams, 
Huxsie Scott, The Shane Pruitt Group, 
Savannah Arts Academy Jazz Band, The Jazz 
Corner All-Stars, Coastal Jazz Hall of Fame 
All-Stars, J.B. Scott's Swingin' All-Stars, The 
Eric Culberson Blues Band & more, more, 
more.  
 

The Late Night Festival BBQ Jam Sessions will 
be at Blowin' Smoke -514 Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  Blvd 
 

 
 

www.savannahjazzfestival.org����
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Sept 20th -Sunday  (Blowin' Smoke) 
  5:00  Festival Kick-Off jam    
  

Sept  21st -Monday (Blowin' Smoke) 
  7:00  Film:  The Jazz Baroness  
 

Sept 22nd -Tuesday  (Blowin' Smoke) 
  7:00  Howard Paul 
  

Sept 23rd -Wednesday (AASU) 
  7:00  International Groove Conspiracy 
  8:00  The FlyCats 
  9:00  Longineu Parsons & Flight of the  
           Vultures 
  

Sept 24th -Thursday (Forsyth Park) 
  7:00  Eric Culberson Blues Band 
  8:15  Shane Pruitt Group  
  9:30  Mose Allison- w/ Ben Tucker  
  

Sept  25th -Friday (Forsyth Park)  
  7:00   Arts Academy Skyelite Jazz Band 
  8:15  Groove 8 
  9:30  University of North Florida featuring   
            Ed Calle 
  11pm  Late Night  Festival Jam Session at  
              Blowin' Smoke 
  

Sept  26th  -Saturday  (Forsyth Park) 
  3:00  The Jazz Corner All-Stars  
  4:15  J.B. Scott's Swingin' All-Stars 
  5:30  CJA Hall of Fame All-Stars 
  7:00  Grace Kelly  
  8:15  Ben Riley Trio- w/ Guitarist Jim Hall 
  9:30  Savannah Jazz Orch  w/ Oliver 
 Nelson Jr. Conducting & featuring Doug Carn 
  11pm  Late Night Festival Jam Session at  
              Blowin' Smoke 
 

Sept  27th Sunday  (Forsyth Park) 
  4:00  Savannah Youth Jazz Festival 
 

For more information call 912-675-5419 or go 
to www.savannahjazzfestival.org The Coastal 
Jazz Association thanks the City of 
Savannah  Department of Cultural 
Affairs   for providing Major funding for the 
Savannah Jazz Festival  
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SAVANNAH JAZZ FESTIVAL 
September 20 -27 

 

FREE ADMISSION  TO ALL EVENTS  !!!  

 
~SUNDAY-SEPTEMBER 20  - 5:00 PM 

The Savannah Jazz Festival KICK-
OFF Jam Session   
Blowin' Smoke -514 Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Blvd. Sponsored by Blowin’ Smoke  
www.blowinsmokebbq.com    
 
~MONDAY-SEPTEMBER 21 - 7:00 PM  / Film 

The Jazz Baroness ( Film Directed by-
Hannah Rothschild) 
Blowin' Smoke / 514 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. Sponsored by Hannah Rothchild & the 
Psychotronic Film Society of Savannah 

 

Young Pannonica 
"Nica"  Rothschild 
had it all. As the 
beautiful heiress to 
one of the world's 
largest fortunes, she 
lives a life of 1950s 
decadence. But on her 
way to catch a jet out 
of JFK to meet her 
husband, she stops to 
hear a jazz record by 
a struggling musician. 

She never makes her plane. So taken with the 
unknown's musical talents, Nica braves social 
censure, and even jail, to cultivate the genius of 
the now-legendary Thelonious Monk.  
 

Rescuing instruments from pawn shops, even 
shepherding bands to gigs in her Bentley, this 
white Jewish woman becomes an unlikely 
freedom fighter for a generation of black 
artists, a patron saint for the bebop movement. 
Baroness Pannonica Rothschild de 
Koenigswarter, known as Nica, left behind a 
life of European privilege, and suffocating 
insularity, to live in Weehawken, New Jersey, 
near her beloved jazz musicians. She used her 
immense wealth to help support Charlie 
Parker, Charles Mingus, Art Blakey, and, most 

famously, Thelonious Monk, with whom she 
would form an intense bond that lasted for 
decades.  
 

With a soundtrack from the be-bop masters 
and a jazz feel to the editing, this work-in-
progress shifts effortlessly between European 
high society and the New York scene. It was 
made by the baroness’ great-niece, who found 
herself irresistibly drawn to a fellow Rothschild 
determined to go her own way.Combining 
interviews with luminaries Quincy Jones, 
Sonny Rollins, and Clint Eastwood with Nica's 
personal letters read by Helen Mirren, 
filmmaker Hannah Rothschild, Nica's great-
niece, crafts a fascinating love story between an 
indomitable woman, a musical giant, and the 
jazz that bewitched them both. 
www.thejazzbaroness.com  
 

The Savannah Jazz Festival staff would like to 
thank the director of the Jazz Baroness, 
Hannah Rothschild for permitting us to present 
this film at our 2009 Savannah Jazz Festival 
event. The Savannah Jazz Festival staff would 
like to also thank the Psychotronic Film Society 
of Savannah for co-sponsoring this great film.   
 
~TUESDAY-SEPTEMBER 22 -7:00  PM- 
The Howard Paul Group 
Blowin' Smoke / 514 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard 
Sponsored by Benedetto Guitars & Blowin’ 
Smoke 
 

From jazz guitarist to 
Army Captain to 
Corporate Executive, 
Howard Paul is a man of 
many talents. A gifted 
musician and business 
leader, he has for years 
maintained dual careers in 
music and corporate 
America. As a Captain in 
the US Army and 
subsequently as an 
executive for Chatham Steel for many years, he 
has shown a tremendous capacity in operations, 
logistics, and strategic planning. Musically, he 
has led his own trio and quartet since 1992, 
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working regularly with bassist/jazz legend Ben 
Tucker. A recurring performer in Savannah’s 
annual jazz and music festivals, he hosts the 
house band at well-respected The Jazz Corner 
in Hilton Head, where he serves on the advisory 
board. In April, 2006, Howard was named 
President of Benedetto Guitars, now located in 
Savannah.  www.benedettoguitars.com  
  
~WEDNESDAY-SEPTEMBER 23 -7:00 PM 
Armstrong Atlantic State University / 11935 
Abercorn St 
 

International Groove Conspiracy - 
7:00 p.m. 
 If you like jazz, don't miss this band!  If you 
don't like jazz, International Groove 
Conspiracy will change your mind. 

International Groove 
Conspiracy is a two-
time winner of the 
Future of Jazz 
Competition, a 
prestigious event that 

highlights 
international musical 
talent. International 
Groove Conspiracy is 
been regarded as one 

of the most successful up and coming bands in 
Atlanta due to their mesmerizing sound, 
sophisticated rhythms and rare ability to 
effectively blend Latin jazz with blues, funk 
and world music.  
 

 "International Groove Conspiracy's music is 
very thoughtful and imaginative…" Ahmad 
Jamal (Jazz Pianist)  “IGC is the embodiment 
of passion. The power and energy they pour 
into the music and performance is such a joy to 
watch and be a part of. The compositions, 
rhythm and musicianship are on the highest 
level…" Tammy Allen (Jazz Artist and Owner 
of Big House Studios) www.igcmusic.com 
 

~The FlyCats - 8:00 p.m. 
 

The FlyCats are jazz favorites from north 
Georgia. They specialize in what they call "New 
York Lounge Jazz or Cigar-Club Jazz", 
performing standards, swing, bop, bossa, a 

little funk/R&B, etc. and some original 
compositions.  Spend an evening with The 
FlyCats and you may hear anything from 

Antonio Jobim, 
George Gershwin, 
Cole Porter, 
Sonny Rollins, 
Duke Ellington, 
John Coltrane 
and Miles Davis 
all the way to Billy 

Joel, Al Jarreau, George Benson and The 
Beatles, or even a rock or country tune to keep 
you on your toes. It's all about stretching 
musical muscle and having fun!   The FlyCats 
play music that club-goers in north Georgia 
really were not being exposed to, and missing 
out on. That is, until the "Cats" popped onto 
the scene.  
 

One thing that separates The FlyCats from 
many other hip, jazz groups is their quick wit 
and connection with their audience. Although 
they are extremely serious musicians, they 
never take themselves too seriously. The 
quartet consists of: Glenn "Big Lou" Tocci on 
guitar/vocals. Lou is a product of south Florida, 
various studios, clubs, and a student of jazz 
greats Joe Diorio, and Dr. Vince Bredice. Dave 
Zibman on basses/vocals. Dave is another south 
Florida player who has worked the club, 
concert and studio circuits for over 30 years 
performing all musical styles. Gordy Love on 
drums/vocals. Gordy hails from London and 
has over 30 years experience as a studio 
musician and performer. Taylor Kennedy on 
tenor sax. Taylor hails from Athens, Georgia 
and, after studying and performing at UGA 
(Taylor performed in China with the USA jazz 
Band), he is currently finishing his jazz studies 
at Georgia State University.   www.theflycats.com 
 

Longineu Parsons & Flight of the 
Vultures - 9:00  p.m. 
 

Longineu Parsons has been hailed by critics as 
one of the world’s finest trumpet players. He is 
also a master of recorders, flute, percussion, 
and sings the blues. His music crosses genres 
and defies classification. It’s jazz, it’s funk, it’s 
blues, it’s classic, it’s urban, it’s world fusion  -
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IT’S GOOD!  His music serves as a metaphor 
for crossing restrictive boundaries that 
separate people and confine human potential. 
An international performer, Longineu has 

performed in 
some thirty 
countries in 
North, South and 
Central America, 
Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East and 
Africa. His 

audiences have included such dignitaries as the 
King of Morocco, the President of Gabon, the 
Royal Family of the Netherlands, the President 
of Austria, the U.S. Ambassador to France, and 
the Royal Family of Monaco.  
 

He has performed at the Jacksonville Jazz 
Festival, the Pensacola Jazz Festival, Trumpet 
& Trombone Recital with Wycliff Gordon in 
West Palm Beach, Brass Ensemble with 
Pianoseven in Switzerland, the Playboy Festival 
with the Cannonball Adderley Tribute Band, 
Jazz al Parque in Bogota, Colombia, the 
Chicago Jazz Festival with Nancy Wilson, and 
the JVC Jazz Festival. He also appeared with 
Nancy Wilson at the Blue Note in Tokyo and at 
Yoshi’s in Oakland.  www.tribaldisorder.com 
 
 

~THURSDAY-SEPTEMBER 24 - 7:00 PM 

~Blues Under the Stars~ 
Outdoors in beautiful Forsyth Park 
 

Eric Culberson Blues Band 7:00 
p.m. 
 

Every once in a while, an artist emerges from 
the Deep South and bursts fully mature upon 

the blues scene. 
Eric Culberson 
is one of those 
few. His style is 

unmistakably 
authentic, 

energetic, and 
blessed with sex 
appeal and 
charisma. He is a 

breath of fresh air for the blues. Eric hails from 
Savannah  where he started out working the 
usual club circuit.  
 

Soon Eric and his band became a local 
phenomenon. It was just a matter of time 
before he was introduced to Bob Greenlee at 
Kingsnake Records. One trip to the Kingsnake 
studios in Sanford, Florida, and Eric was 
signed and recording his first Kingsnake 
release, “Blues is my Religion” which went to 
#24 nationally on the blues air play charts.  
www.ericculberson.com 
 

Shane Pruitt Group - 8:15 p.m. 
 

An extraordinary 
bluesman is raised in 
the suburbs;  in the 
shadow of a Wal-Mart 
store...  A youngster 
learns the depth and 
breadth of the blues 
without leaving his 
house...  Living in 
Spartanburg, South 
Carolina,  his style 
mimics neither the 
sprightly,  acoustic - 
based Piedmont blues 
indigenous to his region nor the all- influential 
Texas sounds of the late Stevie Ray Vaughan...  
A gentle and shy young man becomes a 
FEROCIOUS and animated axe king the 
second he hits the stage... But none of it would 
matter if Shane Pruitt couldn't play.  And he 
plays mightily.  Tinsley Ellis calls him a "young 
Buddy Guy".  
  
Shane has had the opportunity to play with or 
share the stage with: Tower of Power, Little 
Feat, The Derek Trucks Band, Oteil Burbridge, 
Acoustic Syndicate, Rev. Jeff Mosier and the 
Ear Reverents, Nappy Brown, Tinsley Ellis, Lil' 
Ed and the Blues Imperials, Sean Costello, 
Gatemouth Brown, North Mississippi Allstars, 
Gibb Droll, Theodis Ealey, Eddie Kirkland, 
Medeski, Martin, and Wood, Robert Randolph 
and the Word, G-Love, Special Sauce, Gary 
Hoey, and numerous others.  

 www.myspace.com/shanepruitt 
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Mose Allison - Ben Tucker Trio 9:30 p.m. 

Everybody's Cryin'  Mercy !! 
 

But No More. 
After countless 
years, these two 
living legends of 
jazz, Mose 
Allison and Ben 
Tucker are re-
uniting on stage 
for a one-time 
only Savannah 
Jazz Festival 

Performance.   
 Dubbed the 

"William 
Faulkner of 
Jazz", the 

legendary 
composer/pianist/singer, Mose Allison was born 
in the Mississippi Delta on his grandfather’s 
farm near the village of Tippo. At five he 
discovered he could play the piano “by ear” 
and began “picking’ out” blues and boogie 
tunes he heard on the local jukebox. In high 
school he listened to the music of Louis 
Armstrong, Fats Waller, Duke Ellington, Louis 
Jordan, and his prime inspiration, Nat Cole of 
the King Cole Trio.  He played trumpet in the 
marching and dance bands and started writing 
his own songs.  
After a year at the University of Mississippi, he 
went to the Army in l946, playing in the Army 
Band in Colorado Springs and performing with 
accomplished musicians from around the 
country in small groups at NCO and Officer’s 
clubs. Returning to “Ole Miss” he joined the 
dance band as arranger, piano and trumpet 
player, but shortly left to form his own trio, 
playing piano and singing in a style heavily 
influenced by Nat Cole, Louis Jordan and 
Erroll Garner. After a year on the road, Mose 
married, returned to college at Louisiana State 
University and graduated in 1952 with a BA in 
English and Philosophy. Please read more 
about Mose Allison at www.moseallison.com 
 

Ben Tucker is a native of Tennessee.  Mr. 
Tucker by the age of twelve, began to develop 

his musical interest first on trumpet and later 
on the bass and quickly made a name for 
himself in Nashville. Following a stint in the Air 
Force, Ben settled in California, playing with 
Art Pepper and Shorty Rogers, among others, 
and was an integral participant in the 
legendary “Jazz of Two Cities.” 
 

By the early 1960's, he was regularly 
performing and recording with such greats as 
Herbie Mann, Billy Taylor, Dexter Gordon, 
Buddy Rich, Quincy Jones, Marian 
McPartland, Mel Torme, and, of course, Mose 
Allison. A prodigious composer (many of his 
songs are jazz standards) of over 300 titles, 
Tucker's “Comin' Home Baby” was a 
blockbuster hit for Herbie Mann, “Devilette” 
and “The Message,” both recorded by Dexter 
Gordon and “ Right Here, Right Now” by Billy 
Taylor are just a few of the many title songs 
that Ben has written and published. 
 

He has been rewarded and nationally 
celebrated by his appointment to the Advisory 
Committee of the Kennedy Center for the Arts 
by President Jimmy Carter. Today, Ben 
Tucker maintains an extremely busy career as 
artist and businessman, playing regularly in 
Savannah where he has been active in the city's 
artistic, cultural, and economic scene, and has 
been a major factor in business and other 
matters affecting the interest of Savannah's 
minority community while continuing to make 
the national and international festival scene.   
www.BenTuckerJazz.org  
 

FRIDAY-SEPTEMBER 25 - 7:00 PM 
Outdoors in beautiful Forsyth Park 
 
-Savannah Arts Academy 
SkyeLite Jazz Band - 7:00 
 

Michael Hutchinson and Dr. John 
Bradley formed the SkyeLite Jazz 
Band in August of 1992 with the dream of 
becoming a renowned jazz organization of 
quality and respect. The faculty is a highly 
trained group of professional musicians still 
active as performers, clinicians and 
adjudicators.  
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The SkyeLite Jazz Band has traveled 
extensively throughout the southeast to such 
places as Jackson, Mississippi, Montgomery, 
Alabama, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 

Orangeburg, South Carolina, Hampton 
Virginia, Washington, D.C., Orlando, Florida, 
New Orleans Louisiana, London, England, 
Bolixi, Mississippi and Atlanta. SJB has also 
performed all over the globe, including China, 
London, Washington D.C., and much more.  
 

The SJB has performed with jazz greats 
Donald Byrd, Ravi Coltrane, Curtis Fuller, 
Jimmy Heath, Benny Goldson, Marcus 
Roberts, as well as others. The program 
through the years has garnered every award 
available to it through the Georgia Music 
Educators Association. Students who graduate 
from the program, electing to pursue music in 
higher education, have been awarded 
scholarships to the leading institutions in the 
country including Indiana University and 
Oberlin Conservatory of Music. The jazz band 
is also a point of pride. SJB is currently 
directed by Mr. Michael Hutchinson. Many of 
SJB students make All-State Jazz Band or 
Concert Band during their tenure as Savannah 
Arts Academy students. 

 
Groove 8 - 8:15 p.m. 
 

Groove 8 is an jazz/funk collective formerly 
known as Audioform. Having toured as 
Audioform for four years, the band decided to 
focus its energy on a new brand and direction. 
Groove 8's latest album and first under the new 
name, DEBUT, was released on March 6, 2009. 
Debut was recorded and produced by Alan 
Evans (Play On Brother Studios) who is the 
drummer and founding member of the band 
SOULIVE. The album includes the first ever 
vocal track - The Dream - by the band. Debut is 

an eleven track 
album that will 
reaffirm the groups 
original attempt to 
fuse several genres 
into a melting pot of 
groove. Groove 8 
recently added 
vocalist Mac Mclain 
to the fold. She is an 
accomplished 
singer and musician 
in her own right. 
www.Groove8.com  
 
 

The University of North Florida Jazz 
Ensemble featuring  Ed Calle - 9:30 
p.m. .     Sponsored by JodyJazz 
 

Saxophonist Ed Calle is 
known for his 
extraordinary ability to 
play bebop, Latin and 
contemporary jazz, and 
pop. Born in Caracas of 
Spanish parents, it was 
obvious from the start 
that he was a natural 
player and now, Calle 
can be heard on 
hundreds of recordings 
both as a sideman and 

soloist. He appears on Grammy-award-winning 
albums by Frank Sinatra, Vicky Carr, Arturo 
Sandoval, and Jon Secada, as well as on 
numerous television and motion picture 
soundtracks. He also has recorded and 
performed around the world with such artists 
as Gloria Estefan, Julio Iglesias, Michael 
Bolton, Bob James, Bobby Caldwell, Rhianna, 
Extreme, and Vanessa Williams. Among his 
many solo recordings, Ed Calle Plays Santana 
garnered a Latin Grammy Award nomination 
in 2005. His latest release In the Zone (2006) 
features original compositions and jazz 
standards and earned a Latin Grammy 
nomination in 2007. Besides being an 
internationally acclaimed jazz performer and 
prolific composer and arranger, Calle is in 
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great demand as a jazz clinician and enjoys 
working with up-and-coming young artists. Ed 
has served as a guest artist and clinician with 
the Monk Institute and at colleges including 
Brigham Young University, Temple College, 
The University of North Florida, The 
University of Florida, The University of Miami, 
and West Palm Beach Community College. Ed 
and Sari Calle live with their three children in 
South Florida where Ed serves as Associate 
Professor of Music Business and Production at 
Miami Dade College. www.edcalle.com 
 
 
 
The University of North Florida Jazz 
Ensemble, under the direction of JB Scott, is 
the flagship ensemble of the prestigious 
University of North Florida Jazz Studies 
Program, headed by legendary alto saxophonist 
Bunky Green.  
 

Jazz Ensemble I has won numerous group and 
individual awards and has been consistently 
recognized by such publications as Cadence, 
Jazz Times, Jazz Educators Journal and 
DownBeat for its improvisational prowess and 
precision ensemble playing. The band has 
received performance awards from DownBeat 
each year since 2002, and has been invited to 
perform at prestigious jazz festivals in both the 
U.S. and in Europe. Its itinerary includes two 
performances at the Montreux Jazz Festival in 
Switzerland in 2001 and 2003, and at the North 
Sea Jazz Festival at The Hague, Netherlands in 
2002. In July 2005 JE1 toured China for 14 
days at the invitation of its government. The 
Ensemble also has been invited to perform at 
International Association of Jazz Educators 
Conferences in Atlanta, Boston, Miami, and 
New Orleans, the prestigious Midwest Band 
and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago, the Suncoast 
Jazz Festival in Tampa, the Savannah Jazz 
Festival, the Mobile Jazz Festival, and annually 
at the Jacksonville Jazz Festival. 
 
 

vening Jam Session at Blowin' Smoke - 
11pm 

-514 Martin Luther King, Jr.  Blvd 

 

SATURDAY-SEPTEMBER 26  
                                -3:00 PM 
 Outdoors in beautiful Forsyth Park 
 

The Jazz Corner All-Stars 3:00 p.m. 
                 Sponsored by the Jazz Corner 

The Jazz Corner is built 
on a reputation of Jazz, 
Quality and Cuisine, 
Hilton Head Island's Jazz 
Corner is the only full 
time jazz club in the 
Coastal Empire. Drawing 
from regional and 
national jazz performers, 
the Jazz Corner more 
than doing their share to 
keep jazz alive along the 
South Carolina/Georgia 

Coast. Further proving his commitment to the 
area's jazz scene, restaurant/club owner, Bob 
Mastellar has created an all-star group of 
musicians for the Savannah Jazz Festival. So 
come out early and hear some of the best 
players in the area.   Sponsored by The Jazz 
Corner / Hilton Head Island  
  

J.B. Scott's Swingin' All-Stars - 4:15 p.m. 
 

These Swingin' All-stars  are dedicated to 
playing Chicago Swing /New Orleans style Jazz 
in a highly entertaining, musical, and spirited 
way.  Led by  virtuoso trumpeter, JB Scott, 
former musical director of the world famous 
Dukes of Dixieland, the group also features 
award winning 
vocalist Lisa 
Kelly, well-known 
for her rich, 
smooth tone and 
swinging delivery 
of lyric, and the 
unique story 
telling vocal styling of versatile banjo/guitarist 
Ken Calhoun. Rounding out the Allstar cast are 
respected musicians Herb Bruce, 
internationally legendary trombonist, popular 
clarinetist Jim Snyder, also a former Dukes of 
Dixieland group member, Blue Note recording 
bassist Rick Ravelo, who swings as hard as they 
come, and drummers Eric Mason, an 

E 

N O T E W O R T H Y     8  

w w w .  C o a s t a l - j a z z . o r g  



excellently grooving interpreter of jazz. JB 
Scott’s Swingin Allstars have a broad, versatile 
repertoire that includes tributes to the classics 
from the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s to well-penned 
original songs; from the style of Louis 
Armstrongs Allstars, New Orleans Traditional, 
Chicago Style, and even a bit of Big Band 
Swing, with influences that include Louis 
Armstrong, Clark Terry, Ruby Braff, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, Lee Wiley, Peggy 
Lee, Eddie Condon, Trummy Young, and 
Kenny Davern. www.KellyScottmusic.com 
 

The CJA Hall of Fame All-Stars - 
5:30 p.m. 
 

The Savannah/Coastal Jazz Association Hall of 
Fame All Stars are representative of a strong 

Jazz legacy that 
Savannah has established 
over its long and poignant 
musical history. These 
talented artists were all 
unanimously inducted 
into the Savannah/CJA 
Hall of Fame for their 
contributions and 
accomplishments on local, 
national and 
international levels. All of 
the artist are 

Savannahians with the exception of bassist, Ben 
Tucker, who has lived in Savannah and taken a 
leading role in its prestigious and vibrant jazz 
scene for more than 30 years. The other 
inductees include: trombonist-Teddy Adams; 
saxophonist-George Harper and Eddie Pazant; 
drummers-Ben Riley & Big Black, and vocalist-
Huxsie Scott.  
 

Grace Kelly - 7:00 p.m. 
C 

A child jazz prodigy, Ms. Kelly is a very much 
in demand saxophonist on the world scene.  
Born on May 15, 1992 in Wellesley, 
Massachusetts, Grace moved to Brookline, MA 
when she was two years old.  Grace was 
brought up by a family that greatly appreciates 
music and the arts. When she is not busy with 
her burgeoning musical career, Grace likes to 

dance, act, and hang out with her friends.  She 
picked up the acting bug from her sister 
Christina, currently a student at Harvard 

University.  
Grace 

currently 
studies 

saxophone 
with Jerry 
Bergonzi, Lee 
Konitz, and 
Allan Chase. 
She also 

studies 
composition, 

arranging, flute, drums, and piano. Having 
participated in the certificate programs at both 
Brookline Music School and the New England 
Conservatory Preparatory School, Grace is the 
youngest ever to complete the four year Jazz 
Studies Certificate Program at New England 
Conservatory Prep School.  
www.GraceKellymusic.com  .  Ms. Kelly will be 
joined on the Savannah Jazz Festival stage by 
Savannah’s own jazz prodigy, Brendan Polk .  
 

Ben Riley Trio-featuring guitarist 
Jim Hall- 8:15 p.m. 
 

Ben Riley was born  in 
Savannah, Georgia in 
1933. At the age of four his 
family moved to New 
York. While in junior high 
school, he began studying 
with noted Harlem band 
leader Cecil Scott and in 
high school began playing 
in the school band. In the 
late 1950's, he started to 
work in and around New 
York and developed 
several long- lasting relationships with Randy 
Weston, Mary Lou Williams, Sonny Rollins, 
Woody Herman, Stan Getz, Billy Taylor, 
Johnny Griffin and many, many others.  
 

But, the association that secured Ben's place in 
jazz history was his four year stint with the 
legendary Thelonious Monk. He toured 
extensively with Monk and recorded several 
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now classic albums with the pianist. During his 
tenure with Monk, Riley also displayed his 
ability to play with a wide variety of musicians 
including Earl "Fatha" Hines, Andrew Hill, 
Hank Jones, Barry Harris and Clark Terry. 
During the mid-1970's he began performing 
and recording with Alice Coltrane and as a 
member of the New York Jazz Quartet.  From 
the late 70's through the 80's he performed and 
recorded extensively with the Ron Carter 
Quartet which included bassist Buster Williams 
and pianist Kenny Barron, whom Ben 
recommended for the band. When Carter 
disbanded his quartet, the rhythm section of 
Riley, Williams and Barren remained intact, 
working as a trio and rhythm section for 
various touring artists visiting New York. It 
was Riley who suggested adding a permanent 
horn player to their trio and suggested Charlie 
Rouse and the cooperative band Sphere was 
born. He has developed long-lasting 
relationships with Abdullah Ibrahim, Barney 
Kessel, Chet Baker, Johnny Griffin and several 
others.  
 

In 1992, because of his vast contribution to jazz 
music, Riley was inducted into his Savannah, 
Georgia hometown based Coastal Jazz Hall of 
Fame. Along with Riley's long over due 
premier leader recording, he continues to 
perform and record with long-time friends 
Kenny Barron, Kenny Burrell, Phil Woods and 
so many others who have come to appreciate 
the many and varied talents of this master 
drummer. www.Drummingworld.com 

 
Jazz guitar 
legend Jim Hall  
was educated at 
the Cleveland 
Institute of Music 
and  in the late 
1950s moved to 
Los Angeles 
where he began 
to attract 
national, and 

international, attention.  He played with Chico 
Hamilton Quintet, (1955-1956), Jimmy Giuffre 
Trio (1956-1959), Ella Fitzgerald (1960-1961), 
Ben Webster, Hampton Hawes, Bob 

Brookmeyer, John Lewis, Zoot Sims, Paul 
Desmond, Lee Konitz and Bill Evans. By 1960 
Jim had arrived in New York to work with 
Sonny Rollins and Art Farmer, among many 
others. His live and recorded collaborations 
with Bill Evans, Paul Desmond and Ron Carter 
have become legendary. 
 

His first formal recognition as a composer 
came in 1997, when Hall won the New York 
Jazz Critics Circle Award for Best Jazz 
Composer/Arranger. His pieces for string, 
brass, and vocal ensembles can be heard on his 
"Textures" and "By Arrangement" recordings.  
 

His original composition, "Quartet Plus Four," 
a piece for jazz quartet augmented by the 
Zapolski string quartet, was debuted in 
Denmark during the concert and ceremony 
where he was awarded the coveted Jazzpar 
Prize, and later released on CD. 
www.JimHallmusic.com 

 
The Savannah Jazz Orchestra with 
Oliver Nelson Jr. Conducting & 
featuring Doug Carn -  9:30 p.m. 
 

The Savannah Jazz Orchestra, heralded as 
the Coastal Empire's premier jazz 
ensemble,  presents the exciting sounds of 
modern and traditional big band music.  Co-led 
by Randall Reese and Teddy Adams, SJO is a 
16-piece profestional big band that is 
comprised of top-notch free lance musicians in 
the Coastal Empire. The large ensemble 
includes trumpets, trombones, saxophones, 
piano, bass, drums and fabulous vocals.     
 

The ensemble proudly features the music of 
many regional and national composers & 
arrangers.  SJO members showcase 
mainstream big-band jazz music at its best and 
have performed with some of the biggest names 
in jazz, including: Benny Golson, Jimmy 
Heath, Diane Schuur, Clark Terry and Bobby 
Watson. The SJO performs four scheduled 
concerts every year, including tributes to Duke 
Ellington and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, as 
well as annually performing with a national 
headliner at the Savannah Jazz Festival.   
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SJO is an established Savannah professional 
ensemble that plays great accessible jazz with a  
polished appearance and stage demeanor. The 
goal of the Savannah Jazz Orchestra is to 
preserve and promote our nation's indigenous 
art form, jazz and to create professional 
performance opportunities for jazz musicians. 
The SJO has recorded two CDs that are 
available at the Coastal Jazz Association 
monthly events.  
 
Conductor, Oliver Nelson Jr. is a flutist, 

teacher, and 
lecturer. He 
received his 
Bachelor of Music 
degree in Music 
Education from 

Andrews 
University and his 
Master of Music 
degree in 
Performance from 
Butler University. 

Oliver has studied with David Baker, 
Distinguished Professor of Jazz Studies at 
Indiana University, and Karen Moratz, 
Principal flutist with the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra. He has performed with 
the Smithsonian Masterworks Jazz Orchestra, 
Benny Golson, James Williams, Grady Tate, 
Bob Crenshaw and numerous other jazz 
legends. Nelson has also recorded with banjo 
great, Bela Fleck as part of a tribute CD 
dedicated to his father, the late great composer, 
arranger, and saxophonist Oliver Nelson Sr. 
Oliver also performs with his jazz quartet, 
woodwind trio, and the Combrio Duo 
consisting of Donna Clark on viola and Oliver 
on flute. He has conducted workshops and 
clinics for the National Flute Association, 
International association of Jazz Educators. 
Oliver’s passion is continuing to promote the 
legacy of his father Oliver Nelson Sr.  
 
A multi-instrumentalist,  Doug Carn, is 
recognized worldwide as a Hammond B-3 
virtuoso.  He was destined from birth to 
become a part of the world of music,  born in 
New York City and raised in St. Augustine, 

Florida, where his mother, Gwendolyn Seniors 
Carn, taught music in the St. Johns County 
Public School System. Her unique and special 
teaching abilities provided a fertile ground for 
his future development. Mr. Carn started piano 
lessons at the age of five but switched to the alto 
sax at eight. His uncle, Bill Seniors, a jazz 
aficionado and DJ, turned him on to all of the 
jazz of the late forties and early fifties.  
 

During his sophomore year in high school, Mr. 
Carn started to play the oboe which eventually 
earned him a 
full scholarship 
to Jacksonville 
University 
where he 
returned to 
teach in the Jazz 
Studies 
Department in 
1982. About the 
same time, Doug's creative writing abilities and 
spiritual ideology began to bear fruit. He was 
leading an organ trio in L.A. and studying with 
Larry Young, Jr. (Khalid Yasin Aziz) when the 
word started to "get around" about Doug's 
multi-faceted talents. He was soon discovered 
by Gene Russell who had heard about Doug's 
innovative lyric adaptation of contemporary 
jazz classics of Wayne Shorter's "Infant Eyes" 
Coltrane's "A Love Supreme," Bobby 
Hutcherson's "Little B's Poem" and Horace 
Silver's "Peace." Doug also gained critical 
acclaim as a "Jazz Spatialist" for his "Deft 
Orchestrations" and horn arrangements. They 
were inspired by a natural ability to speak the 
Be-Bop language and a solid foundation in the 
classical tradition. Jazz critic Pete Welding said 
in a Downbeat Magazine Review that Carn's 
music's "chief distinction stemmed from leader 
Carn's writing for voice and horns.  
www.myspace.com/dougcarn  
 

 
 

vening  Jam Session at Blowin' 
Smoke at 11:00  -514 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd. Phone: 
912.231.2385 
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Savannah Youth Jazz Festival 
SUNDAY-SEPTEMBER 27 - 4:00 PM 

 
Outdoors in beautiful Forsyth Park 
 
Savannah Arts Academy SkyeLite Jazz Band - 
4:00 p.m. 
Coastal Jazz Association All-Stars - 5:00 p.m.  
 

Major funding for the Savannah Jazz 
Festival is provided by the City of Savannah's 
Department of Cultural Affairs 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

S a v a n n a h  J a z z  F e s t i v a l : S e p t  2 0 - 2 7 

Look for a visit from Ronald McDonald at the 
Savannah Youth Festival !! 

T h a n k s  f o r  S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  S a v a n n a h  J a z z  F e s t i v a l  ! !!  
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Chas & Catherine Van-Valkenburg 
Mrs. Sandra M. Wagner 

Cleo Lewis & Cheryl Greaves 
Jimi Meuse & Jim Goodlett 

Cliff & Karen Angers 
Bob & Jane Anspoch 

David & Beth Ann King 
Maggie H Lee 

Dean & Barbara Phillips 
Dr.John & Mrs Kay West 

Ellen Gross 
Dick & Rhea Myers 

Gerald & Shirley Owens 
Eugene a. Fox 

My & Sas Frank 
J. Richard & Gloria Woodward 

Michael Allen 
Jack & Eleanor Kiel 

Jermaine Baker 
Darryl & Carolyn Brown 

Jim & Louise Smith 
Dr. Robert & Nancy Smith 

Joe & Carol Russell 
Robin Sherman 
Joe C. Gamble 

Blair & Lynn Gensamer 
John & Lorna Pilgreen 

Bryan Roussell 
Peter Berquist & Ellen O' Leary 

W S & D S Cross 
Rasheed & Patricia Akbar 
Richard & Stacy Jennings 

Dr. Mrs. Lester P. Johnson Jr. 
Ron & Cheryl Finger 

Claire Frazier 
Tanya Milton & Walter Thomas 

Wilson Morris & Linon Fisk 
Thomas & Denise Stokes lll 

Dianne S. Thurman 
Willie A. & Nicole Jones 

 

Let us know if you joined but your name is missing 
by  calling  912.920.1317 

 
Thank You !!! 

1 3   N O T E W O R T H Y  

J o i n  T h e  C o a s t a l  J a z z  A s s o c i a t i o n  T o d a y 



� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �  

 
 

The Coastal Jazz Association Presents 

The Savannah Jazz Festival 
September 20th through 27th  

 
 

 

Ben Tucker & Bob Alberti Play Jazz 
Westin Aqua Star Room  Hutchinson Island 

Sunday Brunch /11 am   - (912.201.2000) 

 
 

The Jazz Corner  
Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620) 

www.thejazzcorner.com 

 
 

Claire Frazier And Frank Bright 
'Vic's On The River' Restaurant 

Every Other Thursday/Friday/Saturday 7-11 Pm  
 

The Final Coda 
 

George Russell, composer, pianist , 86 
Horace Clarence Boyer, gospel singer, 74 

Les Paul, guitar,  94 
 Rashied Ali, drummer, 74 

 

Music Knows No Boundries: Music is a Gift of 
God. It is not bound by language, country, 

religion . . . or even instruments 
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AN EVENING OF JAZZ ON THE 
RIVER 

For Adult Literacy 
Sunday, September 13th  

5:00-7:30pm at 
The Savannah Marriott Riverfront 

Entertainment by 
Ben Tucker and  Huxsie Scott 
Admission:    $35 per person 

Heavy Hors d’oeuvres and Cash Bar 
For reservations, please visit our website @ 

www.roycelearningcenter.com   
OR call 354-4047 
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