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Jazz: Live It -

13" Annual Musical
Salute To MLK

Featuring
The Savannah Jazz Orchestra &

Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite
Band
Tuesday, January 11
@ theJewish Educational Alliance
Open to the Public Admission is Free

The Jewish Educational Alliance will be
host to the Thirteenth Annual, “A Musical
Salute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” on
Tuesday, January 11" at 7:00 P.M. at the
Jewish
Educational
Alliance (5111
Abercorn St).

This year’'s
event is being

co-presented
by the Jewish

Educational
Alliance, the
Savannah Jewish Federation Community
Relations Council, the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Observance Day Association, the
Coastal Jazz Association, through a grant
from the City of Savannah’s Department
of Cultural Affairs. Portman’s Music
Superstore, Hands On Savannah and
MStar Arts are the event's sponsors.

continued on page 2
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Mike Wolk Jazz Group

Sunday, January 23rd 5pm
Savannah Westin Resort

The Mike Wolk Jazz Group -from
Charleston, SC- is a collaboration of
some of the most préessional anc
talented musicians in the Carolinas. Le
by Mike Wolk, a pianist/vocalist with 12
years of study in jazz and classice
music, the group plays music tha
swings, sounds cool, and has amg
harmony and melody.

Bandleader Wolk explains: *“I prefer
the structure of straight-ahead jazz as i
gives me a chance to play the line
phrases and licks that create al
emotional response from my banc
members and the audience.” Eve
popular, the group performs at a greal
variety of locations throughout the
southeast.

continued on page 2
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MLK Concert continued:

There will be a dessert

intermission

reception at

This very powerful event, which will feature
the Savannah Jazz Orchestra, co-led by Teddy
Adams and Randall Reese, & The Savannah
Arts Academy Skyelite Jazz Band, under the
baton of Terry Staten, is part of the official
Martin  Luther King, Jr. Observance
Celebration which pays tribute to the birth
and life of one of America’s great men of
freedom, justice and equality. The Savannah
Jazz Orchestra is comprised of the areas best
musicians and has backed some of the biggest
names in jazz, including: Benny Golson,
Jimmy Heath, Diane Schuur, Clark Terry and
Bobby Watson. They have performed at most
of the Savannah Jazz Festivals and their
annual Tribute to the Duke Ellington Concert
is a favorite among local jazz fans. The
Skyelite Jazz Band has traveled the globe
representing Savannah and has won many
awards and accolades.

The concert is free and open to the community
thanks to the support of the Savannah Jewish
Federation and a generous grant from the City

of Savannah.

So come hear some wonderful music as the
JEA plays host to a concert honoring one of
the great men of the twentieth century.

This will be an event for the whole community
to share. More info at www.coastal-jazz.org.
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Mike Wolk continued . . .

The group consists of Wolk on keys and vocals,
Brian Widlowski on drums, John Phillips on
saxes, and John F. Kennedy on bass. The
band members are working full time as
musicians which says a great deal about their
talent in these “lean” times. Together they
focus on a particular genre of jazz from the
40’s through the early seventies blending the
elements of swing, blues, New Orleans and
bebop. Some of the great players in this idiom
include Louis Jordon, Louis Prima, Joe
Williams and Dinah Washington.

The Mike Wolk Jazz Groupt the Westin Resort
(Hutchinson Island) on SundayJanuary 23rd

@ 5pm. Free for Coastal Jazz Association
members and $10 for non-members. Attendees
who join CJA while at the concert will also be
admitted for free.

For more info call: 912.920.1317 or go to
www.coastal-jazz.org

Chastity Brown

Tuesday, January 4 Sentient Bean,

Minneapolis-
based
songstress
Chastity
Brown
celebrates the
release of her
band's new = i
album, High i

Noon Teethfollowing hard on the heels of
2009's Sankofa and 2007'sDo The Best You
Can. Join Chastity and her Minneapolis band
on Tuesday, January 4 to help celebrate the
release! The event is also part of Chastity’s
Winter Southern Tour. January 4, Sentient

Bean, 13 E. Park Avenue. 8:00 p.mFree
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2" Annual Valentine’s Concert

Savannah Stompers
Sunday, February 13'- 5P™ @ Westin Harbor Resort

Kissy! Kiss! Kiss! It's time again for saying
those three little

words... "l love you!"

But now, say it with

food, wine and JAZZ.

And even better yet,

with the Savannah

Stompers Savannah’s

premier good time

band.

The SSJB was formed

in 1995. Their

traditional jazz sound ranges from New

Orleans, Chicago and Memphis to the West
Coast Revival movement of the late ‘30’s and
early ‘40’'s. The members are from varied

walks of life, including a practicing architect, a

pharmaceutical sales rep, and a Savannah
School District band director.

Recently Disney Studios contacted the SSJB
and ask them to perform some tunes and be
filmed for the new Miley Cyrus movie, The

Last Song. Subsequently, SSJB recorded 7

Come Celebrate Valentine’s Day with the
Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah
Sunday, February 13" at 5:00 P™
Westin Savannah Harbor on Hutchinson Is.

The event is free for CJA members and $10 fq
non-members. Join and admission is FREE

For more info call: 912.920.131

tunes to be considered for the film.

So, if you decide to catch the
Cyrus film, look hard at the
wedding reception scene.
You might catch a glimpse of
7 happy go lucky jazz
players (unless they wind up
“on the cutting room floor).

In the meantime, come enjoy

some great traditional jazz

with the Savannah
Stompers Jazz Band.

Larry’s Jazz Top 12

1. BILL O'CONNELL — Rhapsody In Blue
(Challenge)

2. CASSANDRA WILSON — Silver Pony
(BlueNote)

3. CLAYTON BROTHERS — The New Song And
Dance (ArtistShare)

4. CYRUS CHESTNUT — Journeys (JLP)

5. JAMES MOODY — Moody 4B (IPO)

6. JOE MAGNARELLI — My Old Flame
(Give@Go)

7. KEVIN EUBANKS — Zen Food (Mack Avenue)

8. LOUIS HAYES — Lou's Idea (American
Showplace)

9. PAMELA HINES — Moon Germs (Self)

10. PATRICK WILLIAMS — Aurora (ArtistShare)

11. RANDY WESTON — The Storyteller (Motéma)

12. RUSSELL MALONE — Triple Play (MAXJAZZ)
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The Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah presents
Jazz — Just Across the River

Robert Lewis Trio
Sunday, March 18 5:00
Westin Resort

Based in Charleston, SC, saxophonist /
composer/educator Robert Lewis is enjoying a
growing presence in the jazz community of the
South. In demand as an artist and clinician,
Robert performs both as a leader and as a
sideman. He is also the Director of Jazz
Studies at the College of Charleston, balancing

his career between performance and
education.

Robert's

most recent

album, "First

Takes," is as

part of a

collaborative

trio going by

the name
Lewis/Gregory/Wiltrout, featuring Gerald
Gregory on keyboards and organ, and Ron
Wiltrout on drums.

Robert and musical collaborator Frank
Duvall have released two critically acclaimed
cds of original music, Swagger and Fearless
Jones. Swagger was featured on the National
Public Radio program JazzSouth, voted in by
the committee with the highest score of any of
the featured albums that year.

Robert is lead alto saxophonist for the
acclaimed Charleston Jazz Orchestra, the
premier concert big band in the Charleston
area.

Robert is the bandleader and lead alto
saxophonist for the Darius Rucker Big Band.

He has been working with Darius (lead singer
of Hootie and the Blowfish) in shows featuring
the music of Frank Sinatra.

Robert was the winner of the 1998 “db” award

by Downbeat Magazine for “Best Jazz
Soloist,” chosen from thousands of applicants
around the country.

As Director of Jazz Studies at the College of
Charleston, Robert directs the Jazz Combo I,
teaches Jazz Theory, Jazz Composition and
private lessons on saxophone and jazz
improvisation. Under his leadership the

program has grown in both quality and

guantity of students. The program has

produced a number of working professional

musicians, as well as students winning
prestigious awards such as Betty Carter's Jazz
Ahead camp at the Kennedy Center.

The Robert Lewis Jazz Triat the Westin Resort
on Sunday, March 13" @ 5pm. Free for
Coastal Jazz Association members and $10 for
non-members. Attendees who join CJA while
at the concert will also be admitted for free.
For more info call: 912.920.1317 or go to
www.coastal-jazz.org
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The Word on Jazz .

African Rhythms: The Autobiography of Randy Weston

By Randy Weston, Willard Jenkins

The pianist, composer, and bandleader Randy
Weston is one of the
world’s most influential
jazz musicians and a
remarkable storyteller
whose career has
spanned five continents
and more than six
decades. He has made
more than forty albums
and performed
throughout the world.
Mr. Weston has been

inducted into the ASCAP Jazz Wall of Fame,

designated a Jazz Master by the National

Endowment for the Arts, and named Jazz

Composer of the Year three times by

DownBeatmagazine.

Packed with fascinating anecdotes,African
Rhythmsis Weston'’s life story, as told by him
to the music journalist Willard Jenkins. It
encompasses Weston’s childhood in
Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant
neighborhood—where his parents and other
members of their generation imbued him with
pride in his African heritage—and his
introduction to jazz and early years as a
musician in the artistic ferment of mid-
twentieth-century New York. His music has
taken him around the world: he has performed
in eighteen African countries, in Buddhist
temples and Shinto shrines, in the Canterbury
Cathedral, and at the grand opening of the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina: The New Library of
Alexandria.

Africa is at the core of Weston’s music and
spirituality. He has traversed the continent on
a continuous quest to learn about its musical
traditions, produced its first major jazz

festival, and lived for years in Morocco, where
he opened a popular jazz club, the African
Rhythms Club, in Tangier.

Weston'’s narrative is replete with tales of the
people he has met and befriended, and with
whom he has worked. He describes his unique
partnerships with Langston Hughes, the
musician and arranger Melba Liston, and the
jazz scholar Marshall Stearns, as well as his
friendships and collaborations with Duke
Ellington, Dizzy Gillespie, Coleman Hawkins,
Thelonious Monk, Billy Strayhorn, Max
Roach, Charlie Parker, Miles Davis, the
novelist Paul Bowles, the Cuban percussionist
Candido Camero, the Ghanaian jazz artist
Kofi Ghanaba, the Gnawa musicians of
Morocco, and many others. With African
Rhythms an international jazz virtuoso
continues to create cultural history.

Author, Willard Jenkins is an independent arts
consultant, producer, educator, and print and
broadcast journalist. His writing has been
featured in JazzTimes, DownBeat, Jazz Report,
Jazz Forum, All About Jazz, Jazzwise, and many
other publications. He contributed two chapters
to Ain’'t Nothing like the Real Thing: How the
Apollo Theater Shaped American
Entertainment.

Hardcover: Duke University Press, 352 pages
with 51 b&w photos; US$32.95
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On The Record . . .

Yolanda Duke

Many Moods

Vocalist Yolanda Duke supports the past,
present, and
future of the music
with the able help
of the former Tito
Puente Orchestra
on Many Moods
showing the
inherent power of
big band Latin
Jazz in the hands
of masters. Duke
reaches into the
Tito Puente

Orchestra’'s jazz roots with  several

interpretations of jazz standards, placed over

Latin rhythms.

The album is the culmination of a long-
standing dream that Yolanda shared with her
dearly-departed godfather and mentor King of
Latin  Music Tito Puente—putting her
personal touch on American standards and
Latin favorites in a Big Band setting. This is
the first Tito Puente's Orchestra recording
since Puente’s death.

Producers Jose Madera and Johnny Rodriguez
worked with La Duke to handpick this vibrant
collection of popular songs, including I've Got
You Under My Skin, Blue Moon, Misty,
Muchos Besos and a medley of Myrta Silva's
tunes. She duets with popular salsero Jose
Alberto 'El Canario’' on La Peleona, which was
first made famous by Machito and Graciela
over 30 years ago.

Over 30 musicians contributed their talents to
Many Moods, including most of her
bandmates from the Tito Puente Orchestra.
The production was comprised of piano, bass,
timbales, congas, bongos Drums, four
trumpets, four trombones, five saxophones,
four flutes, fourteen violins and backup

singers, bringing alive the custom
arrangements created by Madera, Ray Santos,
Marty Sheller and other arrangers to enhance

Yolanda's very personal interpretations of

these classics.

The flavorings of Latin jazz, Swing, Bolero,
Guaguanco, Salsa and Guaracha throughout
the CD give La Duke the perfect musical stage
to showcase her considerable range and
unique ability to breathe new life into these
timeless songs. Depending on which song you
are listening to, you will be inspired to dance,
sing along, mix yourself another drink....or all
three. Amigos Music

Cassandra Wilson
Silver Pony

Widely regarded as the top Jazz singer of her
generation (TIME magazine actually named
her "America's Best

Singer" in  recent

years), Grammy

winner Ms. Wilson has

been praised as an

innovator who has

reinvented the art

form and expanded its

boundaries time and

time again on such

albums as Blue Light

‘Til Dawn, New Moon Daughter, Traveling

Miles, Thunderbird and Loverly.

The sultry, smokey-voiced chanteuse breaks
new ground once again on her new album,
Silver Pony. A collection of live and studio
recordings that highlight the creative prowess
of a stellar band, the original idea behind
Silver Pony was to use excerpts from the live
shows as the genesis for further explorations in
the studio. Blending the two environments
leads to some truly inspirational moments and
brand new songs evolve as the band in the
studio continues to develop some of the same
themes initiated in live performances from
Warsaw, Seville, and Granada. Blue Note
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Charles & Diane Merrick
David & Maynett Breithaupt
Dick & Mary Bailey
Howard & Harriet Zabusky
Jim & Susan Anderson
John P. & Jackie Torell
Margaret Levin

Michael & Gail Siegel
Robert & Marcia Metzger
Roger & Beth Alford Jr
Stephen Gairn & Pat West
Thomas G & Ann Weiss
William & Nancy Hamilton

Bob & Fran Williams

Dr. Mrs. John West Jr.
Gerald & Shirley Owens
James & Joanna McPhee
James McKellar (Mr. & Mrs)
Joseph & Valeria Huszty
Judith Dinehart

Michael D. Allen

Michael Walton

Pat & Phyllis Carlino
Stanley and Peggy Harris

Let us know if you joined but your name is missing
by calling 912.920.1317

The Final Coda

Don Van Vliet, Captain Beefheart, 69
James Moody, saxophone, 85
Trudy Pitts, keyboard, 77

Music Knows No Boundries: Music is a Gift of
God. It is not bound by language, country,
religion . . . or even instruments

13" Annual Musical Salute To MLK
Featuring
The Savannah Jazz Orchestra &
Savannah Arts Academy Skyelite Band
Tuesday, January 11 @ the
Jewish Educational Alliance
Open to the Public Admission is Free

The Mike Wolk Jazz Group

Westin Resort on Sundayanuary 23rd @ 5pm. Free
for Coastal Jazz Association members and $10 for no
members

2% Annual Valentine’s Concert
Savannah Stompers

Sunday, February 13'- 5P™ @ Westin Harbor
Resort

Ben Tucker & Bob Alberti Play Jazz
Westin Aqua Star Room Hutchinson Island
Sunday Brunch /11 am - (912.201.2000)

The Jazz Corner
Hilton Head, SC (843.842.8620)
www.thejazzcorner.com

Claire Frazier And Frank Bright
'Vic's On The River' Restaurant
Every Other Thursday/Friday/Saturday 7-11°™

Friday Jazz At Blowin Smoke

Every Friday @ 6:30 to 9:30, Blowin’ Smoke features
the jazz trio “Interplay”

January 2011 . Coastal Jazz Asso ciation Noteworthy
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Savannah Music Festival March 24 — April 9
Jazz, Blues And The American Songbook

Béla Fleck debuts a collaboration with the Marcus Robert§rio; The Clayton Brothers and Ike Stubblefield's
Organ Trio; “Jazz Meets Brazil” with Dianne Reeves and guitaristChico Pinheiro; Master of New Orleans
R&B Allen Toussaint performs with guitarist & vocalist James Hunter; Michael Burks, Lucky Peterson &
Sherman Robertson unite as “Delta Guitar Slingers;” Sharon Jones& The Dap-Kings, the nine-piece
Brooklyn collective, makes its Savannah debut

For the first time ever, jazz pianist Marcus Roberts and 8 trio — which features Jason Marsalis on drums
and Rodney Jordan — team up with the phenomenal cross-genrarjo player Béla Fleck for another “only-in-
Savannah” collaboration. Master musicians/educators

The Clayton Brothers showcase intricate arrangements, cohes grooves and engaging, inventive solos on a
unique double-bill with Ike Stubblefield’s Organ Trio joined by trombonist Wycliffe Gordon and trumpeter
Marcus Printup. Grammy Award-winning vocalist Dianne Reevesand Brazilian guitarist Chico Pinheiro set
capture the sheer breadth of global influences in jazz wh the only-in-Savannah production “Jazz Meets
Brazil”.

Authentic New Orleans R&B and blue-eyed soul come togethén the pairing of Rock n’ Roll Hall-of-Famer
Allen Toussaint with British R&B singer and guitarist James Hunter, and a one-of-a-kind gathering of three
powerful bluesmen takes place when Michael Burks, Luckyeterson and Sherman Robertson converge to
form the Delta Guitar Slingers.

Steeped within the gilded and gritty sounds of gospel, soand funk, the nine-piece Brooklyn collective
Sharon Jones & The Dap-Kings — veterans of such renowned was as the Apollo Theater, Beacon Theater,
Lollapalooza and Bonnaroo — will electrify concertgoers on openingight with their authentic, heart-felt
sound. Maceo Parker and his acclaimed funk orchestra close otlte festival on April 9th with two shows in
the 300-seat Charles H. Morris Center.

A powerhouse double-bill featuring two of the great harp masters in the blues idiom, James “Superharp”
Cotton and Jerry Portnoy, closes out the 2011 SMF. 75-year old Grammy®inning Cotton is the only
musician alive who played with Sonny Boy, Howlin® Wolf and Muddy Waers; Chicago native Jerry Portnoy
is a former member of Eric Clapton's All-Star Blues Band.

Singer/guitarist John Pizzarelli and his wife Jessica Mokkey, will offer five performances of “The Heart of a
Saturday Night”, a rich and refined cabaret program. The music 6 Sondheim, Gershwin, Berlin, Ellington
and Basie are woven together with works by Joni Mitchell and Tom Waitset al.

Open to the public in Savannah and webcast live for viewsrfrom across the country, the 2011 Swing Central
Competition Rounds feature twelve of the most hard-swingg high school jazz bands from around the
country. The Finale of the competition will be celebratedvith a SMF original production devoted to Duke
Ellington’s small band music, featuring some of the world'dinest stewards of swing.

Additional jazz artists featured in
the SMF lineup are: pianists Bill
Charlap and Renee Rosnes;
saxophonist Houston Person; and
percussionists  Jason  Marsalis,
Hans-Kristian Sgrenson and Joe
Craven.

For more information, visit www.savannahmusicfestival.org Purchases of four concerts or more made before
January 8th receive a 10% discount.

8

January 2011 . Coastal Jazz Asso ciation Noteworthy +  www.coastal-jazz.org ¢ To Advertise CALL:  912.920.1317




Become a member of the Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah arefjin to enjoy the benefits of
belonging to a successful organization dedicated to the presation, scholarship, and promotion
of jazz in the Coastal Empire.

The Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah is a non-profit (501)(c)(8)ganization and is open to
everyone. Members will become a part of our constantly updatedathbase of information and will
be able to take advantage of many events, offers, promotions and adi®$ that are organized,
promoted and supported on a regular basis by CJA-S

JOIN NOW! JOIN NOW!

As a member of CJA-S, you will receive thé&loteworthynewsletter, which is mailed 12 times a year,
free admission into our monthly concert series, email remirets of upcoming events. You will also
be supporting the week-long Savannah Jazz Festival which is offered ey&eptember free of charge.

CJA also administers the Jazz Scholarship Fund which awardslition assistance to college students
for their continued education in jazz studies.

In addition to all the many benefits that a Coastdlazz Association of Savannah
membership provides, you will know that you are tdluting to the support of jazz in
your community.
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James Moody

Born Savannah
Georgia

March 26, 1925
Died

December 9th 2010

Photo by Tom Pichnea

10

January 2011 . Coastal Jazz Asso ciation Noteworthy +  www.coastal-jazz.org ¢ To Advertise CALL:  912.920.1317



