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The Noel Freidline Quintet will be 
performing from their recently recorded 
live CD, “Live 
at The Jazz 
Corner”. 
 

Freidline is a 
1991 graduate of 
the University of 
North Florida, 
receiving a 
Bachelor of Arts 
in Music (magna 
cum laude).  A 
pianist, vocalist, 
writer and 
arranger, Noel 
has been the 
leader of his 
own group since 
1991. The Noel 

Freidline 
Quintet just 
released their seventh CD “Live at the 
Jazz Corner.”  With the NFQ. 
 

Freidline’s performance credits include 
the Montreux and Northsea Jazz Festivals, 
seven appearances at the Jacksonville Jazz 
Festival, Coconut Grove Arts Festival, 
Nashville Summer Lights Fest,  a three-
year house band position at The Bellagio 
in Las Vegas, actress Julia Roberts’ 

surprise 35th birthday party, the Nevada Jazz 
Orchestra and regular performances with the 

Charlotte Philharmonic. 
 

Noel is full-time Lecturer 
in Music at the University 
of North Carolina at 
Charlotte & in 2006 was 
named Best Jazz Musician 
by Charlotte Magazine. 
 

As a composer and 
arranger, Noel has written 
and recorded music for 
ESPN, ABC and the Walt 
Disney Company, with his 
most recent work being 
featured on Monday Night 
Football, the NBA All-Star 
Game, and SportCenter.   
 

The  Concert will be held 
on Sunday, October 26th at 
5 pm at Four Points by 

Sheraton Historic Savannah - 520 West Bryan 
Street. (Bryan & MLK). .   The concert is free 
for Coastal Jazz Association members and $10 
for non-members. Attendees who join CJA while 
at the concert will also be admitted for free.  
 

For more information call:  912.675-5419 or go 
to www.coastal-jazz.org . (See Noel Freidline at 
www.noelfreidline.com 
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SkyeLite Jazz Band Performs 
Free Concert at JEA 

Thursday, October 30 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

The Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite Jazz Band 
has been delighting audiences around the area for 
many years. SJB is currently directed by Mr. 
Michael Hutchinson and has performed with jazz 
greats, Donald Byrd, Ben Tucker, Teddy Adams, 
Jimmy Heath, Ravi Coltrane, Odean Pope, Curtis 
Fuller, Luis Bonilla, Avishai Cohen, Vince 
Cherico, Oscar Stagnaro, Ernesto Diaz, Bertram 
Lehmann, Alon Yavnai and Benny Golson. 
Since its inception, members of the SkyeLite 
Jazz Band (SJB) have traveled extensively to 
such places as: Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, 
Washington, D.C., and Atlanta. 
  
The SJB was nominated by the Honorable 
Senator Max Cleland to represent Georgia and 
perform for the "Georgia State Day" in 
Washington DC. The SJB also performed on 
April 14, 1999 at the John F. Kennedy 
Center.Many of SJB students are selected for 
All-State Jazz Band or Concert Band during their 
tenure at Savannah Arts Academy. Former 
members are now attending many prestigious 
universities and conservatories including Oberlin 
Conservatory, New England Conservatory, New 
York University, University of North Florida, 
SUNY Purchase, Clark Atlanta University, 
Valdosta State University, Georgia Southern 
University, Armstrong Atlantic State University, 

Savannah State University, and Georgia State 
University. 
 
Join the Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite Jazz 
Band for a concert that is free and open to the 
public on Thursday, October 30th at 7:30 pm. At 
the Jewish Educational Alliance, 5111 Abercorn 
Street. 
 

MUSIC IN MOTION:  AASU Takes 
Jazz Band “On The Road” 

Tuesday, November 11th at 7:30 pm. 
Jewish Educational Alliance / 5111 Abercorn 

 
Randall Reese, Director 
 
This fun event features the Armstrong Atlantic 
State University eighteen piece student jazz 
ensemble. The program will be a mix of historic 
and contemporary music for big band which 
includes selections from groups such as Count 
Basie, Duke Ellington and Stan Kenton -60/70's 
groups like Thad Jones-Mel Lewis -and modern / 
contemporary groups such as the big bands of 
Bob Mintzer and Gordon Goodwin.  
  
The band will also perform big band 
arrangements of 
standards and 
tunes from the 
small group jazz 
tradition. 
   
The event is 
free and open 
to the public  
  
 Jewish 
Educational 
Alliance / 5111 
Abercorn Street 
   
For further 
information, 
visit 

www.coastaljazz.org or call 927.5381. 
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The Future of Jazz 
 

Creative Minds:  A Symposium of Ideas 
���������

�

LOREN 
SCHOENBERG 

On Louis 
Armstrong: The 

Consummate 
American 

Monday, February 23, 
2009, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Loren Schoenberg serves as the Executive Director of 
the Jazz Museum in Harlem and is widely considered 
to be a leading expert in the life and work of Louis 
Armstrong. A revered tenor saxophonist and the 
author of the acclaimed NPR Curious Listeners 
Guide to Jazz, Schoenberg will present an 
informative, enlightening multi-media presentation 
about the life and work of jazz legend and musical 
genius Louis Armstrong. 
 

Louis Armstrong -born in one of the poorest sections 
of New Orleans on 
Aug. 4, 1901- was 
the first important 
soloist to emerge 
in jazz, and 
became the most 

influential 
musician in the 
music's history. 

As a trumpet virtuoso, his playing, beginning with 
the 1920s studio recordings made with his Hot Five 
and Hot Seven ensembles, charted a future for jazz in 
highly imaginative, emotionally charged 
improvisation. 
 

“Schoenberg is a first-class musician, arranger, 
leader and a critic with a rare comprehensive 
perception.”  
—Jazz Times 
 
Savannah Country Day School  
824 Stillwood Drive 
Jelks Auditorium 
(912) 925-8800 
$10 in advance, $12 at the door 

 
 

Wynton Marsalis & The Jazz At 
Lincoln Center Orchestra 

To Perform At 2009 
Savannah Music Festival 

Benefit  
January 29, 2009 

 

The Savannah Music Festival (SMF) 
brings noted bandleader, trumpeter 
and jazz historian Wynton Marsalis 
back to Savannah with The Jazz at 
Lincoln Center Orchestra (JLCO) for 
an intimate benefit concert at the 

Lucas Theatre for the Arts. Sponsored by Local 11 
Ten. The event is the Festival’s only fundraiser for 
the 2009 season, replacing the black tie galas and 
auctions of the past. Tickets are priced between $65 
and $250 and are available starting Wednesday, 
October 1st online at 
www.savannahmusicfestival.org or through the 
Trustees Theater box office at 912-525-5050. Patrons 
who purchase tickets at the $200 plus level will be 
invited to a cocktail reception with Marsalis and the 
band members at Local 11 Ten, immediately 
following the 7 pm concert. 
 

 A large percentage of the cost of each ticket is a tax-
deductible contribution to SMF, with the exact value 
dependent on the ticket level chosen. 
 

The January 29th concert features two distinct 
musical segments.  In the first half, the JLCO with 
Marsalis performs “Nursery Song Swing,” which 
transforms traditional children’s songs and nursery 
rhymes into jazz for all generations and features new 
arrangements by members of the JLCO. The music of 
pianist-composer Thelonious Monk highlights the 
second half of the program, and presents big band 
arrangements of Monk’s startlingly original 
compositions.  Finally, this concert features an 
original arrangement of a Johnny Mercer tune, 
commissioned by SMF, in celebration of the Johnny 
Mercer Centennial. 
 

Concert Sponsored By Local 11Ten For questions 
call 912-234-3378, ext. 111. 
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Let Jazz “Un-Tax” You! 
 

e hope you will  consider the Coastal 
Jazz Association when you are 
planning your charitable 

contributions in the coming months. Joining or 
donating to CJA helps jazz maintain a high 
profile in Savannah and has the secondary 
benefit of being TAX DEDUCTIBLE .    
 

Your membership and contributions get you 
into our monthly concert series for free 
(among other great things).   
 

You can also be assured that your membership 
contribution goes directly to helping us present 
great artists and helps to support CJA education 
initiatives (which by the way – include  not one, 
but two scholarships to promising jazz students). 
 

Your support keeps great jazz alive in our 
community! And even if you do not join The 
Coastal Jazz Association, PLEASE SUPPORT 
THE ARTS IN SAVANNAH !! 
 

�����������������������������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
��  
 

 Sponsor a CJA Monthly Concert! 
 

ou can help make live��������������������  happen 
in Savannah by being an individual or 
corporate sponsor for a concert in The 
Coastal Jazz Association’s monthly 

concert series.  
 

It might just surprise you how inexpensive and 
rewarding it can be.  A basic CJA monthly 
concert sponsorship is $750. 
 

Sponsorships are tax deductible (CJA is a 501(c)3 
Non-Profit Organization) 
 

Sponsorship includes acknowledgement in the 
CJA newsletter   �������� �������� 								 �������� �������� �������� �������� 								 �������� ��������   and on the 
website. Your commitment to live jazz in 
Savannah will also be announced at the concert 
event.  

For More Information go to: 
www.coastal-jazz.org (where you can view 
upcoming concerts) or call 912.272-9545.�

W Y 
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"Big Black" Inducted Into The 
Coastal Jazz Association of 
Savannah Hall of Fame 
  
Master musician, percussionist and hand drummer,  
Big Black, was inducted into the Coastal Jazz 
Association Hall of Fame during the 2008 Savannah 
Jazz Festival in September.  He was born Daniel Ray 
in Savannah, Georgia in 1934, and grew up as a child 
in the Carolinas.  
  
Ray got his nickname from an older brother when he 
showed interest in drumming 
as a child.  Unfortunately, “Big 
Black” has gotten far more 
notoriety for his colorful name 
than for his importance as an 
exceptional percussionist and 
one of the better practitioners 
of Afro-Cuban jazz rhythms in 
the 1960s.  
  
After high school, Mr. Ray 
spent five years alternating 
between Florida and the 
Bahamas. During that time he 
played with Lord Flea's 
Calypso band in the Bahamas 
and with the Calypso Eddy 
Trio. He worked in Miami with 
Jack Contanzo, Moe Coffman 
and the Contemporary Jazz 
Orchestra.  
  
Ray later formed a band with Jamaican trumpeter 
Billy Cook in Nassau and began mixing Caribbean 
and jazz rhythms.  
During the 1960s he worked often with Randy 
Weston, Freddie Hubbard, Ray Bryant, Johnny 
Barracuda, Junior Cook, Eric Dolphy and Dizzy 
Gillespie. 
  
He was dubbed “The king of Congas” and is highly 
regarded institute of the African culture in Harlem.  
 
A recording contract with UNI/MCA, led to the 
release of “Message to our Ancestors,” (’67) 
“Elements of Now,” (’68) “Lion Walk,” (’68) and 
“Big Black and the Blues in 1972. These musical 
statements introduced collaborations with Dizzy 
Gillespie, Randy Weston, Hugh Masekela and 

Freddie Hubbard with Art Blakey on the collectors, 
essential recording, “Night of the Cookers.”  
  
Big Blacks’ recording and acting careers soared 
afterwards, to even greater heights. The next two 
decades would prove to be truly eventful, on the 
theatrical level as well, as a musician in international 
films such as, Dizzy Gillespie’s’ Havana Bop, and 
When We Were Kings.  
  
He has been in demand at international festivals such 
as:  The Montreal, Monterey, Newport,  The Playboy 
Jazz and Music Festivals, and at the Zaire Music 

Festival, prior to the Muhammad 
Ali Fight in 1974  (it was Big 
Black on congas in Ali’s corner 
that night to open the fight’s 
festivities).  
  
Big Black continues to advance 
musically. His technique, is  
considered unorthodox for a 
drummer, because he prefers to 
set out and approach the drums 
as a pianist would approach their 
instrument, left hand being bass 
or lower keys and the right hand, 
treble or the high keys.  When 
Big Black is accompanying a 
pianist the tonal exchanges, 
reminds one of listening to 
mallets being played on the piano 
strings.  His distinctive feel of 
melody and harmony is what 

distinguishes Big Black from all other hand 
drummers and percussionists.  
  
In consideration of the global influence of Big Black 
and his participation in the many variations and 
mutations of jazz and African drum influenced music 
over the past fifty years, he is being recognized for 
his musical contribution and achievements by being 
inducted into the Coastal Jazz Association of 
Savannah Hall of Fame for 2008.  Mr. Ray performed 
at the 2008 Savannah Jazz Festival 
(www.savannahjazzfestival.org) with the Coastal 
Jazz All-Stars.  
  
Source Acknowledgements: 
  
-         Paxton Whitehead / AllAboutJazz.com 
-         Ron Wynn / All Music Guide 
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Coastal Jazz Presents 

Noel Freidline Quintet 
Sunday, October 26th @ 5pm 

Four Points by Sheraton Historic Sav - 520 West Bryan  
$10 (FREE for members of CJA) 

 
 

SkyeLite Jazz Band 
Thursday, October 30th @ 7:30pm 

Jewish Educational Alliance/5111 Abercorn 
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 
 

MUSIC IN MOTION:  AASU Takes Jazz 
Band “On The Road” 

Tuesday, November 11th at 7:30 pm. 
Jewish Educational Alliance / 5111 Abercorn 

 
 

Ben Tucker 
at the Westin Aqua Star Room  Hutchinson Island 

Sunday Brunch /11 am   -&-   Dinner/ Dance w/ 
Live Music (912.201.2000) 

 
 

The Jazz Corner  
Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620) 

 
 

 

          Current Jazz Top Ten 
 
1. BOB MINTZER BIG BAND — Swing Out (MCG) 
2. MIKE LEDONNE — FiveLive  (Savant) 
2. ROY HARGROVE — Earfood  (Emarcy) 
4. DAVID SANBORN — Here And Gone  (Decca) 
5. TED NASH — The Mancini Project  (Palmetto) 
6. JOE LOVANO — Symphonica  (Blue Note) 
7. JOE LOCKE — Force of Four  (Origin) 
8. MCCOY TYNER — Guitars  (McCoy Tyner Music) 
9. JOE MAGNARELLI — Persistence  (Reservoir) 
10. DON BRADEN — Gentle Storm  (HighNote) 

 

We Thank New and Renewed 
Supporters of ����������������  In Savannah 

 
Anthony Pernice 
Betsy Riesbeck 

Bob & Marcy Brennan 
Bruce Powley (Mr. & Mrs.) 

Carmel Hewlett 
Chantel Morton 
Edward Clark 

James C. Abney 
James C. Hudson (Mr. & Mrs.) 

Jamie Smith and Bill Smith 
Jean-Marie Cote & Donna Varner 

Jeremy Johnson 
John & Dawn McKinstry 

John Greenan (Mr. & Mrs.) 
John Paul & Parnell Jones 
Kristy & Bishop Varner 

Lacy Manigault (Mr. & Mrs.) 
Kirk Lee (Mr. & Mrs.) 

Neil J McDaid 
Pat Tracy 

Pearl Spaulding 
Richard & Alice Brown 
Robert & Carol Letcher 

Robert Triplett (Mr. & Mrs.) 
Sherry & Reg Hendricks 

Stephen Fishack (Mr. & Mrs.) 
 
 

Let us know if you joined but your name is missing by 
calling 912.354-4785 

 

 
 

The Final Coda 
 
 

Earl Palmer, 84, Jazz Session Drummer 
Jimmy Cleveland,  82, Trombonist 

Katsuji Abe, Jazz Photographer 
Norman Whitfield , 68, Motown Songwriter 
Richard Merrill Sudhalter , 69, Trumpeter 

Norman Hedman, 63, Percussionist 
 

Music Knows No Boundries: Music is a Gift of God. 
It is not bound by language, country, religion... or 

even instruments!!! 
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2008 CJA Officers: 
  

    President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lacy Manigault 
    1st  Vice President . . . . . . . . .  Skip Jennings 
   2nd  Vice President . . . . . Mel issa Harvey 

    Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Peterson 
    Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Keith 
 

2008 CJA Board of Directors 
 

Bill Vogele 
Dr. Jim Gibson 

John Cochran 
Larry Dane-Kel logg 

Ligel Lambert  
Michael Hutchinson 

Teddy Adams 

Temple Mickve Israel 
Presents 

The Carolina Klezmer Project 
Sunday, October 26th  in Forsyth 

Park 
Performances at 12 & 2 p.m. 

 

 Jewish Jazz. 
Yiddish Rhythm 
& Blues. Brisket 
Bop.  No matter 
what you call it, 
Klezmer -an 

upbeat, 
 celebratory music- is growing in popularity  all 
over the world -especially in America.   
And there is nothing you've heard so joyous and 
emotionally powerful as the sound of a Klezmer 
band.    
 

Klezmer music began in medieval Europe, where 
bands of itinerant Jewish musicians went from 
town to town playing for Jewish festivals and 
special events. Emigrating from the shtetls of 
Eastern Europe to America, filtered through the 
jazz clubs of cities and the stages of Yiddish 
theater, Klezmer has developed into a genre of 
music appreciated by the cultures of the host 
countries 
 

Come join the fun as the Carolina Klezmer 
Project, Jazz/Blues based Klezmer band led by 
trumpeter/vocalist Bill Averbach plays the most 
traditional music to the most modern.  
  

What is Klezmer Music? 
 

Klezmer --a Yiddish word for a folk musician --
refers to traditional Jewish dance melodies from 
Eastern Europe. The lost art of klezmer has been 
revived over the past three decades as part of the 

World 
Music 

movement. 

Traditionally played at weddings and other 
celebrations, klezmer music has now become 
part of diverse performers’ repertoire and 
includes songs of the Yiddish theater in addition 
to folk, rock & jazz influenced music.  
  

Concert is Free and Open to the Public 
 

More Info at    www.mickveisrael.org  
 

This program is sponsored by the City of 
Savannah's Department of Cultural Affairs'   
Weave-A-Dream and the Georgia Council for 
the Arts through appropriations from The 
National Endowment for the Arts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jazz is played from the heart. You can 
even live by it.  Always love it.” 
 

Louis Armstrong 
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Thanks to everyone who 
attended and supported 
the 2008 Savannah Jazz 

Festival.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Major funding for the Savannah Jazz 
Festival provided by the  
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