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The 2011 Savannah Jazz Festival 
 

September 18th – 25th 
 
 

 
Sunday, September 18th  5-8:   Jam Session led 
by Teddy Adams  @  Blowin’ Smoke 
  
Monday, September 19th  7-9:   Film “NINETY 
MILES”  (cosponsored by Concord Music 
Group and Psychotronic Film Society) @ 
Blowin’ Smoke  
  
Tuesday, September 20th  7-10:  Howard Paul 
Quartet w/Scott Giddens & Jody Espina @ 
Blowin’ Smoke 
  
Wednesday, September 21st  7-10:  George Petit 
4 & Bob Masteller & Jazz Corner Quintet @ 
Blowin’ Smoke  
  
Thursday, September 22nd  7-11:  “Blues 
on the Green” @ Forsyth Park 
  
            *Bottles and Cans 
 *Eric Culberson 
 *Super Chikan 
 
  *11:00: Blues& BBQ Jam at Blowin’ Smoke 
 
  
Friday, September 23rd  6-11: Evening 
Jazz in the Park @ Forsyth Park 
  
            *Sharp 5  
            *Huxie Scott & Friends featuring     
                   CJA  Hall of Fame Members 
 *Stan Killian Quartet  
 *University of North Florida Jazz  
                   Ensemble  w/Allan Harris 
  
*11:00: Jazz Jam @ Blowin’ Smoke  
  

 
 
Saturday, September 24th  4-11: “Jazz 
Picnic in the Park” @ Forsyth Park 
  
     *Jazz Composers Sextet (��������	��������	��������	��������	 ) 

          Robert Lewis, Sax  CofC 
          Randall Reese, Sax AASU 
          Bill Schmid, Trumpet GSU 
          Dave Springfield, Piano VSUCofC 
          Frank Duvall, Bass CofC 
          Steve Primatic. Drums AASU 
           
     *JB Scott/Lisa Kelly Quintet  
     *Deborah Brown Quartet  
     *The Savannah Jazz Orchestra featuring     
          Wycliffe Gordon & Ron Wilkins 
     *Pat Martino Trio w/Pat Bianchi (B3) and    
          Shawn Hill (Drums) 
  
*11:00: Saturday Night Jam  @ Blowin’ Smoke 
  
Sunday, September 25th  4-6:  Children’s Jazz 
Festival 
  
           *Savannah Arts Academy Starlite Jazz  
                 Band  
            *CJA Allstars 

 
Thanks to  

 
 
 
 

 
 

ALL EVENTS ARE FREE !!! 
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S a v a n n a h  J a z z  F e s t i v a l   
September 18th  – 25th  

 
 “Blues on the Green” Thursday, 
September 22nd  @ Forsyth Park 
 

Super Chikan 
9:30 p.m. 
 

James "Super Chikan" Johnson is a 
Blues Music 

Award 
winning 

American 
blues musician, 
artist and 
guitar maker 

based in 
Clarksdale, 

Mississippi. He 
is the nephew of fellow blues musician Big 
Jack Johnson. 
  
Mr.  Johnson was born in Darling, Mississippi 
on February 16, 1951. He spent his childhood 
moving from town to town in the Mississippi 
Delta and working on his family's farms. He 
was very fond of the chickens on the farm, and 
before he was old enough to work in the fields, 
he would walk around talking to them. This 
led his friends to give him the 
nickname "Chikan Boy". At an early age, 
Johnson got his first rudimentary musical 
instrument, a "Diddley Bow", which was 
simply a piece of wood with a piece of baling 
wire stretched from end to end. As he grew up, 
he came up with new ways to improve and 
vary the sounds he could make with it, and 
finally, in 1964, at the age of thirteen, he 
bought his first guitar, an acoustic model that 
had only two strings, from a Salvation Army 
store in Clarksdale. 
 

When older, he began driving a truck for a 
living. During the long stretches on the road, 
he began composing songs. When he showed 
some of the songs to his friends, they convinced 

him to record them. He started playing with 
some renowned local musicians, but decided he 
would rather perform on his own than try to 
conform to the style of his band-mates.  
 

In 1997 he released his debut album, Blues 
Come Home to Roost, influenced by such 
musicians as Muddy Waters, John Lee 
Hooker, and Chuck Berry. Subsequently he 
release What You See in 2000, Shoot That 
Thang in 2001, Chikan Supe  in 2005, Sum Mo 
Chikan in 2008, and Chikadelic in 2009, which 
was awarded the 2010 Blues Music Award for 
Traditional Blues Album.  
 

Welcome To Sunny Bluesville, Super Chikan's 
latest CD,  features both Chikan solo and with 
his band, The Fighting Cocks. 
  

In the Clarksdale area, "Super Chikan" is 
probably best-known for performing regularly 
at Morgan Freeman's Ground Zero blues club, 
and for being Freeman's favorite blues 
performer. He has toured and performed at 
festivals in Africa, Iceland, Japan, UK, 
Denmark, Canada, Mexico, Finland, France, 
Italy, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Russia and Switzerland, and has performed 
for the President of the United States. He was 
recently nominated by the Blues Foundation, 
for his second year in a row, the Blues Music 
Awards for BB King Entertainer of the Year 
and Traditional Male Blues Artist. 
 

Last year, he was honored with four 
nominations, including BB King Entertainer of 
the Year, Song of the Year for "Fred's Dollar 
Store", Traditional Blues Male Artist, and he 
won the BMA for Traditional Blues Album of 
the Year for Chikadelic. He was previously 
nominated for the Best New Artist Blues Music 
Award in 1998, and has received five Living 
Blues Critics Awards. In 2004, “Super 
Chikan” received the Mississippi Governor�s 
Award for Excellence in the Arts. 
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Eric Culberson 
8:15 p.m. Thursday, September 22nd  @ 
Forsyth Park 
 

Every once in a while, an artist emerges from 
the Deep South 
and bursts fully 
mature upon the 
Blues scene. Eric 
Culberson is one 
of those few. His 
style is 

unmistakably 
authentic, 

energetic, and blessed with sex appeal and 
charisma. He is a breath of fresh air for the 
blues. Eric hails from Savannah, Georgia, 
where he started out working the usual club 
circuit. Soon Eric and his band became a local 
phenomenon. It was just a matter of time 
before he was introduced to Bob Greenlee at 
Kingsnake Records. One trip to the Kingsnake 
studios in Sanford, Florida, and Eric was 
signed and recording his first Kingsnake 
release, “Blues is my Religion” which went to 
#24 nationally on the Blues charts.  �
 

Bottles and Cans 
7:00 p.m. Thursday, September 22nd  @ 
Forsyth Park 
 

Bottles N Cans is a hometown favorite that 
has an 

impressive 
resume, not to 
mention an 

incredible 
sound!  Local 

Weekly 
Entertainment 

magazine, 
Connect 

Savannah 
describes Bottle and Cans as "One of the most 
entertaining bands to watch in this town, these 
guys hardly shift from their spots on stage, but 
it's the mixture of intense concentration and 

seemingly effortless flippancy with which they 
ply their rotgut, Tom Waits/Howlin' Wolf-
inspired trash can blooze rawk swing  
that is mesmerizing.��
�

They get down deep into their grab bag of 
original & obscure songs, and don’t come up 
until they’ve had their way with them.”  
 

The five members of Bottles and Cans are 
Jason Gecik on drums/vocals, Josh Safer on 
drums, Ringo Yatzek on saxophone, Mike 
Walker on bass, Marty Ellis on 
harmonica/vocals and Ray Lundy on 
guitar/vocals. These guys will make your feet 
tap, your head bob, and make you feel really 
groovy with their bluesy, jazzy, jamming 
sound. 
 
 

Friday Evening Jazz in the Park 
Friday, September 23rd  6-11: @ Forsyth Park 
 

University of North Florida Jazz 
Ensemble   featuring Allan Harris 
9:30 p.m. Friday, September 23rd @ Forsyth 
Park 
 

Allan Harris  is 
a world-class 
singer, guitarist 
and songwriter.  
Perhaps best 
known for his 
interpretations of 
jazz standards, 
mr. Harris’ smooth vocals and guitar-styling 
easily crosses genres, from jazz to rock to 
blues. 
 

Three-time winner of the New York Nightlife 
Award for "Outstanding Jazz Vocalist”, Tony 
Bennett calls Mr. Harris "my favorite singer" 
and The New York Times' Stephen Holden 
raves about "the protean talent that is Allan 
Harris."  Allan has cultivated a global 
following, playing for packed audiences and 
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received outstanding reviews throughout the 
United States, Europe, Russia and the Far 
East.  He is regularly featured at the world’s 
great music festivals, e.g. Jazz Aspen, Wien 
Jazz Festival in Austria and the Umbria Jazz 
Festival in Italy. 
 

Allan’s Harris’s artistry transcends his diverse 
vocal performances.  Harris has composed 
“Cross That River”, a full-scale musical 
celebrating the Old West as told through the 
words and music of a black cowboy, and has 
received a prestigious Chamber Music 
America Grant for that work.  The theatrical 
production of “Cross That River” played to 
rave reviews during the 2009 New York 
Musical Theater Festival and is currently in 
pre-production for a long-term run in early 
2011.  Several original songs from “Cross That 
River” are also frequently featured in The 
Allan Harris Band’s concert performances. 
 

In addition to music, Allan is passionate about 
giving back.  He is a long-time supporter of the 
Children’s Miracle Network (helping to raise 
funds for children’s hospitals), and has 
performed many times alongside Vince Gill 
and Amy Grant at the Challenge Aspen Gala, 
an annual charity concert/golf tournament to 
benefit military service people who have 
sustained disabilities. 
 

As a Gibson Guitar featured artist, Mr. Harris 
can frequently be found rehearsing at the 
Gibson Hit Factory, and enjoys playing the top 
music clubs in his hometown of New York 
City. 
 

The University of North Florida Jazz 
Ensemble, under the direction of JB Scott, is 
the flagship ensemble of the prestigious 
University of North Florida Jazz Studies 
Program, headed by legendary alto 
saxophonist Bunky Green.  Jazz Ensemble I 
has won numerous group and individual 
awards and has been consistently recognized 
by such publications as Cadence, Jazz Times, 
Jazz Educators Journal and DownBeat for its 

improvisational prowess and precision 
ensemble playing. The band has received 
performance awards from DownBeat each 
year since 2002, and has been invited to 
perform at prestigious jazz festivals in both the 
U.S. and in Europe.   
 
Stan Killian 
 

8:15 p.m. Friday, September 23rd @ Forsyth 
Park 
 

 The Texas-born, New York-
based tenor saxophonist Stan 
Killian is the latest in a long 
line of saxophonists blessed 
with the legendary “Texas 
Tenor” sound – from Arnett 
Cobb and James Clay to 
Wilton Felder and Illinois 
Jacquet; all master hornsmen 
who played with a big-toned, 
bravura sound of wide open 
spaces that covers the blues, the 
bayou, bop, the past, and the present. 
 
It’s been said that they do everything big in 
Texas and the evolution of Stan Killian’s 
career confirms that old saying. Born in 1978, 
Killian’s professional career started when he 
was sixteen, gigging with his father Joe Killian 
in the San Antonio area. His father worked in 
the bands of Texas tenor greats Don 
Wilkerson, Clifford Scott and Jimmy Ford. 
Stan Killian, inspired by the tenor sounds of 
Coleman Hawkins, Ben Webster, Dexter 
Gordon, Sonny Stitt, and Johnny Griffin, 
graduated from high school in 1997 and then 
attended Texas State University in San 
Marcos, where he studied saxophone and 
improvisation with teachers John Mills and 
James Polk (former arranger and composer 
for the Ray Charles Orchestra).  
Killian later free-lanced in the Austin music 
scene, performed as a side-musician with 
various local bands, and after his twenty first 
birthday, Killian recorded his first CD, 
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Straight Ahead which featured Austin trumpet 
legend Martin Banks. Killian then moved to 
Houston to lead his own group and work with 
guitarist Clayton Dyess, who had performed 
with Nat Adderley, Dizzy Gillespie, Arnett 
Cobb, and Joe Pass. In 2002, Killian recorded 
his sophomore CD, Deep Down, which 
featured Dyess, Joe Killian, and Houston drum 
legend G.T Hogan. Stan’s playing during this 
period, especially his consistent emphasis on 
tone, reflects his early influences, the full-
bodied tenor sounds of Coleman Hawkins and 
Ben Webster. It was also in Houston where he 
became a founding member of the jazz-
Brazilian group, Com Voce. 
 

In 2006, he moved to the East Coast and 
immediately became a top call saxophonist in 
the bustling Baltimore and Washington, DC 
jazz scenes. While in the Mid Atlantic area, he 
studied with modern jazz masters Gary 
Thomas and Larry Willis.  

 
Huxsie Scott & Friends featuring  
CJA  Hall of Fame Members 
7:00 p.m. Friday, September 23rd  @ Forsyth 
Park 
 

A native of Savannah, Georgia, Huxsie Scott 
is regarded as one of the greatest jazz/blues 

artists ever to live 
and perform in the 
Savannah Coastal 
Area. 
 
Ms.  began her career 
as a jazz vocalist in 
1973. During the next 
fourteen years she 
performed with 
many of the area’s 
premiere jazz 
ensembles and 

symphony 
orchestras. She was a 

featured opener for such jazz greats as the late 
Lionel Hampton and McCoy Tyner. She was 

the original vocalist for the Savannah Jazz 
Orchestra and worked for a number of years 
as the vocalist for jazz great and savannah 
resident, bassist Ben Tucker. 
In 1987 she went back to her roots , singing 
Gospel and Inspirational music.  She has 
recorded three full Gospel projects and is 
featured on several other recordings. 
She has performed in many states and has also 
taken her gift of song to the beautiful 
Caribbean country of Barbados.  Ms. Scott 
sang the title song for the 1996 Olympic 
Yachting event with composer, Jeffrey Reid 
and was the bronze medalist for the 2004 
American Traditions Competition in 
Savannah. 
 

In 2004 she was inducted into the Savannah 
Tribune Gospel Hall Of Fame and was voted 
Best Female Contemporary Gospel Artist by 
the listeners of WSOK. 
 

In 2005 Ms. Scott was inducted into the 
Coastal Jazz Association's Hall of Fame and 
2007-received the King-Tisdale Foundation's 
award for Fine Arts. 
 

Huxsie has added "Radio Announcer" to the 
things that she currently does as she is an 
announcer for WSOK radio (1230 AM) on 
Sunday afternoons.  
 

Sharp 5 (From Israel) 
5:45 p.m. Friday, September 23rd  @ Forsyth 
Park 
 

Sharp 5 was established this year for the Red 
Sea Jazz Festival. 
 

Sharp 5 is made up of Thelma Yellin on tenor 
sax, guitar, piano, bass and drums, 
Yonatan Guedj on tenor sax, Alon Melaver on 
guitar, Iftah Kary on piano and 
Tav Golan on bass.  
 

Sharp 5 is a traditional Hard-Bop quintet who 
plays the music of Benny Golson, Wes 
Montgomery and Amit Golan among others. 
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 “Jazz Picnic in the Park”   
Saturday, September 24th  4-11 @ 
Forsyth Park 
       

Pat Martino  
9:30 p.m.. Saturday, September 24th  @ Forsyth 
Park 
 

Philadelphia guitar legend Pat Martino  
began playing professionally in 1961. He has 
performed with a wide variety of artists 
including Sonny Stitt, Gene Ammons, Richard 
Groove Holmes, John Handy, Bobby 

Hutcherson, Chick 
Corea, Jack McDuff, 
Don Patterson, 
Stanley Clark, Eric 
Kloss, Trudy Pitts, 
Willis Jackson, Lloyd 
Price, Woody 
Herman, Chuck 
Israels, Charles 
Earland, Barry Miles 
and Joe Pesci. Since 
1967, Pat has been 
touring as a leader. He 
is an iconic figure in 
modern jazz and has 

influenced countless guitarists of all genres of 
modern music. 
 
He has been a Recording Artist for Vanguard, 
Prestige, Warner Brothers, Muse, Columbia, 
King, Paddlewheel, Evidence, Sony, 32 Jazz, 
High Note, Milestone, Polydor, Concord, 
Fantasy, House of Blues, Mythos, Mainstream, 
Cobblestone, Atlantic and, most currently, 
Blue Note Records.  
Pat is a long time faculty member of 
University of the Arts in Philadelphia, PA, and 
teaches Master Classes and workshops 
throughout the world. 
 
Since the mid 1990s, Pat has received the 
following awards: 
 

1995 Mellon Jazz Festival / Dedicated in 
Honor 
1996 Philadelphia Alliance "Walk of Fame 
Award" 
1997 National Academy of Recording Arts & 
Sciences "Songs from the Heart Award" 
2002 Grammy nominations for Best Jazz 
Instrumental Album, "Live at Yoshi's", and 
Best Jazz Instrumental Solo on 'All Blues' 
2002 National Academy of Recording Arts & 
Sciences "2nd Annual Heroes Award" 
2003 Grammy nominations for Best Jazz 
Instrumental Album, "Think Tank", and best 
Jazz Instrumental Solo on 'Africa'. 
2004 Guitar Player of the Year, Downbeat 
Magazine's 2004 Reader's Poll  .  (Pat Martino 
is a Benedetto Artist) 
 
The Savannah Jazz Orchestra featuring 
Wycliffe Gordon & Ron Wilkins 
7:45 p.m.. Saturday, September 24th  @ Forsyth 
Park 
 

World renown, Wycliffe 
Gordon (born in 
Waynesboro, Georgia) is a 
jazz trombonist 
extraordinaire. Just to 
make things interesting, he 
also plays didgeridoo, 
trumpet, tuba, piano and 
sings. 
 
In 1995, he re-orchestrated the theme song for 
NPR's All Things Considered. Gordon's is the 
third version of the easily recognized tune, 
first penned by Don Voegeli in 1976. 
 
Mr. Gordon came from a strongly religious 
background (his father was a church organist) 
that influenced the early direction of his music. 
He became interested in jazz at thirteen 
inspired by an aunt's music collection. His 
interest at that time was mostly the earlier 
musicians like Louis Armstrong.   His early 
works as a professional were with Wynton 
Marsalis, but in recent years he has expanded 
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beyond swing and has experimented with new 
instruments. The strongest example of this 
might be The Search where he plays 
didgeridoo and does Thelonious Monk songs.  
 
Ron Wilkins  is based in San Antonio, Texas 
and attended North Texas State University 

(now the University of 
North Texas). He received 
his Master of Music 
Performance Degree (Jazz 
Emphasis) from Texas 
State University in San 
Marcos, Texas.  Ron 
played in the United Sates 
Air Force and was a 
member of the USAF 
Band of the West, where 
he was a featured 
instrumentalist and 

vocalist.   
 
Mr. Wilkins diversified career has led to 
performances with the San Antonio Symphony 
and Festival Orchestra, the Austin Symphony, 
the Austin Pops Orchestra, the Mid-Texas 
Symphony, the Victoria Texas Symphony, the 
Temple (TX) Symphony Orchestra, and the 
Flint (MI) Symphony Orchestra, where he was 
twice a guest artist for their summer pops 
concert series.  Ron currently plays tuba and 
bass trombone with the Capitol of Texas Brass 
Quintet and the Riverbend Brass.   
 
Ron has performed with Jerry Lewis, Bob 
Hope, Lena Horne, Ray Charles, Rosemary 
Clooney, “Dizzy” Gillespie, Aretha Franklin, 
and other well-known entertainers.  As a noted 
jazz musician, Ron performs with his group 
(the Ron Wilkins 4-Tet) in the San 
Antonio/Austin area and toured Russia for two 
weeks with Russian classical and jazz virtuoso 
pianist, Valeri Grokovski.   
 
Ron is an Edwards Trombone artist and 
clinician.  He released his first CD (“Tribute to 
the Masters”) in 2000, has a second CD with 

former Ringling Brothers Circus trombonist, 
Bill Gibson (“The Bundee Brothers Bone 
Band”-2005,) and is finishing his third CD, 
“The Sleeper has Awakened.” 
 
The Savannah Jazz Orchestra, heralded 
as the Coastal Empire's premier jazz 
ensemble,  presents the exciting sounds of 
modern and traditional big band music.  Co-
led by Randall Reese and Teddy Adams, SJO 
is a 16-piece profestional big band that is 
comprised of top-notch free lance musicians in 
the Coastal Empire. The large ensemble 
includes trumpets, trombones, saxophones, 
piano, bass, drums and fabulous vocals.    The 
ensemble proudly features the music of many 
regional and national composers & arrangers.  
 

Deborah Brown 
6:30 p.m.. Saturday, September 24th  @ Forsyth 
Park 
 

Deborah Brown is one of the finest jazz 
vocalists in the business, a "singer's singer" 
with a magnificent voice and mind-boggling 
technique.  
 

Despite being very 
possibly one of the 
greatest jazz singers of 
all time, due to her own 
travel preferences she is 
less well known in the 
U.S. than in Europe and 
internationally. 
Perhaps the reason for 
her "missing in action" 
status is that, while born 
and raised in Kansas 
City, Missouri., where 
she currently resides, 
Brown relocated to Europe for a considerable 
time, where she was a teacher and mentor, 
while traveling worldwide on concert tours. 
  
While less well known in the U.S., she has 
acquired an "insiders" reputation as one of the 
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best in the business. Her skill and versatility is 
demonstrated by her work, often on record, 
with large studio orchestras including the 
Netherlands' Metropole Orchestra, and in 
the intimate setting of duos—among the 
latter being sessions with pianists Dorothy 
Donegan, Roger Kellaway and Cedar 
Walton, as well as trombonist Slide 
Hampton.  
 

Among other artists with whom she has 
recorded are Clark Terry, Jan Lundgren, 
and the Doky Brothers, appearing on their 
self-titled 1996 album for Blue Note Records. 
Brown has also worked in a musical-literary 
setting, recording A Lover's Question with 
the noted African American author James 
Baldwin. Her quartet Jazz 4 Jazz featured 
Horace Parlan, Red Mitchell (or 
alternatively bassist Hein van de Geijn and 
Ed Thigpen). Other artists with whom 
Brown has appeared include Benny Bailey, 
Kenny Drew, Harry "Sweets" Edison, 
Johnny Griffin, Roy Hargrove, Ernst 
Reijseger, Bobby Shew, and Toots 
Thielemans.  
 
The very fact that these outstanding 
instrumentalists chose to work with her 
further confirms the assessment of her 
exceptional status as a jazz singer. 
(AAJ.com) 
 
 

JB Scott/Lisa Kelly Quintet 
5:15 p.m.. Saturday, September 24th  @ Forsyth 
Park 
 
Both Lisa Kelly and J.B. Scott are – like all the 

members of their 
band – highly 

proficient 
professionals who 
play their jazz with a 
verve and polish 
that’s rare today. 
Vocalist Kelly and 

trumpeter  Scott, began what has become a 
long and successful musical partnership with a 
performance together in 1997 at the legendary 
Montreux Jazz Festival in Montreux, 
Switzerland. They have since appeared 
nationally and abroad as featured soloists, as 
leaders of their groups, the Kelly/Scott Quintet 
(Classic Mainstream Jazz), JB Scott's Swingin’ 
Allstars (Chicago  Swing/New Orleans Style 
Jazz), as co-founding leaders of Florida Jazz 
Plus (10/20-piece Big Band), as featured 
members of the St. Johns River City Band 
(10/20-piece Big Band), and as guest 
artists/clinicians with college and professional 
jazz ensembles and music orchestras.  
 

Their popularity is a result of consistently 
presenting high level, expressively swinging 
Jazz, with top notch musicians, in an authentic 
and entertaining delivery. The likable 
chemistry between these two artists lies in the 
balance of sharing their creative strengths: 
Kelly's sophisticated stage presence and song 
styling, Scott’s humor and total command of 
his instrument. With a smooth, clear toned, 
richly timbered signature voice reminiscent of 
Sarah Vaughan, Julie London, and Diana 
Krall, Lisa Kelly sings with a natural style of 
soulfulness and intimacy. Her three octave 
range, incredible pitch, intuitive sense of 
swing, and instrumental approach allows her 
the freedom to explore the music as a horn 
player, with a sensitive delivery of lyric and an 
skillful "Ella" like scat. The hard swinging, 
soulful lines of trumpeter JB Scott, a la 
Freddie Hubbard meets Clark Terry meets 
Dizzy Gillespie, skillfully reflect his level of 
experience and versatility of style.  
 

From years spent playing in the clubs of New 
Orleans and Miami to stages around the 
world, on trumpet or on flugelhorn, Scott’s 
masterful interpretive style is sassy, grooving, 
fiery, and beautifully sensitive, frequently 
articulated through affluent vocal scatting. 
Together, Kelly and Scott are wonderfully 
engaging and appealing to audiences of all 
ages.   
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Jazz on Film 
 

Ninety Miles 
Festival Film  
Monday, September 19th  7:00 p.m. 
(Darkness) @ Blowin’ Smoke 
 

This acclaimed film will be shown at the 
Savannah Jazz Festival on Monday, 
September 19th at Blowin’ Smoke. It is being 
cosponsored by Concord Music Group and 
Psychotronic Film Society. 

 
 The documentary 
chronicles the jazz 
recording (also titled 
Ninety Miles) that 
vibraphonist Stefon 
Harris, saxophonist 
David Sanchez and 
trumpeter Christian 
Scott made in 
Havana, Cuba, with 
pianists Rember 

Duharte and Harold López-Nussa and their 
quartets.  
 
All distance is relative, especially where 
geopolitical borders and ideologies are involved. 
We speak one language, they speak another. We 
follow our system, they follow theirs. When we 
focus on the differences, a relatively short stretch 
of land or water starts to look like a yawning 
chasm. But when we look at each other as 
individuals and focus on the similarities, that 
"chasm" is actually a very short distance. Less 
than a hundred miles. Musicians - especially jazz 
musicians, whose craft is in many ways an 
improvised form of communication - understand 
this principle inherently, perhaps better than 
any politician or diplomat could ever hope to.  
 
Recorded entirely in Havana, Cuba, with the 
help of some highly talented Cuban players - 
pianists Rember Duharte and Harold López-
Nussa, each leading their own quartets - the film 
examines the fascinating chemical reaction that 

takes place when musicians from different 
cultures come together and converse in a 
common language that transcends mere words.  
 
Ninety Miles is a snapshot of the rehearsals just 
prior to the 2010 performance.  
 
The recording is also a clear statement about the 
power of music to unite in ways that politics and 
diplomacy can't. "The arts can lead the way, 
because they are the universal language," says 
John Burk, Chief Creative Officer of Concord 
Music Group. "And music is certainly one of the 
most powerful forces within the arts. You can 
change someone's life in five minutes with the 
right piece of music. I don't know of any other 
art form that can do that. This record does 
illustrate a way - or at least the ability - for 
people to work together despite differences." 
 
 

Howard Paul Quartet w/Scott  
Giddens & Jody Espina 
  
Tuesday, September 20th  7:00 p.m. @ Blowin’ 
Smoke 
 

Savannah guitarist Howard Paul has 
maintained something of 
a double life. After years 
in the military and in 
business, he has played 
clubs, campuses and 
festivals around the world 
with such guitar greats as 
Bucky Pizzarelli, Howard 
Alden (both seven-string 
players themselves), Joe 
Beck, Jimmy Bruno and 
has recorded with such 
jazzers as flautist Ali 
Ryerson and piano legend Bob James. He 
also partnered with renowned guitar maker 
Bob Benedetto to form Benedetto Guitars, 
Inc., a jazz guitar manufacturing company 
based in Savannah, Georgia. He currently 
performs with jazz bass legend Ben Tucker 
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around the Savannah/Hilton Head area, and 
in duo concerts with both Bob James and 
 Bucky Pizzarelli throughout the US. 
 
His Savannah Jazz Festival Quartet this year 
features Savannah-based saxophonist Jody 
Espina (renown educator, recording artist 
and owner of JodyJazz Mouthpieces); 
Jacksonville pianist/organist Scott Giddens 
(educator, musical director and recording 
artist); and Jacksonville-based 
drummer/recording artist Pete Miles.  
 
"Guitarist Howard Paul seems to call up a 
host of influences, mixing a style that recalls 
the not-too-distant past of Jim Hall and 
Kenny Burrell (and sometimes Wes 
Montgomery) marked up with a refreshing 
twist of contemporary modernity that merely 
suggests Pat Metheny. If rock and R&B or 
any of its storied guitarists have ever 
influenced Howard Paul, he surely doesn't 
reveal it in his playing. But that's not to say 
he's old fashioned. Paul is driven by the 
melody and he's as much a catalyst for (Bob) 
James as he is someone who knows how to 
charm with guile when it's his turn in the 
spotlight—a glow that would be set on the 
moodiest setting available." from ALL 
ABOUT JAZZ 2011 
 
 

Bob Masteller & Jazz Corner 
Quintet 
 
Wednesday, September 21st 7:00 p.m. @ 
Blowin’ Smoke 
 
Bob Masteller is the owner of The Jazz Corner 
and plays his regular gig on Tuesdays.  You 
can hear multi-jazz sounds from Gershwin to 
Jobim, played by his multi-talented band! 
 
Bob Masteller has been a major force on the 
musical scene of the Low Country since 1973. 
In the period between '73 and '80, while a 
Senior Vice President of The Sea Pines 

Company, Bob played in a group called Jazz 
Reborn, which included early Hilton Head 
Islanders Mark Stuppy and Garry Moore, the 
legendary entertainer. During this period Bob 
became well known in Savannah as the 
trombonist with The River Street Ramblers, 
which included Savannah musical legends Sam 
Gill and Ken Palmer. 
 
In the 1980's, Bob headed up various groups 
with different styles, including New Orleans, 
straight ahead jazz, and mood music. He has 
appeared at virtually every mainstream 
location for swing and jazz in the Low 
Country, including all 
major hotels, Hannah's 
East, The Golden Rose, 
Self Family Arts Center, 
USC Performing Arts 
Center and the Original 
Old Post Office on Pope 
Avenue. 
 
Included in the 
highlights of Bob's 
career, he has 
performed for 
Presidents Clinton, Ford and Bush and 
Senator Bobby Kennedy. Also 
in hi background was a 26-week stint at Sweet 
Georgia Brown in Savannah during the key 
moments that went into the makeup of "The 
Garden of Good and Evil". 
 
In the past five years Masteller has 
concentrated on his lifelong dream, The Jazz 
Corner. The club was commissioned in 1999 
with the legendary George Shearing Quintet, 
and is now an island institution. "The Jazz 
Corner has allowed me to pursue, with equal 
intensity, business and artistic goals at the 
same time, and I feel good about both 
pursuits", says Bob. Masteller has conducted a 
Live TV series at the Jazz Corner called "The 
Man Who Lived Jazz" on the senior channel 
and also conducts seminars on The History of 
Jazz in various venues throughout the country. 
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L a r r y ’ s  J a z z  B a k e r ’ s  
D o z e n !  

 
1. 5 After 4—Rome In A Day (ALMA)  
2. Ben Williams — State Of Art (Concord)  
3. Benny Green — Source (Jazz Legacy)  
4. Chick Corea, Stanley Clarke, Lenny White 

— Forever (Concord) 
5. Gerald Wilson Orchestra — Legacy (Mack 

Avenue) 
6. H2 Big Band — You're It! (Jazzed Media) 
7. Monty Alexander — Harlem-Kingston 

Express Live (Motema) 
8. Pat Metheny — What's It All About 

(Nonesuch)  
9. Randy Brecker With Danish Radio Big 

Band — The Jazz Ballad Song Book (Half 
Note)  

10. Sean Jones — No Need For Words  (Mack 
Ave)  

11. Stefon Harris, David Sanchez, Christian 
Scott — Ninety Miles (Concord Picante) 

12. Terri Lyne Carrington — The Mosaic 
Project (Concord) 

13. The New Gary Burton Quartet — Common 
Ground (Mack Ave) 

 

Eric Jones Quartet 
  
Wednesday, September 21st 8:30 p.m. @ 
Blowin’ Smoke 
 
Pianist, teacher and composer Eric Jones was 
born in Moultrie, GA.  He is a versatile, 
trained pianist with a love of modern jazz and 

impressionistic 
music.  His biggest 
priority is creating 
and performing 
sincere music - 
music that comes 
from the heart. 

The Eric Jones 
Quartet will feature Eric on piano,  Jody 
Espina, saxophone, Sean Bolden drums and 
Delbert Felix on Bass. 

Mr. Jones started to play piano by ear at the 
age of 5. At the age of 11, Eric started to study 
the trumpet. At age of 16, he started to take 
formal lessons on piano and within two years, 
he was awarded a piano scholarship to 
Andrew College.  
 
At Andrew College Eric completed his 
Associate of Music Degree. After graduation, 
Eric went on to pursue his B.A. at Armstrong 
Atlantic State University (AASU).  
 
While at AASU, he study under Dr. Kevin 
Hampton and in 2005 he graduated with a 
B.A. in Piano. Since graduation, he's has 
become a “first call” choice among Savannah 
jazz musicians. Eric has performed with 
different artist such as Stewart Copeland, 
Esperanza Spaulding, JodyJazz, Savannah 
Jazz Orchestra and members of Jazz at 
Lincoln Center ensemble.  
 
In 2011 Eric premiere his latest work,"Song of 
Creation", which combines spiritual, jazz, and 
African influences to the story of James 
Weldon Johnson's "The Creation." 
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Let us know if you joined but your name is missing 
by calling 912.920.1317 

 

Thank you to New 
and Renewing 
Members! 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Alonzo Adams           
Babette Borsani              
Barbara Essig 
Betty J. Burnett 
Dr. & Mrs. Carlton Brown 
Dr. & Mrs.. Y'shua Yisrael 
Dr. Edward Smith 
Drs. Robert & Charlease 
Stevenson 
E. Danny Brown II 
Frances Emmons 
Franklin Albright 
Georgene Brazer 
Harvey Beeferman 
Jeanne M. Hoffman 
Joseph Gallo 
Keith Wheeler 
Kelie & Kelcee Connor 
Kris Strubell 
Lori Barfield                  
Margaret Beard 
Mary Haas 
Mary S. Hudson 
Mr. & Mr. Robert Gettings 
Mr. & Mrs. Abdul El-Amin 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Hollis 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Crowe 
Mr. & Mrs. Art Rosen 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Carnow 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Rousseau 
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Wurms  
Mr. & Mrs. Columbus Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. Darnell Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Brennan 
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Berkowitz 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Hines 
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott 
Washington 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Foster 
Mr. & Mrs. George 
Haberman 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Bluett 
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Spencer 
Kris Strubell 
Shirley L. Reynolds 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Boortz 
Mr. & Mrs. John Davison 
Dr. & Mrs. Julius Hornstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard 
Threlkeld 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Salerno 
Mr. & Mrs. Mac Storm 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Dean 
Mr. & Mrs. My Frank 
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Casner 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Frerking 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Woodward 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Engvall 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vouk 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Findley 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Flagg 
Mr. & Mrs. Sandy Termotto 
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Grossman 

Mr. & Mrs. Stewart 
Herrington 
Mr. & Mrs. T.M. Hendrix 
Mr. & Mrs. Teddy Adams 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Webb 
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Robbins 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter 
Chastang 
Mr. & Mrs. Wendell Turner 
Keith Wheeler 
Mr. & Mrs. William Holmes 
Mr. & Mrs. William Rand 
Mr. & Mrs. Willie Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. Wilson Fisk 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Howard 
Anna Hudson 
Mr. & Mrs.Maurice 
Barksdale 
Mr. Bill Smith & Ellen 
Gross 
Mr. Eugene Fox 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Flanigan 
Mrs. Jessie Deloach 
Ms Joanna Ellis 
Pat Tracy 
Patrice Hilderbrand 
Patricia Shows 
Patty Williams  
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Wurms 
Paul Hudson 
Peter Berquist 
Raleigh & Traci Stevens  
Richard Hood 
Roy Giddings 
Sabreena Schneider 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Spencer 
Shirley L. Reynolds   
Sue Yearwood 
Sydney Guffey 
Tom Berger 
Wendell Horton 
 

 
 
 

�
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The Final Coda 
Frank Foster, saxophone, 82 

 

Music Knows No Boundries: Music is a Gift of 
God. It is not bound by language, country, religion 

or even instruments 
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Jazz- Just Across The River  !!!  
 

Terry “Doc” Handy 
 

Sunday, October  16th   – 5 PM   
at the Westin on Hutchinson Island 

Free For Members – $10 General Public   
 
Born and raised in Jacksonville, Florida, 
Doc Handy fell in love with music at a very 
young age when he was selected to play the 
conga drum in a choral production. Since 
this time, Doc Handy has played percussion 
and for over thirty 
years has 
participated in 
various musical 
genres including 
Rhythm and Blues, 
Jazz and Latin Jazz. 
 With his extensive 
travels, Doc has 
performed in 
Europe, Korea and 
Panama.  He has 
been blessed to 
perform with the 
finest bands in Jacksonville, Florida 
including Digging Rhythm & Brass, The 
Ritz Jazz Orchestra, Kai Alece, Leon Timbo 
Seymore, Lisa McClendon, Aaron Bing and 
Marc Dickerson.  Through these affiliations, 
he has opened for Kool and the Gang, James 
Brown, Mace Gray, Aaron Neville, Kirk 
Whalum, Brian Culbertson, Maurice Hines, 
Rene Marie and EL Gran Combo.  Doc 
Handy was a featured artist at the 
Jacksonville Jazz Festival in Jacksonville 
Florida and the Gulf Coast Jazz Festival in 
Mobile Alabama. Doc is also the founder of 
the Righteous Group a rhythm & blues 
ensemble.  

 
Doc’s has two recordings to his credit. His 
first recording kinfolk’s pays homage to his 
ancestors; the music was written by Cliff 
Lee and featured in the blockbuster feature 
Roscoe Jenkins Welcome Home. The second 
recording, Clue Paradise was written by Lil 
John Lumpkin. Clue is an exciting “Tour de 
Force” currently enjoying worldwide 

acclaim. Doc has 
recorded with Band of 
Destiny, Leon Timbo 
Seymore, Matt Still, 
Kai Alece, Lil John 
Lumpkin, Clay 
Benjamin and Kenny 
Hamilton.  
 
Doc’s love of Jazz is 
profound! He honed 
his skills in jam 
sessions at home and 
abroad. His 

experiences have taught him to give 
everything to the performance. In his mind, 
there is nothing better more gratifying than 
to see the audience react to the music and 
the magic that is being made up on stage. 
Doc’s future goal and dream is to perform 
throughout the world spreading good 
feelings and cheer through music. 



T H E  C O A S T A L  J A Z Z  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  S A V A N N A H  

 
September    2011         •         Coastal Jazz As sociation Noteworthy     •     www.coastal-jazz.org     •    To Advertise CALL:   912.920.1317 

 

15

���������	�
������
������	�������	���  
 

Become a member of the Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah and begin to enjoy the benefits of 
belonging to a successful organization dedicated to the preservation, scholarship, and promotion
of jazz in the Coastal Empire.  
 

The Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah is a non-profit (501)(c)(3) organization and is open to 
everyone.  Members will become a part of our constantly updated database of information and will 
be able to take advantage of many events, offers, promotions and activities that are organized, 
promoted and supported on a regular basis by CJA-S 
 

JOIN NOW!  JOIN NOW! 
 

As a member of CJA-S, you will receive the Noteworthy newsletter, which is mailed 12 times a year, 
free admission into our monthly concert series, email reminders of upcoming events.   You will also 
be supporting the week-long Savannah Jazz Festival which is offered every September free of charge.  
 

CJA also administers the Jazz Scholarship Fund which awards tuition assistance to college students 
for their continued education in jazz studies. 
 

In addition to all the many benefits that a Coastal Jazz Association of Savannah 
membership provides, you will know that you are contributing to the support of jazz in 
your community.  
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2011 SAVANNAH JAZZ FESTIVAL 
 INFO INSIDE !! 

Evening of Nashville-Style Swing Jazz Will Support Adult Literacy: 
Royce Learning Center to host 5th Annual Evening of Jazz 

 
The 5th Annual Evening of Jazz for Adult 
Literacy will be held on Friday, September 

16th at 
7:30pm at 
the Lucas 

Theater. 
The 

evening will 
feature 

Nashville-
style swing 
Jazz music 

arranged 
by local 

renowned 
Jazz Violinist Ricardo Ochoa.  
 
The ensemble will showcase local musical 
talent on clarinet, jazz violin, bass, guitar and 
drums for an evening of unforgettable 
entertainment.  VIP tickets include a pre-
show, food and drink reception hosted at 45 

Bistro. Opening act entertainment will be 
provided by Seersucker Live, a literary 
performance by local writers.  
 
Ticket prices range from $15 to $75 for 
reserved seating and can be purchased at the 
Savannah Box Office, 216 East Broughton 
Street or www.savannahboxoffice.com.  For 
more information or to purchase tickets please 
call The Savannah Box office at 912-525-5050.  
 
The Adult and Community Education (or 
ACE) program helps adults learn basic 
literacy skills, earn a GED or prepare for the 
workforce. 
For more information, contact Christy 
Edwards at 912-354-4047 or 
cedwards@roycelc.com.   


