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The 2007 Savannah Jazz Festival is 
“Festival of Firsts” 
 
Yes, the Coastal Jazz Association has 
presented the Savannah Jazz Festival twenty-
five times before the 2007 
event rolls around in late 
September.  During those many 
years, the organization has 
always sought to have a 
balance between creativity and 
accessibility.  This time 
around, all the stops have been 
removed as a series of “firsts” 
dominate this year’s festival.  
 
For the first time, the jazz 
festival is expanding to 
Wednesday (Sept 26th) as a full 
festival evening.  
Simultaneously with the extra 
evening, the event is moving to 
the Savannah Southside --to be 
held at Armstrong Atlantic 
State University.   
 
Headlining the evening, two jazz legends will 
be presented together:  Bassist, Ben Tucker 

will be performing along with vocalist, Lynn 
Roberts. Also on the playbill for Wednesday 
night will be the Gypsy Jazz group, One Leg 
Up.  This will be the first time that this genre 
of jazz (a form of music based primarily on the 

jazz expressions of Django 
Reinhardt) has been 
presented as part of the 
festival.   
 
Friday night is also is a night 
of firsts for more than one 
reason.  Most significantly, 
for the first time, the 
Savannah Jazz Festival is 
presenting a night entirely 
composed of Contemporary 
Jazz.  Headlining the evening 
is perhaps the most popular 
group in modern jazz, The 
Yellowjackets.   
 
Friday evening also has been 
designated as “Military 
Appreciation Night”  at the 
festival.  During these times 

when brave men and women are answering the 
call to duty, to possibly make the ultimate 
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sacrifice, the Coastal Jazz Association is 
paying honor to those who are serving.   
 
As part of this, CJA has partnered with 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University to offer 
$1,000 tuition assistance for their university, to 
an Active Duty or Reserve, Air National 
Guard, Coast Guard, or an Active Duty 
military spouse, or Veteran.  The drawing to 
determine the winner of the tuition assistance 
will be held between Friday’s jazz 
performances.  
 
The Savannah Jazz Festival is pleased to have 
joined forces with the downtown jazz venue, 
Kokopelli’s, to host the festival Kick-off, 
Monday and Tuesday’s concerts, as well as the 
nightly “after-festival” jazz jams.  Both 
partners in this musical venture hope that this 
will be only the first of countless 
collaborations between the two Savannah jazz 
institutions.  
 
For the first time in the history of the festival, 
Sunday’s Youth Festival will be part of 
“Harmony for Humanity.” Harmony for 
Humanity is an internationally recognized 
series of musical events presented annually, to 
pay tribute to Daniel Pearl - the Wall Street 
Journal reporter who was kidnapped and killed 
in 2002 by terrorists in Pakistan.   Mr. Pearl 
was a classically trained violinist, an avid 
fiddler and a mandolin player who used his 
passion for music to form friendships across 
cultural and verbal divides.  
 
Mr. Pearl lived a life that knew no 
geographical boundaries, with a spirit that 
knew no prejudice. He joined musical groups 
in every community in which he lived, leaving 
behind a long trail of musician-friends around 
the globe. Around his October 10th birthday, 
musicians around the world reach out in 
friendship to join in “Harmony for Humanity.”  
This year, this tribute to peace without 

prejudice will be the underlying theme of 
Sunday’s Youth Festival.   
 
It appears that the only thing that isn’t a first 
about the 2007 Savannah Jazz Festival is the 
week in September that the event will be held.  
As always, the festival takes place the last full-
week in September (23rd - 30th). And -of 
course- the outstanding quality of the music!  
 
This year, like every year since it’s beginning, 
the Savannah Jazz Festival strives to remain 
artistically fresh while at the same time paying 
homage to the historical foundation of the 
music.  This balancing of topical and tradition 
is perhaps why the Savannah Jazz Festival is 
one of the most important and influential jazz 
events on the Southeast Coast.  Whether you 
are an aural sophisticate or someone who just 
wants to settle in for a fantastic week of music, 
food and fun, the Savannah Jazz Festival is 
right around the corner. 

 
 
 
 
 

Savannah Jazz Festival Schedule:  
 

Festival Kick-off Events:    
 

Sunday, September 23, 2007--- 5:00PM-
9:00PM    -The Festival Kick-Off featuring the 
area's finest musicians/artists; Kokopelli’s - 
107 W. Broughton- 912.231.8369 - Sponsored 
by Medical infusion Technologies 
 
Monday, September 24, 2007--- 8:00PM-
11:00PM      Eric Vaughn Group; Kokopelli’s - 
107 W. Broughton- 912.231.8369 
 
Tuesday, September 25, 2007--- 8:00PM-
11:00PM      Howard Paul Trio; Kokopelli’s - 
107 W. Broughton- 912.231.8369 - Sponsored 
by Sodexho 
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Thanks to a generous grant from the City of 
Savannah's Department of Cultural Affairs, 
All Events of the Savannah Jazz Festival are  

Free and Open to the Public! 

Wednesday, September 26, 2007 ---  
Savannah Jazz Festival Goes South  --
Armstrong Atlantic State University 
 
7:00PM     Sav. Arts Academy Skyelite Band 
8:15PM     One Leg Up 
9:30PM     Ben Tucker Trio Featuring   
                 Vocalist, Lynn  Roberts 
 

(Note: No After Festival jam session) 
 
Thursday, September 27, 2007    Blues 
Under the Stars ---Forsyth Park  
 
7:00PM    Eric Culberson  
8:15PM    Elliott And The Untouchables 
9:30PM    John Lee Hooker, Jr. 
 
11:00PM  After Festival Jam Session (Eric 
Culberson, Teddy Adams, others); Kokopelli’s 
- 107 W. Broughton- 912.231.8369 
 
 

Friday, September 28, 2007 --- Smooth and 
Saxy ---Forsyth Park  
(This evening is dedicated to the brave keepers of the 
flame:  Our U.S. Military Personnel)  
 

7:00PM      Between 9 And 7 Band 
8:15PM      Dee Lucas 
9:30PM      Yellowjackets w/ Eric Marienthal 
 

11:00PM            After Festival Jam Session 
(featuring local, regional, national artists);  
 Kokopelli’s - 107 W. Broughton- 
912.231.8369                        
                   
Saturday, September 29, 2007 “Beautiful 
City, Beautiful Music” ---Forsyth Park 

 
3:00PM     The Merit School of Music     
                  (Chicago, Il)  
4:30PM     University of North Florida Jazz  
                  Ensemble w/ Tim Hagans  
(Mr Hagan is a Courtois performer; performance 
is sponsored by Buffet-Crampon, USA)  
 
5:45PM     CJA Hall of Fame All-Stars 
 
Teddy Adams-Trombone, Ben Tucker- Bass, Eddie 
Pazant-alto sax, Ben Riley- drums, George Harper- 
tenor sax, Huxsie Scott- vocals. 
 
7:00PM      Ben Riley Trio Featuring pianist  
                   Kenny Barron  
8:15PM      Rashied Ali Quintet 
9:30PM      Vincent Herring with the Savannah 
Jazz Orchestra  
  
11:00PM          After Festival Jam Session 
(featuring local, regional, national artists);  
 Kokopelli’s - 107 W. Broughton- 
912.231.8369 
 
 
Sunday, September 30, 2007---Forsyth Park  

Savannah Youth Jazz Festival 
 
4:00PM            Savannah Arts Academy 
                         Skylite Jazz Band, &  "Ronald  
                         McDonald"  
 

5:00PM            CJA All-Stars                            
       

Sponsored by St. Joseph’s/Candler 
 
 

Rain Site:  Tiger Arena Stadium at 
Savannah State University 
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Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite Jazz Band 
 

The Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite Jazz Band has been delighting 
audiences around the area for years.  The band has performed with jazz greats 
Donald Byrd, Ravi Coltrane, Curtis Fuller, Jimmy Heath, Benny Goldson, 
Marcus Roberts, and many others.  Many of SJB students make All-State Jazz 
Band or Concert Band during their tenure at Savannah Arts Academy.  
Wednesday, September 26 @ 7:00PM; Armstrong Atlantic State 
University 

 
One Leg Up 
 

For the Django fanatics, there’s not a finer gypsy jazz band than One Leg Up.  A 
tight jazz ensemble from Asheville, North Carolina, they play Gypsy jazz with 
conviction, where the solos come fast and furious with a high level of sensual 
energy and instrumental wizardry. This “Parisian” style of jazz, sometimes called 
Gypsy Jazz or Hot Club,  is upbeat acoustic swing with a repertoire of 1920s, 30s, 
and 40s jazz standards, originals, modern jazz tunes, and of course, music from 
the book of guitarist/virtuoso Django Reinhardt.  Wednesday, September 26 @ 

8:15PM; Armstrong Atlantic State University 
 
Ben Tucker Trio Featuring Lynn Roberts 
 

To anchor the festival’s foray to the Southside of Savannah, we have chosen none other than the 
world renowned bassist, Ben Tucker.   As a jazz musician, Mr. Tucker is a true innovator and is 
recognized in every country that has popularized jazz among their citizens.  He is a noted 
composer of more than 300 songs and a recording artist who is known and loved throughout the 
world. "Devilette" recorded by Dexter Gordon (reissued this year on BlueNote Records) and " 
Right Here, Right Now" by Billy Taylor are just two of the many title songs that Ben has 
written. Ben's composition "Coming Home Baby is included on Michael's Buble's new album, 
Call Me Irresponsible, reached billboard's #1 album in the USA this year.  Consistently voted 
“Best Jazz Musician in Savannah,” Mr. Tucker brings his extraordinary talent to every 

performance. Wednesday, September 26 @ 9:30; Armstrong Atlantic State University 
 
Lynn Roberts  
 

Those who have been privileged to share many musical moments with Lynn Roberts, 
are grateful that she has prevailed as one of the few stars to bridge the decades. Her 
dedication and success have provided us with a legacy of an endless flow of wonderful 
music from the Big Band Era to the present. It takes only one short session with her to 
convince anyone, that Ms. Roberts is their favorite singer, and one of the super 
songbirds of all time. Performing with bassist, Ben Tucker.  Wednesday, 
September 26 @ 9:30; Armstrong Atlantic State University 

 
Eric Culberson Blues Band 
 

Every once in a while, an artist emerges from the Deep South and bursts fully mature upon 
the blues scene. Eric Culberson is one of those few. His style is unmistakably authentic, 
energetic, and blessed with sex appeal and charisma. He is a breath of fresh air for the blues. 
Mr. Culberson’s style of Blues is stalwart and steadfast-a combination which has always won 
him much acclaim in his hometown of Savannah, Georgia. Thursday, September 27 @ 
7:00PM; Forsyth Park. 
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Elliott and the Untouchables 
 

Elliott and the Untouchables, from Columbia, SC, perform the "real deal"... 
authentic, vintage blues. From jumpin' west coast swing numbers to burnin' slow 
blues and nasty slide guitar workouts, the Untouchables' repertoire is as diverse 
and powerful as the blues itself. The band has taken their high-energy show to 
clubs and festivals across the US including the House of Blues, Indiana’s Bean 

Blossom Blues Fest, Asheville NC’s Bele Chere Festival, and more. The Untouchables traveled to Ireland, 
opening for music legend Van Morrison at the Monaghan Blues Festival.  The band has released five CD’s on 
BluePoint Records.  Thursday, September 27 @ 8:15PM; Forsyth Park  
 

 
John Lee Hooker, Jr. 
 

Heir apparent to the Blues throne, John Lee Hooker, Jr. was born in Detroit -with Delta 
blues-filled blood running through his Motown veins. Mr. Hooker Jr. will strongly move all 
that hear him play and sing his style of down-and-dirty Chicago Blues! His songs are filled 
with spirit and passion.  His message is controversial and uncompromised. A style, he calls 
"two parts R&B, one part jazz and "down home blues," Hooker, Jr. is carrying on a century-
old family musical heritage - that he learned from his father John, Sr. - who in turn learned 
from his stepfather, Will Moore, a blues singer/guitarist who most influenced his guitar 
style.  Hooker, Jr. has shared the stage with legends such as BB King, Johnny and Edgar 
Winter, Lucky Peterson, Bo Diddley, Charlie Musselwhite, Koko Taylor, Johnny Johnson, 
Elvin Bishop, Ron Thompson, and Canned Heat to name a few.  Their non-stop touring 

across the country, and internationally has included countries like Poland, The Netherlands, Austria, Montenegro, 
Holland and Czechoslovakia as well as Canada, Norway, Germany, Australia, Lithuania, Switzerland, Italy, France, 
Belgium and more recently, Africa.  Legally, you have to be warned that the Blues is infectious and extremely 
contagious and the Savannah Jazz Festival cannot be held responsible for out-of-control behavior by listeners. 
Remember. . .   listen responsibly!      Thursday, September 27 @ 9:30PM; Forsyth Park  
 

Between 9&7  
 

Between 9 & 7 is some of the most tasteful and soulful Contemporary Jazz 
money can buy. Always delivering a charismatic performance, you can 
consistently depend on solid playing, exceptional players, great songs and a very 
cool vibe. They have performed with a wide spectrum of groups, from the Beach 
Boys to Public Enemy.  In the band’s smooth and funky original compositions, 
you can hear the influences from such sources as keyboardist extraordinaire, 
Bob James.  Friday, September 28 @ 7:00PM; Forsyth Park 

 
 

Dee Lucas 
 

Soprano saxophonist Dee Lucas is a 'true' self-taught musician, an ‘adult prodigy’ of 
sorts.  Although the 40-year old Atlantan did not pick up the instrument until the age of 
28, with self-reliance, determination, and discipline, Mr. Lucas has attained a level of 
professional musicianship in a 'fast-track' manner that commands the respect from both 
his listeners and musical peers. The result of his “playing from the heart” has stirred Mr. 
Lucas to develop his own unique style which is a career challenge for any artist.  During 
his short -but fast-growing- career Mr. Lucas has been tapped to open for such artists as 
Roy Ayers, Hugh Masakela, The Gap Band, Lalah Hathaway, and 5-time Grammy-
nominee Nneena Freelon. Friday, September 28 @ 8:15PM; Forsyth Park 
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The Yellowjackets with Eric Marienthal 
 

One exciting thing about the Yellowjackets is that each member of the 
group is an established headliner in their own right.  Coming to Savannah 
for a performance not to be missed are Russell Ferrante, Jimmy Haslip, 
Marcus Baylor and Eric Marienthal.  Mr. Marienthal is perhaps best 
known as the saxophonist who helped establish the sound of Chick 
Corea’s Elektric Band. Russell Ferrante has been the pianist of choice for 
numerous groups. He has played with Jimmy Witherspoon, Jim Pepper, 
Joe Farrell, Joni Mitchell, Bobby McFerrin, Robben Ford, Al Jarreau, 
Marilyn Scott, Kevyn Lettau, Ernie Watts, Sadao Watanabe, GRP Big 
Band, Lee Ritenour, Tom Scott, Take 6, Michael Franks, Eric Marienthal, 

and Brenda Russell." Jimmy Haslip’s bass is an integral part of the Yellowjackets sound. In addition to 
building the foundation upon which their songs are crafted, his thoughtful and often fiery solos are a high 
water mark of many Yellowjackets tracks.  Drummer. Marcus Baylor has set the musical beat for Cassandra 
Wilson, Kenny Garrett, Chick Corea, Freddie Hubbard, John Scoffield, Joshua Redman (Elastic Band), Greg 
Osby, Cyrus Chestnut, Stephon Harris, Junior Mance, Nicholas Payton, Lamont Johnson and East St. Louis 
native, Russell Gunn. Friday, September 28 @ 9:30PM; Forsyth Park 
 

Merit School of Music (Chicago, Il) 
 

Take a closer look at Merit’s Jazz Studies Program. Winner of the 29th Annual 
Downbeat Award for best Jazz Group in the Performing Arts High School Category, 
Merit’s jazz program is inspiring a new generation of musicians to explore and 
appreciate the vibrant dynamics of jazz music. The ensemble has performed for 
President Clinton, at the Chicago Jazz Fest and for many other organizations. Michael 
McLaughlin has been leading the Honors Jazz Ensemble since 1996.  Saturday, 

September 29 @ 3:00PM; Forsyth Park 
 
 

UNF Jazz Ensemble Features Tim Hagans 
 

For the 2007 Savannah Jazz Festival, The University of North Florida will be joined 
by BlueNote recording artist and virtuoso trumpeter, Tim Hagans.  Mr. Hagans is a 
man of many musical colors.  He joined Stan Kenton’s Band in 1974 and in 1977 
became a member of the Woody Herman Big Band.  Considered one of the more 
“adventurous” jazz players, he is much in demand for his skill & inventiveness.  He 
is able to magically express a chromatic layer of sound which distinguishes him 

from many other of the trumpet players currently on the scene. The UNF Jazz Ensemble I has won multiple 
awards and has been consistently recognized by such publications as Jazz Times, the Jazz Educators Journal, 
and Down Beat for its improvisational prowess and precision ensemble playing Performing with the 
University of North Florida Jazz Ensemble I.  Saturday, September 29 @ 4:30PM; Forsyth Park.  (Mr 
Hagan is a Courtois performer; performance is sponsored by Buf fet-Crampon, USA)  

 
CJA Hall of Fame All-Stars 
 

The Savannah/Coastal Jazz Association Hall of Fame All-Stars are symbolic of the strong Jazz 
legacy that Savannah has established over its long and poignant  history.  These talented artists 
were all unanimously inducted into the Savannah/CJA Hall of Fame for their contributions to 
jazz on local, national and international levels.  Inductees include: bassist-Ben Tucker; 
trombonist-Teddy Adams; saxophonists-George Harper and Eddie Pazant; drummer-Ben 
Riley; and vocalist-Huxsie Scott.  Saturday, September 29 @ 5:45PM; Forsyth Park. 
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Ben Riley Trio Featuring Kenny Barron 
 

Drummer Ben Riley has played with a virtual who’s –who in the jazz world, including 
Randy Weston, Mary Lou Williams, Sonny Rollins, Woody Herman, Stan Getz, Earl 
"Fatha" Hines, Andrew Hill, Hank Jones, Barry Harris and Clark Terry, Billy Taylor, 
Johnny Griffin – but he is best know for his long stint with the legendary Thelonious 
Monk.  From the late 70's through the 80's he performed and recorded extensively with 
the Ron Carter Quartet which included bassist Buster Williams and pianist Kenny Barron, 
whom Ben recommended for the band.   
 

Kenny Barron  is a living master of music. He is unmatched 
ability to mesmerize audiences with his elegant playing, sensitive 

melodies and infectious rhythms is what inspired the Los Angeles Times to name him 
"one of the top jazz pianists in the world" and Jazz Weekly to call him "The most lyrical 
piano player of our time."  Mr. Barron's creative, articulated and distinctive piano style 
comes from the Detroit school - Hank Jones, Tommy Flanagan and Wynton Kelly.  After 
spending years in the bands of Dizzy Gillespie and Stan Getz, and having co-founded 
Sphere with Ben Riley, he is able to master any modern-jazz setting in which he finds 
himself. Barron’s gift is finding a song’s equilibrium and providing exactly the touch 
required, whether it’s a dense harmonic cluster, a tricky Latin rhythm or an exhalation of 
frothy cadenzas. Saturday, September 29 @ 7:00PM; Forsyth Park 
 

Rashied Ali Quintet  
 

Rashied Ali is a survivor. Best known for replacing Elvin Jones as John Coltrane’s 
drummer of choice in the mid-sixties, Mr. Ali has sustained himself as a working, 
thriving musician right through to the present day. He is a progenitor and leading 
exponent of multidirectional rhythms/polytonal percussion.  In November 1965 John 
Coltrane decided to use a two-drummer format for a gig at the Village Gate; the 
percussionist “Trane” chose to complement the already legendary Elvin Jones was 
Rashied Ali. Thus began a musical odyssey whose reverberations are still felt in the 
music today. The rolling, emotion-piercing music generated by the Coltrane/Ali 

association is still being discussed, analyzed, reviewed and enjoyed in awe as the compact disc introduces the 
Mr. Ali to a new host of the sonically awareness. This band rarely plays outside of New York City, and is one 
of the more potent working quintets in jazz today.  Saturday, September 29 @ 8:15PM; Forsyth Park 
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Savannah Jazz Orchestra Featuring Vincent Herring 
 
Although still young, “Mr. Wizard” has already covered a lot of territory, both 
literally and figuratively. He has developed into a virtuoso with a voice that is 
uniquely intense and vigorous with energy and direction. Mr. Herrings 
virtuosity, accessibility and creativity has established him as a “musician’s 
musician.”  He is a player who has combined dedication, education and talent to 
forge an already remarkable career. He is considered one of the premier 

saxophonists of this generation of players. Mr. Herring has taken bands to Japan and Europe on several 
occasions and has appeared in nearly every major Jazz festival in the world. The Savannah Jazz 
Orchestra, co-lead by Randall Reese and Teddy Adams, is a 16-piece big band including trumpets, 
trombones, saxophones, piano, bass and drums.   Performing  together on Saturday, September 29 
@ 9:30PM; Forsyth Park 

 
Savannah Youth Jazz Festival 

Tyros & Titans 
 

Don’t miss Sunday’s events at Forsyth Park featuring Savannah Youth Jazz Festival with Savannah 
Arts Academy Skylite Jazz Band,  & special guest, "Ronald McDonald"   Sunday, September 30, 
2007 @ 4:00PM; Forsyth Park  Part of "Harmony For Humanity"  www.musicdays.org  
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